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Abstract: Sweet-tasting proteins demonstrate application potential in foods and beverages due
to their high sweetness, low calorie, and non-toxicity. So far, eight natural sweet-tasting
proteins have been obtained from natural plants. This paper briefs the sweetness properties of
the eight proteins and the molecular mechanism of the sweetness, reviews the progress in the
genetic engineering, heterologous expression, and molecular modification of three
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representative sweet-tasting proteins (monellin, brazzein, and thaumatin), and summarizes their
expression yields in different hosts and sweetness properties. Lastly, this paper prospects the
research, application, and industrial development of sweet-tasting proteins. This review
provides a reference for further research and development of new proteinaceous sweeteners.
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FHZR 13 000 Da'", I TEIZ R 2 AREEZ
B4 A 2 N IEFRIRIE Gly-Phe 4 HLAE 5L N
M EE H (single-chain monellin, MNEI), 7] #2 & H
A" BAh, R X LT I S
WG, RIRBENMPDB &S : 4MON)
N AR F1(PDB &5k . 209U) ) —4E451
Bowmlr, —#WEAR 5 DR BAmn B
PrBaET—A o BHEM IS 1,
1.2 EYEHER

Y E PR T AR Y R
(Pentadiplandra brazzeana Baillon)ft 52, J212
LRI BRI H e (54 ). o R
(%) 6 500 Da). HFEPERSEIREAR; R
P N R & 55 A FE R AR 5% 5 (pyroglutamic
acid, pGlu), w¥E I AE 2 ME A, Hrp, G
pGlu JE X (des-pGlu) i) 4 #2511 9 it 2 2 [
JF TR 2 2 000 F58), 1 EH IR 15 A 23 ]
S O R T (PDB % 5%5 . 4HET), HATEIE
KN 1 AR o BREERT 3 N RCOEAT B BRAL Y
BB, HAN, I A — A R
ST WNAFTE 8 AR TE iU 4 > e,
M4 e T H AR e
1.3 RO

R ORI T B0 A v AR AT A
(Thaumatococcus daniellii Benth)Ag 552, £ 7
207 NI, 42k 22 000 Da, JLEHEE
24 R[] e EREAY 1 600 1% %55 M & R
FEVFELEN IS S, SRt PR3y 2 i
FEIRA T DL 3 FREIEK a, b, ¢; H
h, ROSEER VB0 F NS 8 > hif,
HZS 454 (PDB 5% : 3AL7 5 2VHK)H
3G AL — A 1A B TR B
B =B S . — MR b & A X LA
F—A/NE s KR RO EEA A
53 [ 7E P 9 224 B A o ol )
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14 HMIHKERR
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TasIR3 JiAr %, 4 Rtk 4 Tl 532 sk &
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Table 1 Various sweet-tasting proteins and their properties

Sweet-tastin  Source Sweetness Molecular Structure  Stability Mutants with References
g proteins (times than weight (PDB improved sweetness
sucrose) (Da) number)
Monellin Dioscoreophyllum 3 000 13 000 209U, Loss of activity  E2N, E2M, E2K, [3,7,14,
(natural and cumminsii 4MON after 6 h at 65 °C C41A, ESON, E50M, 20-35]
single-chain E5S0K, Y65R,
monellin) Q28K/C41S/Y65R,E
23Q/Q28K/C41S/Y6
5R
Brazzein Pentadiplandra 2 000 6 500 4HE7, Keep activity D29K, D29N, H31A, [1,3,6,8,10,
(des-pGlu brazzeana 1BRZ after 4 h at 80 °C H31R, D40K, E41A, 36-47]
type) E41K, E41R, D50K,
E53R, H31R/E36D,
H31R/E41,
E36D/E41A,
H31R/E36D/E41A
Thaumatin ~ Thaumatococcus 1 600 22200 3AL7, Keep activity D2IN [9,48-54]
(I'and II daniellii 2VHK after 4 h at
types) 100 °C
Mabinlin Capparis 100 12 400 2DS2 Keep activity Nr [5,15-16]
(1T type) masaikai after 48 h at
80 °C
Curculin Curculigo Change sour to 14 600 2DPF Keep activity Nr [17-18]
(I type) latifolia sweet taste <50 °C
Miraculin Richadella Change sour to 24 600 Nr Keep activity Nr [55]
dulcifica sweet taste <50 °C
Neoculin Curculigo 500, change sour 12 500 2D04 Nr Nr [17-18]
(curculin I1) latifolia to sweet taste
Pentadin Pentadiplandra 500 12 000 Nr Nr Nr [19]

