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Cell therapy’s poster child: Chimeric antigen receptor T cell
therapy
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Abstract: Chimeric antigen receptor T (CAR-T) cell therapy, which adoptively transfers engineered T cells expressing
synthetic receptors to target specific antigens, has achieved great clinical success in treating hematological malignancies.
Though FDA has approved two CAR-T products, CAR-T therapy can cause some side effects, such as cytokine release
syndrome (CRS), neurotoxicity and B cell aplasia. Meanwhile, lacking tumor specific antigen and the suppressive tumor
environment limit the efficacy of CAR-T therapy in solid tumor. This review focuses on the structural components, clinical
applications and synthetic biology approaches on CAR-T cell design, and summarizes the challenges and perspectives of

CAR-T therapy as a revolutionary cancer immunotherapy.
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T 4t B I6 T 2 i 4 R 0 T 40 M e i B AR A
N, DTG S B 46 52 438 4 B sl 2H 2 AR 7 i
Ao BT PN A I R 50 1y 3T 12 e 2
FH B 78 5 T 40 M ia I7 o e Ve . BEPRI . 184k
ORI . B RS . IR . S RN E 4
PP s A T A T SR R
HEpAR IR R E R A, FEAR SR AT AR
WY RIS, B AR AR N B B
Tt B kAL o H AT T i AR 56 1Y) B 5 4 7
W %A CAR-T, TCR-T Fl NK 4l Jfi1y7 i 401,
XA G CAR-TIFEE AR . W FIHT 5.
1.2 CAR-T fifATT AR

HAE 20 b4l 80 4R40, fota Tl dk ik T 40
J&J7 (Adoptive T-cell therapy, ACT) HIKE, I
SR b DAL RE SR N R N N N OB
S — e, iR RO RE . E A
O HCRIET AR T AN ACT JAYT #7
ELTFAR: B9, U T aifnl et 2k
HRALYPUIE T (Graft-versus-host disease,
GVHD); A}, ZARrTREHE MM T 410, R
Tl BT R AR R T H AN 4 200 3 48
T 40MEECH D, SRR EAL, BUMRE AR,
XL R ACT Wil R E5 SRR BT, 27 A LR
B o g AR S R DR AR ARSI T A Y 8K
B, RS e HE R R M T g TR
IR T 1558 ACT I RIBR T, 77248 T RS pE
[6] iR (¥ TCR-T. CAR-T 4l g™, Hrb@id7e T
Ui B 3% 38 ik A PR &2 /& (Chimeric  antigen
receptor, CAR) T HLA FRIIMEAIGIT )7
B CAR-T ¥7 ik, 1% 05 I 4 A MR HR T
15 EROR A SCH SR T CAR IS5 1T
PLKe CAR-T 7 118 IR0 A S A4 v % o FH B
R, RGBS T A AEY R CAR-T 4l i it42
A B, )5 Y CAR-T JPik e i L H 2
FESCIEIR YT R R R B R N IV RE -

&: 010-64807509

2 CAR B it K I K B A

2.1 CAR 89i&it

CAR Iy & JRW AR R 43 =A%, % —R
CAR ¥ PR N “T-Bodies”, BITQIMEMLE & T
K B TP AT TR AR S M B D Y B T AR X
(Single-chain fragment variable, scFv) 2k HF
TCR-CD3 & & CD3CHIf5 555 S X1, f#if5
ik T-body 1 T 20 i H A ELHZ U3 g 25 1 e s
MIREST, (HEE = A8 MRS, XA T
2 G A R G, R M A R it
Jo . WFFTE R EL I B T I AR S A5
B, A AU CAR (B 1), HEINHERZHE A
CAR MLl (5 4 Wi 2k 0 CD28 1}
4-1BB, %At CAR H&—1X CAR TEMSIMY R
fafie s, (WA AT BETH AR ) Ak R T
YR ALCIZ T AERIRE ), FEAEIR RIS AT
Jrik (B 1), 2017 4, L CD19 1 MHE S % — AR
CAR #[E FDA #t#E b, Hrh Kymriah LA
4-1BB fE ML a5 38, 55 —3K Yescarta LA
CD28 fE MLl asHs, FFIAY7 (1 s Fisk
Bt 55 =40 CAR WUSEA T 2Ll sh 1
B, i cp28 A 4-1BBUEMY & cD28 Al
OX40%0 | DU H 41y 7ak (B 1), Z ik
BTN, A CARSE, FEiX HLAFR A “CAR+X”
WS, ik EE RS CAR HHAMAFIRE,
W — a2 A A R SRR, g R
(IL-12, IL-7). ZHMEE 732k (IL-4R. 1L-3RB).
i+ (CCL19). L& (4-1BBL). 43
W PD-1 Hik P NS T AN SR,
FE AN T 200 s A1 0 G2 o 225 o B L iR e
TR EEN 0 T 40 G0 9l 25 Th B .
2.2 CAR-T fri&mylia RN A

Il R EESE CAR-T 40y ILAEIGYT B
20 if R YRR T A, Hoh R AR E A 4
T 4983 (Non-Hodgkinlymphoma, NHL) . 181 ik £
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Fig. 1 Design of the first-, second- and third- generation CARs.

