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Construction and Characterization of TetR and GFP
Fusion Protein
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B E RERITASHALELETOAN (op) PART E. coli BAEF IOV IR EMBEGRR (k) £ FAE 2
E. coli £k 4k pET-30a+ b, 3% TetR C-% 5 GFP N-# &4 & 4. 2 # F AR FHNLEHRS TS (TRIIGFP) TR
AEMAESN AN, FREGEGFEGT CFPHOLAME FEIGS mBEL T, TESIOmBETHELHE. EhATR
5 ,#4% 5 K395 nm #E T, £ 400 om ~ 700 nm & B AHEHLEEAAEETL, EARAE R, B l510nmm L EK
AHEEBEA BRALINZHEL NS, AURETHARENCIP Y TR XA SR AL, 2 R A ARG Z , RER
srFRwmiar kA E -G ETI,

X@iE BELEAEY (CFP), wHAMEBES (TaR), TALE, RARE, 8629 wHR T LHHER
hESHES TP NXMERIAE A X EER S 1000-3061 (2005)01-0097-05

Abstract Tetracycline repressor gene ( tetR) from E. coli transposon Tnl0 was fused in frame with green fluorescent protein
gene ( gfp) from jellyfish Aequorea Victoria on an E. coli expression vector and the fusion protein (TR::GFP) was purified.
The hinding of TR: : GFP with tetracycline (tc) was demonstrated by nitrocellulose filter binding assay. TR::GFP also main-
tained the flucrescence property of GFP. Most significantly, fluorescence emission intensity of TR:I GFP increased by 2-fold in
the presence of tc, from 1.132 1o 2,214, while those of GFP and TetR showed little change under similar conditions. The results

indicated TR: . GFP possesses characteristics of a tetracycline biosensor.
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PAER , MK BE (Jellyfish Aequorea victoria) 41 8% B RERE.REBEE.EEEEY ERE
BRMGEEHERA (green flucrescent protein, GFP) M M SCERIR Y . GFP T IR HE AR,
T H B E R  E USRI EI T2 EhRTICRAEOAR . B4, % F FRET
Rl . B R GFP AR fE BB R 7, 7E 395 nm (fluorescence resonance energy ransfer) 3 R Ca’" 4
AT 507 om A WEFHATHWERE, +25 T W RRaR S | RoFF B P MEBE B 2L B (3-lactamase, Bla)

Received: May 24, 2004; Accepted: Jure 18, 2004

This work was supported by CAS Innovation Program.

% Cormresponding author. Tel: 86-10-62653230; E-mail: yangkq@sun.im.ac.cn
FRHERARUFETEREEY.

© PERFERMEDHRAATRSHES http://journals. im. ac. cn



98

Chinese Journal of Biotechnology

EHTAEFEHR  2005,Vel.21,No.l

WA GFP EEREMEYN 3 ABEBHEED
( B-lactamase-inhibitory protein, BLIP)4: ¥ {% /8% 8% 7 %
THEHR ™ GFP Y54 4 Yy 2 1 a8 40 a] REAE -

PURF % BH 8 | 19 (tetracycline repressor protein,
TetR) BETE P43 % (tetracvcline, )i ST, R AE
M4 3 # 7 & A (tetracycline resistance protein, TetA)
MFEik. TeR BES 1c HRES . EHEFH IO
L/mol; TeR-te B & &) & K &5 # B 73, TetR £
Mg Rt e iR F.HETEW BT TaR H
104 o-$BHREMI AL W BN al-a3 ¥
T HTH {helix-tumn-helix) DNA R385 ¥ 38, 8 of ¥
TelR 5 tet operon ¥ F 45 7 51c. 5 TaR Wi S H
BiE.EH TetR RARAH R T, T HIH 558
A BEE A DNA K15, TetR M tet operon b X%, %%
R AT

