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Abstract: Predicting protein mutation effects is a key challenge in bioinformatics and protein
engineering. Recent advancements in deep learning, particularly the development of protein
language models (PLMs), have brought new opportunities to this field. This review summarizes the
application of PLMs in predicting protein mutation effects, focusing on three main types of models:
sequence-based models, structure-based models, and models that combine sequence and structural
information. We analyze in detail the principles, advantages, and limitations of these models and
discuss the application of unsupervised and supervised learning in model training. Furthermore, this
paper discusses the main challenges currently faced, including the acquisition of high-quality
datasets and the handling of data noise. Finally, we look ahead to future research directions,
including the application prospects of emerging technologies such as multimodal fusion and
few-shot learning. This review aims to provide researchers with a comprehensive perspective to
further advance the prediction of protein mutation effects.

Keywords: protein language models; mutation effect prediction; deep learning; sequence models;
structure models; multimodal fusion; unsupervised learning; supervised learning
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FHAH M BTG G 2 58 LT (MSA)YE .
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BCNFRW], LG B 5 ATEF B A] DL
P& TR A N 2R 1 5T 58 A8 52 e 1) 3R RE D . B
i, EvolutionaryScale & ffif) ESM3PMLE T
e 9+ S5 MRS 0 B R A s ESM3 2 — > 24
AR RUE F R, BRAS W] i X E B A
ZEFFITNRESEAT AL, 5 ProSST LA SaProt
KL, ESM3 4 — i J5i 1 25 44 2 i Sy 25 B
token, IXFIIHHIAYRERE DL gL — %) 7 AL B
FRoN A A5 B, [RIEOREE TR 7ET
AR b, ESM3 ] T 27.8 (AN E BT
F1 7 710 AZA M4 token FEATYISR, AL
980 fCAZH; AN KA YN ZRAS AL A 7Y
TE R AR TOAE 55 bR T UL B R RE
BT 7R SR R AR F BT RE Sy, B,
ESM3 fefg M4l M) e 75 5K A= i 487 i & A i Ty
G, FERHE S O AT 8 225 5 2 N D BE
PESE T, XA oA 0l 5 8 1 BT iR A A A
AIRE ST, fdf ESM3 iy —> B4 Y 2 1 o T
FET Ho ESM3 MR, & Mgty
Gty KA Z SNk, 15 F AR L
TR A B — ) SR A AR W, A R B T AR A
WA Rtk
2.5 THERERT WS T EE Mg T
& # #EE ProteinGym

ProteinGym & — KA . ZE5MEREN
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JoT SR ARG, T S AE N 5, B A AN R
TSR AR EAL PPAL PR, #8038 1 o0 28 AR RO
T A U & DA T i A
1f 250 MR AEA TR BE 98 48 45941 (deep mutational
scanning, DMS) S5 54 , 75 808 1 R A7
G, [l G T G R B 4, $R Ak TR
& B RARN B ProteinGym [ i 35 R 55 7E
THAB M 2T, ANCE R A FH
AN/ERRGEAS R aE T LR A58 2 I R N
W Z e B R IR . HOPPARHEZR 5 & T RS
Jf T AN BB B Z AR bR, IR T S
TR BRYE , SRR RAEAS I 2 3 2 Fif
B R B AR 70 24 5 e
RN T 2 )75 L X R | 3 47 SR AL 45
MAGE— R FEUEM K, ProteinGym 57 &
HET AN 0H L E W PEREITEAL - 55 54,
ProteinGym JFJi TAHCACRS R . $dde . )7
FIHEXT(MSA)E B o A5 Hh B s DL R B R Fi ) 25
I P A E DA S ) G A i i € Vi |
FA3rHT; # 1 /R T ProteinGym ‘B J7 iR HR
IRERNFT 4y 5 ECIG{H ) Spearman AH ¢ R B
W, WS T S PE (activity) . 2> T 45 4 (binding) .
#2315 7K - (expression) il & [ 5 £ € PE (stability)
FUREST, NETIVERE R T DAL PR AL T E
W5k,

% 1 ProteinGym i 25 R 152

Table 1 ProteinGym test resultst?!