40 Bl [ 1L %%  (Chronic lymphocytic leukemia,
CLL)., 2 MEMkE M 1% (Acute lymphoblastic
leukemia, ALL), {H CAR-T Zil il f£ 24 147 h
AT AEAE—E BR K
2.2.1 CAR-T 4 HAE i ¥ 988w £ o A

HHT, CAR-T JTILTEIATT ALLPZ 2 73
A, Rz, Hd e CD19 1Y CAR 1E
T AR ALL RIS B35 7k 122
SCHRIE, CD19 CAR-T JAYF & KIMEATE ALL
(5% 4 SRR T ik 90% 27, H AT FDA #HEvERY
CD19 CAR-T #iififi244 35|k CD28 5 4-1BB Wy
St A R P2 e Wi R CAR-T 444 A 11
A, SRR SS H I CD28 1Y CAR-T 4 i 78 K2 v
VIR, R SRR A MR NGRS, (B
[l B B Pt B 5 LA i B I A A R
W2, MiZET 4-1BB () CAR-T 4ifi B AR 7E S [
Yy fE S A L CD28 CAR %25, (HAF&ed
U, G N I St B A A v o i i 0%
BAN, [HAAERERE, CD19 CAR-T 4ii7EIG)T
U L AR e e R N Ay (L S R = 9 7 3
A 1E (Cytokine release syndrome, CRS), #ZH#;
P, B AUMETIREERC, [0 IR AELE R A2 K S5 )
P33 A S W S B0 CRS 19 8 N 2
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PR AN R Y IL-1 A L6881 i R b e
K B S A sl A 1L-6 F5PTiRl (FEER
P, Tocilizumab) KM CRS, A SCHRIFE
Be R CAR 15 R X RIS X 23 g k7T ik 20 4
L P TR P00, CAR-T o7 1 i i 1 i 2 2 ]
e i T B 2 i g s B O 2 2L, i
PR b5 -1 I I BTAR (A R (Anakinr, 5144
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e 240 B 1 (R B 2 ek B B R Y B ZE AR, B
“on-target, off-tumor & , i % B 4 T RE B2k
H il AT e B 1) AR A R S e BR R 1T AR
B 4y sh bR, RASE XS CD19 Hilsii
CAR-TyFHI7RLR H, B RrBESE R,
I SR 1 o e B S A T B IR T . CD22 7E K
ZECAVEMR T AR i R B A =Rk,
I H Al R 4%t —2%8 CD19 CAR-T 447 )5 CD19
B 3, TP AT X CD22 HitJR ) CAR-T JAIF Y
It RIS, BT 4 SRR A AEH: 32 CD22 CAR-T 4
Mo BB IT e, T3% B E KSR T 8 e SRR
(Complete remission, CR)M, it 4, Sl CD19/CD22
CAR-T H i th & F it Rt 5 1, & T ] i 3 50
CD19 #it CD22 HiJ T/ bt Sk ik 5 | i i & % o
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[, #15 BCMA HUE ) CAR-T B4 A I
IRIFFE 45 54 N8R . BCMA 2Fkh B 4 fifg il 24
HiJ5 (B cell maturation antigen), 524 FE 5 4 5
KT HREEA MR, RUnTER 2 &1k fE
A RPEIRYT R BARRE A IR EEE M BCMA 1Y
LCAR-B38M J7 74X &2 A IMETA M 22 6 P 1 B e 1
RE PRI, R i 52 R 88%, Hirh 68%
BHETEEM (CR), (H&2M FANEE LU
FRILAAE (CRS) o mymIfE YL,

2.2.2 CAR-T JFEEFEIRYT AN i B A

CAR-T ¥ ik AMUAEIRT T ML R 75 TR 1
GERE, TEVRYT AR T A — 2 . HAT,
TESAARE N 7 TR, CAR-T 5 v 0 5] (1) fif i bt J5t
KZREmRBEHAD R, F a0 5@ 5 e
(Carcinoembryonic antigen, CEA). Hij4 #4571k