FNAEWBENARFELICEDEY R
HHARSIAENRFE NN EHEERS K
BACHAMERSED. MM TR 5 « RS
B EMNHRTR . FSZREFREN CFP K
e A R, AT K B 2 28 O TR AL R R BR B
UWEIE ISR

1 #EAT A

1.1 ##

1.1.1 EES A K HE DH5«.BL21(DE3) X
LB EFF BE pCEM T-Easy M B Promega 2
A, KL pET-30a + . pGFP-R12 B A LR R4,
$I peDNAG/TR A 5 W B i S & I 2 g

1.1.2 ERE IBEFENS T EERERERT";
AFXEBEEMFNEREREE LTI 100 pg/mL,
50 ng/mL.

1.1.3 BRI H . &% F DNA PR &I RS . T4 DNA E 3%
B D b W M B AR BB H TaKaRa 20 ¢] 5 Taq DNA
REB. DNAREKAEMBR LAR;HEH B2
FEAEWE RE AR NTA #IEWE [ H i
2y Al ; His* Bind™ Columns % F Novagen %y 7l ; X-
Gal 1 B Promega Z5F; PCR G ¥dE T a &0
HEA T A Sigma F 40

1.2 Hi&E

1.2.1  gfp 693575 . LA pGFP-R12 A¥EH, B F 3 —
XA GFS GFe T 4K 18 il sk h = /0 o
i i 4 18 9] ¥ CFS: 5-CGCCGCATCCGAAG-
CAGATATACATATGAGT-3' (& BamH [ ); GF6: 5'-
CCCAAGCTTATGCATGCCTGCAGGTCTGGACAT-3" (&

Hind[ll ); PCR LM :95C Tt 5 min, 94CEH |
min, 60CiR K 50 s, 72°C L | min; #E3F 35 K,
T2CHEM 8 min, FHBHLAN 2L bp KD gp 2K
HH .

1.2.2  tetR B93575: L peDNAG/TR M ELR , B3 T 71
—Xf 5|4 TRI, TR2 # #EHB BB LT R WP IE
FiRECE 13198 R FFHR T 1858 TRI:
5'-GCGGTACC ATGTCTAGATTAGATAAAAG-3' (& Kpn
1 ); TR2: 5'-AA GGTACCATAAGATCTGAATTCCCG-3
(&% Kpn 1) PCRIZIW: 534 op 28, 1
BRI 624 bp K/ tetR .

1.2.3 RAFHEANHE.

X pET-ofp MIHIE . F DNA PG & Bk
PCR #8717 gfp . BT pGEM T-Easy . M E
R pT-GFP, B Y IIE, M F¥. 4 BamH I H
Hindll BB 1 K15 gfp ML, H 545 8 R 87 #) pET-
30a+ ., 5 L DHSe, ML THHBR T A ES
TRy B R EUE R pET-ofp  BUIEFE .

K pET-Tr MM EE . PR PCR I 18 W) tetR, 1%
HF| pGEM T-Easy b . $#2EEH K pT-TR, BE T4
Pk, R - K Kpr I BBEIAETR teeR LUK, S HIRA
/] pET-30a + i 1, ¥ 1k DHSo; ML+ HEE
EHEARAE R, R pET-TR, Al Kpn |
il Xba 1 E3Y)53IE -

ik pTC-K2 Wt 3. A Kpn | B U7 20 3 pET-
gfp, FUT%Y 6143 bp A B s AR HE 8R40 18 pET-Tr, [a]
0T tetR , EHE ,F5 1L DHSo, KBS A EHRR &,
BREFE,H BamH 1 1 Hind [ WEEY] . Kpn | FEF
P B IE, R 2
1.2.4 EHEAHL E. coli BL2I T ik GFP,
TetR, TR :: GFP ) 32 i5: 45 T . pET-gfp. pET-Tr H
pTG-K2 ¥4k % BL21 (DE3) F . Pk B PA 1+ B 1 3
EFEHEEM B ITCAEER.F LK 2%
EMEERTHENS FIEEFEN LB b kg
FEF|H W 0Dy K ¥ 0.6 ~ 1.0 B, A 1 mmol/L
IPTG %S ,30CHEFE 5~6 h 5, 6000 ¢/min 3.[: 15
min [WEREE HEEHAERKER, HES KK
Bk 5.0 B K Bl SDS-PAGE Jrih &k =4
1.2.5 TetR .GFP & TR::GFP By#lift .