3 &7k

3.1 REEFZ

JC MR 2 2 J7 V38 B AR T 1 AR
FPo AT I, BERYRE A% DA vh 27 2] 3] P 41 i1
GETHRR AR . 2O R R OB A T
AT LA FE 23 P v i A5 T DG AR 7 D ELABI
FIAR T I A o oM 27 > 3 R LA o3 S 3] i it
#w7e7~ (bidirectional encoder representations from
transformers, BERT)#xCF1 [ [9])H (autoregressive)
BV

BERT 45 2 1) G i B = ~J 3 o #E e i 75
Y (masked language modeling, MLM)J& 52 P53
207 Wl LA A 91 T BT o R
SR BESRARAUAR I F T ST 3 SR 1 S
535 A A AR AR 527 2] 1) 4 8L ) R
O F , BRI DI ) AU ] 9 B R SCfF Bk
BOMAR A2 BERT B0, BBEE H RS X,
BARIZHON 0, PRI A 8 LS M, WITEHE
B2 2] (1 B AR R R RAL LA R SRR, 15
mAFS)HR :

L (€)= 2 In p(X [X,,,:6) (5)

i, p(x |X,,;:0) FRESERMBHRIT I X,
PGB, BB B | F AR x 15k
152 . BERT BixCHE) 12 i T ESM &R 414
RIDL K ProSST #E AL A I 2R B B o

Model name Average Activity Binding Expression Stability Model type

SaProt (650M) 0.457 0.458 0.378 0.488 0.592 Sequence+Structure
TranceptEVE L 0.456 0.487 0.376 0.457 0.500 Sequence+MSA
ProtSSN (ensemble) 0.449 0.466 0.366 0.449 0.568 Sequence+Structure
MSA Transformer 0.434 0.469 0.337 0.446 0.495 Sequence+MSA
ESM-IF 0.422 0.368 0.389 0.407 0.624 Structure

ESM2 (650M) 0.414 0.425 0.337 0.415 0.523 Sequence

http://journals.im.ac.cn/cjben



B % | RTFEARESERNRT N TNRER

(a1 ) G B 2 3l ek i A0 A
GV J7 AT o BRI DURG P 2 S5k 551, K
DS 7 40 v i A 2 R, XA A5 45
RIRE 27 ] 3 4 (0 B I 4RO 0 22, B 24 i 2
FERRAAMA T Z 1 i 210 A mEas
B EARTIIN X = {X,X,,...x } , FRISHN
6, WMITCWE 2% >] 1 Hbn e KA LA T X5k,
AT A K (6) IR -

LAutoregressive (0) = Zln p(x | X<i ’6) (6)
i=1

Hrr, p(x | x,;0) RRTEL & HI P 2 5L x, 1Y
MF, BOEE | AR x R, AR
PG AR ESM TR A Y 4 AR A
Wi AL %P3, Tranception #EHI R [ [0] )45
A — D HAIARDY, 555 A B AR 22
Fa FNAE R 09 [ J5 5 S0 A R DI RE, SR T
Xof 28, [ 5T 298 728 5300 1Y) 1 i BE T 5 Tranception
FERYF e 509 8 8] REE 28 AE BOT PTAS 2%
A A, [ B A A A B0 25 A &R R R Y A A
B, DTS R v TR AT 2 5 A 000 1Y) T
M HETT o
32 HEFS

WBF A 2]y il i A E AR IC I 2 1 B2
AREEHR R VI GRAETRY ,  DA T 48 e A 28 ) 5 A2 %%
DI RE ) o IEAEAR, 24T 5520 T TR A A
TE AR [ ot 5 A48 Tl @i e s 1 i 2 R

ZAT 5527 2l L [ i 5 ) 2 AT 55
FI AT 55 (8] i =245 BRI SR PEBE . Chen
MR GVP-MSA A 785X — AUk R B T
R PERE . 2B I b s A T LA ) R
HE P2 2% F1 MSA Transformer, 4351 T
PEWCE M A 5 B RS B . Eid 2
TESIISHESE, GVP-MSA fEfg R mf2: > £ 4
BT AR RON UL 55, A RUEA A TR R
FBRE R .. 76 87 MNMIREE A H a4 -

Z&: 010-64807509

MY SEIR A R, IR T R
T A HERA PR, IR TESME R = i 5 A8 AR AL
GRS N TR AP, XS RRE T 2155
TR TR AGRE R e, hE G
ZFEAY AR 1 ST ESCHE A Bt 58 A48 350 Tl 4t 1
B

TESEER R I, RIS s 0 B8 A1 i
A By, AR E TR R Aar A A A R Y
Pric B ok 4 R A AU MEBE . eUniRept /fE H—
FhAE DA 2= S ks, 5G4 Rl
BN 2k AR RO (evotuning),  RE % 7E [
/D T RERAEFFI (N 24 ASRAER) B
T,y BT ) R AL L SO0, I e
SEAIUBEAEL R S 1) A T 0 1 1) R 1 5 1) 2 11 5
R4 eUniRep B SEFEE & 2 000 T A~ 5
IRy 1) ) B0 J3E UniRefS50 B4 T4 J5) o Wi B 1
W&k, A IReE A2 RfEE; FfE
1E H bR 8 1B Y i e 91 SR B A T iom 4
B R HRIRE R, BRI RICY; @
PP B2 > S, eUniRep REASTEAREIE
HAEOCT , Bttt T RE Y R 0 A AR
7k, 5L M avGFP # TEM-1 B-NBiews, JL
PERE- 5 280 247 il i T AL AR AR A 2. X
— EAE T SRR BT R, BN E AR
TR T —Fim R H AT R B