& $T J& (Prostate specific membrane antigen,

PSMA) ., XU IR #4151 i5  (Disialoganglioside,

GD2). BisEPr)R-125 (Carbohydrate antigen-125,
CA-125) . NEKFEAEKHFFZIK 2 (Human
epidermal growth factor receptor-2, Her-2) Fi[a] {7
APl (Mesothelin) 55, BRI ik TR
K, (Hl THREFERIEML, CAR-T 4 x)
KAV FRAR BT ) TE 240 e v B U, DRLtif
J7 HAELE on-target/off-tumor FEIVERPY, fildn,
i FH 2 R Her-2 CAR-T 41l i & S 83 Ay &l
YER, AR o3t R 2 R bt it 7 it B IE
i b R 0 A A0 AR Bk O ik, — ik
F4) S AR e R 70 D R AR SR L SRR SR T e 4
M, 8RR AR ORI AR E IR R 44,

HEr R A KB F 2 4 AR A5 {k  (Epidermal
growth factor receptor variant type I, EGFRvIN),
W% P 15-3 (Carbohydrate antigen 15-3, CA
15-3) il 4 B2 K B & & 11 E BE 4 (Chondroitin
sulfate proteoglycan-4, CSPG-4) 43 5ll#ik N 214
SRR R | TR . R AR AR CAR

&: 010-64807509

s Y A, SR 4 R I ER B (Tumor
microenvironment, TME) %] CAR-T 4ilfifi )
DRe A HIVE R . o, bR 4 A Y AU
AR AT AR ) TME S B0 Bl L Rk L RS
FeIRAY O AR T T im0 Ho
AN e 1 235 PD-L1, MHCII | Gal9 %5it{k Y
T 2001 /%9 PD1. LAG-3., TIM-3 %324k %54, ok
T 4 A Sam i T 4nifsh e,
Je8 TUP 358 H 114 I g 200 0 ek 72 AR O 208 2 o 98 A
o N £F 4E 41 i (Cancer-associated fibroblast ,

CAF) 51k T 400 (Regulatory T cell, Treg) %5
W) 25 53 WA P (R A M TR, G 48 PN B AR R
¥ (Vascular endothelial growth factor, VEGF),

AL RN T B (TGF-B), =i =il A

BB e e i 24 PSS R, CAR-T 7 RS2 AR
H B A T BT IR TME BRI 5, 1608
CAR-T 4t i g PR BE 1 . 129 B8 1 e A M
He e A Y E AT E A e S, AT
RES Xt CAR-T ZHMI7ES 2% i) iR oA b vh & 4%
VERSRAER B, B R e 25, sl A 43l 1L-12
f“i3E CAR” . NK 41571k CAR %400,
23 BEREMFETENN CAR BRI

N T e RS (G A LU A 5
AT T AL EE R AN, PR on-target/
off-tumor 1k, 42 CAR-T 40 1 HT IR 7k,
HETEERRMETE CAR-T A0 RE . s
CAR-T 4l () S BEFF AME R ZFp 51, Hivh CAR
M5 G Y R 85 G R % 4
PEE R TIREE AT CAR-T 4Uf#fit T 2]
et
2.3.1 ¥t CAR-T 41HE AT M A

H R IG PR BB CAR-T J7 i BTy sk iy 2%
HEtE . BRSNS SR, EAHER
™ 8 CRS ki K il oT 5 2 1A F A SCFE T o A A

B<: cjb@im.ac.cn



2344 ISSN 1000-3061 CN 11-1998/Q A4 T #£244f  Chin J Biotech

AW ) e R T G R P AR N ) CAR-T 4
AR TR B . o — RO N
2kl CAR-T 41 A P8 T s b R b ik gt &
K FEAR CAR-T 40 LA YT L 72 Hh A s 1k Sy o HLH
A LU JLRP 7k . Ho—, 76 CAR-T 4HfL N
IAKRE 155 36 FAVE R 2 IR, SE8 T 4i
P T 0 4 O e R IR o o 925 7 M
W (HSV-TK) J:H, —H CAR-T it
RN EEARR N, @i mzsyin- T 40
F AL OE S: CAR-T 4 v H—
FIH /NG F 2549, W AP1903 — R ki S Y
Caspase 9 (iCasp9) & T 4 [ XTI K, BS
HRAFTZ I CAR-T 4 K 45E/EH . H=, &
SN2 RE RS i A S IR BTRR CAR 2
[ 45689 CAR-T 40 PR 5] I8 Bt i 1Y e
1. W5, ¥ CAR [ scFv 515545 45 i tf 43
BETF, P Z RSNy F R AL A 3 45 515
DA 53 b 75 CAR-T 4 i 1 £y i 4651