W k55 IR . 8% & A Ok pET-Tr, pET-gfp #1 pTG-
K2 BI2I(DE3) M B i [, MBI Z FAEEHN
B, 37CHHIZHR, B K29 BHEEET
J0mL AT RAEEN LB b HEEFRIAFR
OD w5 F] 0.5 ~ 0.8 B, T A § mmol/L IPTG i F,
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30CHEH 5~6 h J5,10 000 x g B4 10 min KEH
th, F T % 89 NTA-O buffer (20 mmol/L Tris-HCl pH
7.9, 0.5 mol/L NaCl, 10% Glycerol) ERFH & (5 mL
NTAO buffer/100 mL B # ), MALKE 3N 1
mmol/L PMSF, 0.2 mg/mL }¥ N8, 1R, vK L HUE 30
min, VK b EEFS BB MM, 1A 10% Triton X-100,
i Triton MR IKEH 0.05%, AR, K LK E
15 min, VK b B 75 BEE M ; IDA 1mol/L MgCl,, f&
HAWER 1 mmol/L, RE), MALWE X 10 pg/mL
ff) DNase I, %), ERA B 10 min; 15 000 x g,4C
B0 20 min B L §§, 4 0.45 micron M RT3, R &

ihEEsi 4k . F A His- Bind X5 & 4lifb, K53k
T &M TR His-Tag EEHE M A TR 1) NTA
PMIEEAGEMNENH A 10 ff NTA &R H NTA-0
buffer ¥ @ H F;2) & ER P ROEBEHE R
H,fEEHE 1S ol/h, FHREE,H S5 NTA K
B NTA-0 buffer ¥t , i3 % 30 mL/h;3) 2 51 A 5 1%
NTA & 1§ NTA-20, NTA-40, NTA-60, NTA-80,
NTA-100, NTA-200, NTA-1000 buffer ZEE , i3 ¥ H
FE 15 ml/h, WOSE YE AR W 54) SDS-PAGE 73 #r 8 H 4L
R INTA-X ZAREFH X mmol/L # B ¥ (imid-
azole) """ .

EN AL EA BN, B ENE (10
mmol/L Tris- HCl pH 7.5, 10 mmol/L NaCl, 10 mmol/L
MgCl) , L EN B R AL EH GFP. TeR TR
12 GFP, 31 Fil Brandford 3% H B W E"

1.2.6 HEMHHHR:

MR R B GTR " 7E 100 pL BEE Il
(10 mmol/L Tris- HCl, pH 8.0; 20 mmol/L MgCl,, 200
mmol/L NaCl; 6 mmol/L #i % Z F¥;0.1 mmol/L EDTA,
50 pg BSA) H,MA 120 pL te (2.6mg/mL) & 100 pL
TR:: GFP, R %J,37°C il B 15 min, {E & ¥ i 0.48
pmol/L T BRET 4 R 3, VK ¥ 1Y 1 mLL P8 AR 28 oP
(10 mmol/L Tris- HCl, pH8.0; 20 mmol/L MgCl, ; 200
mmol/L NaCl; 6 mmol/L $i % Z A% ;0.1 mmol/L EDTA)
PEAR 3 ¥k, Wi 4 B W, 7E 373 nm 4E ] LKB Ultro-
spec’ [ Spectrophotometer ¥ i) tc 2% SR W,