Zhou Z5E DI H Y few-shot learning for
protein fitness prediction (FSFP)Jy it 7E % 1]
54 o LA A = S NS SO B G = S RS R 7
FSFP il i QTP A 5 o027~ . HEFP 27 > Al
LoRAPTRUAHF A, SE8 7 AL L+ 4451
() B A S ASFEAS T R 0 R TH R A TR S AR
RIPERERY H bR o 20 M) F At 1 B 8o 14
AN 55, L ITAE 2 AR AR A R U
s R 5RO TN AL S HE R ), B 5
M TR LR K ;s JFR AT LoRA HEAR AT
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SRR, ARGk T A R, FE
ProteinGym FEEM i+, FSFP J@ 8L+ L 5 19tk
e, REMBTE(UA 20 MINGHAMEL T, ¥
E AR AR HERER T 0.1 (UL Spearman
AHOC R B )00 (AT 2, FSFP 78
0 S50 v L /NS 2 ) 7 i T Phi29
DNA RE MMM ks T/, #—2%
E 7 HAE S bR BT A S A

TEWE S HESR A B %7 7 10T, Notin %507
$E Y ProteinNPT BRUR T2 W S b A
BRI R B A% O R AR R R Y
=N E ML . #ad MSA Transformer JZ A
PR[R) 5 50 [B) A 7E 2 7, 7E ProteinNPT )22 H1 5K
PR B s 25 1] 1R A7 3 ) AR A 8] 19 91 3
Jo TEVNZRIEME b, BEBERATPIRY By vk . Al
FHFYI SR8 75 153 A XA 28 s 1 [
Fa8 o 45 A A LA B bR o i 1544 55 E
il s BRI 51 A 5H B AR 2 AL 52 T T 14
A, I AT B bR E MEAE S50 7 51 R A
XA BT ER M EE O N R, 24
H o e M SN B I rh B TR E S R

SRR, WA ) vk A A ORI AR
WWHE, BERE TEARE SRR R AR
N FUAT 55 E R TERE. ARSI REEAEE
MEARMGR, ez ae ), mo
FEA 2 > T Ay i s 12 55040 s ke ) () B 1t 1
AT fR R 58 o X SE ik AN AESh T8y
AR B ARSI B B, 3R R 1] AR R
it TH I TR, NASRE AR RE A
ff S0 0 A IR T TR T B
4 EHREEEAEEART
2 W oy B2 A S

R F AR O AR i AR O RS

22 15 8 W R o Pro-PRIMER & — F g U
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AR IELBE ST SR, BERIET 9 600 T3>l
A T BE bR 25 1 A SO S0 AT I 2,
token )2 [l FYHE A5 15 = HASL (MLM) ¥ 41 2 1
i 16 4= K i ¥ (optimal growth temperature,
OGT) U () Z AT 55 7% >, (A Y BE A% B 4 1
PR E O A Sl R R Hak, RS
A correlation loss 5 > X} 5% token F1 ¥ 41 )2 11 1
HE5E R, W5 T 0 8 50 B RR AR A0 4 42 A
15 B, BERLR AR AR 000 A/ A G
THES G RN, REMS LR /D S Ie 50ds 1 14 0
NHRE A E A FUERE . Pro-PRIME B SE PRI
MBCRAEZ A RO 2] T KAk 72 NUR i
(404 SZ LR ) B BT E P U0, AR T
[ top-45 PRALN; M2 32%KIH i 52T+
PG ENE; 7E T7 RNA BEMIkd, &
i 4 B TIRAS SR, AT T T {HEE S 12.8 °C
HIRHEARTHE 4 500 2 SR8 14, VERE B
AR AL 5 75 VHH $UiR(142 DR EER) 1)
S, 2 38% Y TN 58 A8 A R I 44 5 114
PEM 288 5 TEAERABEIR B G EE(TT3 Ak
MOV Re et bE . 2 41%AY T 28 A%
PR 7R B SR A HE R AR IR R A e 1Y

55— BN 5] & Protein Mutational Effect
Predictor (ProMEP)OEAY | 245 73 b Z A2
WHEERIRE, G567 5 S5 B S 24
AR GE AR BN I, JC T MR 2 R A X .
ProMEP 1t 4 DX 4 48 i3 ) T AR AL b it rp JE L MY {
FRCR: M 5 LA AR TnpB fYHE D 2
BRI 24.66%FETHE 74.04%; FETF 15 MR
RAACH Tad A BlAE L 4R T H., H A-to-G Fe it
PRRIRFN 77.27%, TR BB R T B0