BE5R CAR-T 40 B i IR A Sk
G Y 2 i £ Z 3 5 CAR B Boolean
logic-gated CAR, T 1H 5| — Pl o ol o 98 e Jt
5 2Ok B 5R T AR A CAR-T 4 iR R 4t
JRAYRE ST, ELAnA L Notch (synNotch) SZ4A . #x
A Z R (CCR) . #I 1 #k & U R 3% 1k
(iICAR) %5, Hi SynNotch 52 42— Rl i 1R 5]
R BT AT, 2RI A A Notch 32 14 R Y
{5 S1E SHLH, BN A $E 5% synNotch 7545
G MRS A ZIG, kR HIaE , B
MGz B4z R TP B f 7 1En) CAR 1Y
Rk, mASMERIOPUR B 454, T 415k
i 100081 (1] 2A) ., Ak, synNotch 3714 2 45 ik H.
A4 2 AIEAME S 0, CCR &K AT
T A G fL i —18 CAR AU FALMI1 Y CCR 41
G R, FAG YRR 5 R B 7R T g 4
RN, CAR-T 4l A BE WL A 3 e A4 4 (18
2B). XFERYIRITHGSR T CAR-T 4 A 1R 50 ik 3

2.3.2
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Fig. 2 Synthetic biology approaches to design new CARs.
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AT A S, kR R FH T, SynNoteh 3%
A1 CCR (iR 512 48 #F J&“AND gate” ., 7 —Ff i
e UL AN [ iR B B 1) sePv HRERE — 2,
PR A i ik p — AR T RS T
AR A (8 2C), EI“OR gate”, KT
CTLA-4 1 PD-1 (J iCAR i 13 U 51 1E # 41 it 2 1fi
(9 B JEOK & e VY, & —Fh“AND OR NOT
gate”, CAR-T #il i — H iF I 7E 1F 40 g 2 18 A bt
i, b gE S T AR s Ak,
AIATRLTR S CAR-T 4 i % 1E 8 4 A A N RS
(#l 2D).SUPRA (Split, universal and programmable)
CARs U345 7 LLE 3 Bz iR sz g o737 i
Sl AL CAR, IZR I SE K CAR 2 A
#43 Zip CAR (A scFv) #l Zip Fv (R & 15 544
FLERIR), A REE VU Y S A R P 25 A
e SE R CAR, Ho Al o i AN [ 4 A 1T s
B 1) 38 4 X e R B A AR S T4, SUPRA
CAR Tk £ 24 m P02 B Hi s D gg ]
TERRANER ARG LM (K 2E),

HAT, XHixel CAR WM 5T 0 A 7E 4 2 B BL
TE [ G RO SRR AL A FR v, ARV 22 RUE A
PR 50k

3 CAR-THBITHHE

IR GG JT T 2013 4E8k Science 24 R
T RKBHE M 2z, Hd CAR-T 1 HA B )5
Pk BA —E R ARG A2, T g
T AR T oA SE D RE , TE B il b 4 5E
IERAEBUMEAER, JUHE CAR-T J7iL7E B 4
JH M IR FP A T SR, 25 A R IXETA I I
TR L9 ER ok T A SRR R SR B 1
FEIN IO B I ik Bl gk 5 T R LA K CAR-T 4 i
FAMARFESBAREL L. I, wiiE
IRE5 R FR CAR-T JF ke X bR IR Ty A i 257
(22 K Ve B B RGO P OGS R R R R
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CAR-T 1ESL IS IRYT FAGEZ RN, (HLRG
HAT CAR-T IAITTENG K LA K LR 45 A 56 Skl
FIREIR, Al AR CAR-T Jrik AT IRl
e 1) B IEH g R FG BUAE Y E IR R,
CAR Z5#iit ARG MLk, 2) 2F
WEE LB RRE T Az R R CAR A T
20 i 2 AT A AT SE SR T 40 IR R s DA T 3 588 TR A
i, XAk CAR-T St i 2 i k. 3) 1k
PEEALM T 4 VA, 4nia 4% CD4/CD8 T #iiifi Lt
FRNVIG T ANM /350 T 40 L % F CARAYT,
i BE— S CARAIT I oM e e 4y iy
G 0 IR RS SR B CAR-T 1497 5 PD-1/PD-L1
P FR0IE A, mom A R HE A CAR-T B 7RIk
ERIAIT A B sk PR 8) S Tl CAR-T
YRR YT B B AT B, AT
HIRI"CAR-T 4iJfl, FFAENLIAFRIN AR 58 Sz )
W69 B-ALL L BUS T mh ™, oF % i HoA
HEPERE A3 R CAR-T 4, 5 kLA
AT AU A AR B HE R, PR 2o D i 4 4
ARULER TCR L HLA [ KR H Ay R Fh A T 41
M, LB K R AT e A GVHDYY, 25t
I, TERE AR I BRI R T
i, CAR-T 4, X AIE ARG HA EEE L, 6)
X bR & . R RMLILA KT T 4 fl CAR-T
20 JfL 2y BE AL A TR R B TR R R BT A Sy
CAR-T A7 R UEEIE A BEIE IERY . B CAR-T
FERBF 5T 55 I R SE BRI ASWTTR A, CAR-T 4 il
VA T8 A= 0 A L B 28 T R R P O B E B Y
YEM .
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