EAMKLEI X E Ml (10 mmol/L
Trs * HCl pH 7.5; 10 mmol/L NaCl; 10 mmol/L
MgClL,), BIA te (ZWEEN 0.185 pumol/L) MEBHH
i (AME 0.133 pmol/L), AARAZEWHBERE
1.5 mL, 85 10s J5.20°C F F-2500 FL Spectropho-

tometer 2 M Y AE{L . 7F 395 nm K, ICF T 400
nm ~ 700 nm B & & 6%,

2 HRREM

2.1 FERESEREREHRE
HTHERAEONTENERRENSTE,
T A F K519 X3 WK pcDNAG/TR , pGFP-RI12
ST eR(BRER CRWMAEILT ) ap, MF
SHTRESIE# .
F &8k pET-TR. pET-GFP ., pTG-K2 ) & T 14
B2 MY 5 F ATl F IS
2.2 MMEBAEE. coli BL21 Ry &R EMA
E H SDS-PAGE # 3
2.2.1 GFP.TetR I TR::GFP £ ik : % GFP.TetR
TR::GFP Zid AR E S ERL, A EAREHE
M TetR.GFP Fl TR::GFP 7F 30°C £ IPTG # S
KESHhERZBHEMAEE, TeR M TRI:GFP 4
UM EHEAMQRERRERFE, GFP £ LU
AEHEAFEE D,

1 2 3 4 5

kD
97.4
66 21— -«— TR::GFP
43.0—
-«— GFP
= -— TetR
310—

40—

1 BEHEAEKHTE T EEK SDS-PAGE 4+ 7

Fig. 1 SDS-PAGE analysis of recombinant protein expression
in E. coli
Protein samples were prepared as described in the method section.
1: pET-30a + ; 2:molecular weight marker; 3:pET-TR; 4:pET-GFP;
5:pTG-K2.

2.2.2 HEAEH ML & SDS-PAGE %l . £ &

- REREAS,GFP. TetR I TRIIGFP B N 35| AT 6

HERARE BT LAF A Ni-NTA S R maifh. ot
BB EALEXR 0% L F(E2),

2.3 MAEANE#WR

231 WRHABELASZE:-HBESaPAMA
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TR::GFP, M HE RS —H,97% B w L HRE : & @ TR=GFP
SRR T INA—E R TRIIGFP, HEA60% # o 2ol TR::GFP+c
s > .. ) bufft
S RT3 5 B0 TR: D GFP f25 1o 444, . g
BB SEA -REBENRIERL. E 15 F —%— TetR+c
E
KD g
—974 2
— 662 3
A9
— 430
0 :
—110 4]0 440 470 500 530 560 590 620 650 680
035 Emission wavelength/nm
§ — 201
i — 144
- &
B2 EHEESLE SDSPACE KM 2
Fig. 2 SDS-PAGE analysis of recombinant proteins purified %
by His*Bind columns &
1:pET-30a + : 2:pET-TR; 3:the supernatant of pET-TR induced; 4:pu- u——g_
rified TetR; 5:pET-GFP; 6:the supematant of pET-GFP induced; 7:pu-

rified GFP; 8: pTG-K2; 9:the supernatant of pTG-K2 induced; 10: puri-
fied TR: : GFP; 11:molecular weight marker.

2.3.2 KAWL FEM Ni-NTA His-Binding col-
umn 45 4k () E 40 & 5, GFP, TetR #l TR ! GFP £
Brandford % M %€ , & [ ¥ B 4 3 % : TR 0.021795
pg/pl; TR :: GFP 0.2915 pg/uL; GFP 0.7941 pg/uL,
VU B 3R R B 29K 2.6 mg/mL, $ AT 1 3L 5 A
AR—FBRA, ERALEEHN 0.133 pmol/L, FiF
T PO E R EE R 0.185 pmol/L, Al F-2500 FL Spec-
trophotometer #& 3 # &% 5 i /U 25 & B H i A A EK
B 6 R B I

TR::GFP Rt BB 510 nom AR KA,
5 GFP —E(; TR .GFP ZE K MM HF EF A HH E
BT, RNEREEEE 7« FEMKERE
LK, £ 510 nm fy A 0 PG 3R K W OE R E
1.132 3% 2.214, HEREH 95.6% (K3 A).