XL RN S BIAGIER] T8 B S R
TEAN [ BY A 11 5 el Hh A aa PP, TR] i ROk
T TR P s TAERRCE, XXEGENA
Jor TR A S R 4E 5
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5 Yuiski

RV TR BT & S AU TE T0 28 A% 5000 T T
B 7 B, (A ImAT T Ok . H
o, BREGRE B . RS B 1 T R AR A A
XTI SN GG TR T A R 2 OGS, AR I L
B B WS A o R A AT SR A — A ROMER

Fowler Fl Fields #& i, AR A4
(DMS) S 5 BE % 42 I K i o8 A8 Bl {H LSt
AP SR TET I 2 PR, AT 8 T R A A I AT I
FI PRI, 48 1T 4R MG I A Jey B0 3
SRR 2R AT R BRI 1 B w] AR i EE
FEVE, T T 52 ) 35 T3 S B 11 5k g 55 7Y 1 3
WHZALEE 7. Livesey ZF25R 1, A [A] S5
S A 1 5 vk AT BB ORI (R) S — 3 .
B, AREmEGHNEARRERSE . Y
REMNE J i MR G 45 F T RBAEFE 25 5, X822
S AT HE 23 52 M S8 AR AN A e A5 R . anfer A
bR ALK AR RR IR B, DL CR 5 1)
— BT PR, A R AR i R [R) R

4k, Schmiedel 1 Lehner 3, %R
R4 (DMS) 4l Hh (R e R 2 — A5 2N L%
SRR, flfr]4e 58 AR LN A S 6 o
FATEMERS  HMARS 1 /N B R T B A
B . RALFILRMGEMALE . N T WX —
PRa, M1 & T —DREREIR, AR T
DMS Fdfa M s DL [R) 52 36 AR 1
PR [R) A7 B 22 ] g M i 7K 2 7 3K S i) AN
S i) S B A5 4 1 B, 0 R T X e A |
SRR ERR PSR D T Pk, BRI S —
A IF R A ESCH A BN I 25 0 o

6 SE5F%

AR 4T B i T A R S R R A R AR
o TR A0 ) e R R L TRANTIE T 3 B FEE
AL, LT R g R A | BTSSR AR L) N

Z&: 010-64807509

LS PSS AR B RO X SERE Y A
e, N E R R ASRON B SRt T 2 A R A i

PITR
ST HIMEAL, I ESM R4, JBHLT 5%
RETF I RE S, REREA Ak B AR

WX R, FETEEMMBIREL, 40 ESM-IF, @i %
G YE G R, A TR R IR 1Y
Pff . SE5ARTPIIREEAEIAL, W ProSST HI
SaProt, Wil & ZHMFER, S8 74w
)RR B RAE . X e R % R AUl T %8
AR O T G e T, O R AR A2
WISt TA I TR

FEINGR Ik Jria, Jo M2 21 I KRR
KR EFCE 2% > R, IR 2E T U R
PR B AT S R Ak . AR 52 S Fnb
PEAR S D) RN, 20 TS
R IZ AL RE T B 0%

RGEUS T BE R, s mih g £
Pl . miat . ORI ) B 1 28 AR R R 1)
ARBCRBR HEAL AT S — A IR T A DA (R R, S0
HCAE Hh ) MRS AN — 50t XA AR 3 A PR A
P T HRER . BRAN,  Anfer B g b A A S TR SR I
TN ) A= 2 0, DR e A TR ) i e
AR, R ARSI 2 )T W

JEEAR, IR EARCE: (1) £
BSRG . S WRITY . 45 . %L
T B 24 5 B A S A 7k, DUIRAS B 4T
R RAE . (2) DHAMEBRAES I
PSR RS FOG S HAR, DA X2
B R AR BE RS B R, (3) AT R R AU
Ho Pem AR AT Rk, RIS R Be a8
Y FEFRRMEE 255 (4) ShBSEEE R
ARSI S PE R IR AR B, L
FH A A b A AR 2 A X B T TR RE I SE I . (5)
PEYIFIZ AL . B R A R AEAS [R) P b I 7 32 Ak R
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71, VRN A ZREPE R Bk . (6) 5555
TIEWES G o R THI TN M52 5 3k i A AL
She, RS UBEIN AR S R TR RE
SAHSRUL, 8 B S AR R R SR AR R
It TR RIPLIE B . R BOR A Wt
A FREERTRA, AR, X8
SRR A A B0 A2 i Bk A 5T R AR B R B 5 T
AR BT A

1E#& STk

R ICRE R, B85 4
PR BRI T SR BRI
5E: 4R T LR MRS, AR .
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