HIE &4 F MIFE M TeR B4 #E & F-2500
FL Spectrophotometer K& #1 , £ 395 nm ¥ & ,7£ 510 nm
RO RS Me, 0 TI3F % (0.185 pmol/L) 3 TetR
BE SR YR W, 7E 400 ~ 700 nm OB A A K5
¥, GFP B R ZOEE M, 7 510 nm f B3R AY & 5T
& A DK, GFP 5 Y6 5% B 8w AR K, B i 3E
AN EEEAK(E3 B).

BAEFE TR IGFP{E N — T EB&, M WHFE™
e —E RSB

410 440 470 500 530 560 590 620 650 680

0.5 . -
Emission wavelength/nm

3 EHABAAFRFRET HELEEL
Fig. 3 Fluorescence spectra of recombinant proteins

under different conditions

A:fluorescence spectra of samples; B:fluorescence spectra of GFP.

3 itie

MEARTIEHES TKEADERS, RE
ARSORERBRAFEESEFINRHNENELAR
ERLSIBESHEYRBRFEANER L AMKSG
HEEREEMZYRNEYREZR. XTHARNR
KAEAGEBEYREGERAMEN E, ARIEFH
EEESIESHERNEANAANE S T 2R
', CFP AARBMEEESHEINN, mER
HHAES 5 TR, A UAT LB R 8 W,
o] LU B FACS (fluorescence-activated cell sorting)
o B B MRS R R AR A,

HiEH R ET GFP 49 5 B 38 1Y ikt
B, EREES BLP E R4 A1 Bla i AR GFP
B 172 - 173 EEEMFR M), @5 %31k GFPI Bla, M
T 4y B AR AR AR — R FE T BLIP @94 115 R85 .
FEB TaR EEQ NHES CImRBIERK, AZHAEH
MRIEEASHESH, & GFP172- 173 EEBRER
FAZEAMAEN GFP WL WM IEAER K
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BIPURE , B LA As SC 2=l e TetR 89 C 3% 5 GFP B4
NGfIBRMAEN, XAEBEFTELLED GFP I
N 3Fe 20460 B B-CAN S5 FI R & B FF %), X GFP 47
BRUFHIFERI R A A, W HiE % GFP
NSRS ESERCFP S 2 REMNEAING.
HHEITH TR GFP £ X H & BL21(DE3) &
ik ALH RN E SN LM, LA MK CFP,
TR fE A3 R4 R B TR::GFP 5 A A 88 5 N
RECHENE  XAAHAER GFP MIFHE L, F
HEEMN,EX - EBNMHSRER,FHIRT AR
e A PO B B X E R E L, 2549 B R TR:: GFP
9 65 B R B B PO 3T 3 VR A 5 0 T & A AR B Y
HEBRRAHE (BIEALER). XEPEHRHA
TRIIGFP R& T HRFREWMEBRB[IERE, KA
HETTFT—FTHEEETHEM. NARBRENEREY
WAL RBRIBEHRABRENINE, HFEE
BEOREEN BOBRETHE - FHRAWR,

BRA MM TR GFP 0] DL {8 B 3% e {8
NSRRGSR %A, 3 L ER A
EERKES FEL - PMAREHHENRFEE
EHNYRHRENE A EEERMGESES A
SHENHME, XAERUSZIXRFEHENH N,
FERTERMNEACERMB AN TSR TRAME
BEPCRESECOE MNHHBEBESHRKOHME
BHE ks — Pk, B TR KR h
R LR,

B O R#MIMmEIHL aRAEIETR YL
TR Rel AT XF RS AFR
A F-2500 FL Spectrophotometer
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