brazzeana

Nr: No data reported.

4Rk, /N1 KRR 51k 2
B R R IR . RS . BT RE R
e N A U W2 -1 L /N T
W AN A T A R S AR 5 4 -1 i i
WA 1 B el 5 SZ2 AR 255 91 0% 324K . Masuda
SIS P R B 1RSSR 0 . S AL
SO AARVE TS, PR T ET R AR 1 BT S AR
SZARAA EAE R BB PR R, B ET R B s
W KBEEGESHES, &6 TiHwZEk 2 45
JEBALK Tas1R2 Fl Tas1R3 40 540 X 8 2H 1 1)
FI4E, TR 2 11 J50 3% T 24 B 2 T 7 1) 1 H i
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55 2 AR 3 TG B TR ity 194 S A 22 [ ) e L
AR A AR R S5 B (B 1), SR,
TR Z AR TR 456 2 G R 2 a1 25
MR BB, AR ROR T AT ik — 2D Y S
Bk

AR KT, ILHRRE R RIS A
TR REROAR PR g, TR SZ A Y S5 4 figg b
GURAAT T RORIERE, T TR FE R
15T 5 R 32 AR i AH B A P L3 AL T 4
fln, 4#K AlphaFold & Wi 1T A Sk 32 &
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SEE % | HREAREETESS THRTRLR

&
.. Sweet-tasting
& proteins

T.;:lsl R2/Tas1R3 Tas1R2/Tas1R3

1 FHREARSMIKZ M Tas1R2/Tas1R3 45
AREEERTE

Figure 1  Schematic diagram of binding and
interaction between sweet-tasting protein and sweet
taste receptor Tas1R2/Tas1R3.
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3.1 EAMSFHIE

TENARE LR DB R . 5 TRk
TS I E 1874 s e a7 WA B S A IORLS AN
EE =" 5T 5 AR EH R 7 i
Tas1R2/Tas1R3 454G () “BLTE WA AL | 5% & Xt
KR B LGS 5L N PREE AT T A iR ek
B4 S 2 1T 1% 4 0 R i s e e R R R R (n
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SR 5 8 O3 2 BB 8 2% 3132 B 1 I R 1) e
R 1.10 pg/mL FREZE 0.31-0.35 pg/mL,
ROEHuRaE BE 4R 5 T 3 54240 AL ik —
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D29N ., H31A. E41R. E41A ., D50K. E53R
SE AR BR O B R R AT A TR U 2 A% A
43638 i H31R . D40K . E41K S48 [ FH ik
JERL R AERIE A 3 500, Ak, mhEEE
P T R 3 AW 2848 & H31R/E36D .
H31R/E41A VUK E36D/E41A, & PRHFI B 140
TR A B A AR S AR K H31IR . E36D A
E41A, Hrij 2 Fiost s 58 A8 (A i AR 58 B2 Al 3k
AR T 6 500 E o dE— 3 FIX 3 M
FIY = R7SK H31R/E36D/E41A [ HHE nl 41
R ERE A A 12 /59, ek, BT BA
RIX 3 B IEFR L KT brazzein AUEHK A
PRI A 000, FRHE H R 2R 1 o R Az
KWy 25 & AF 78 £ 05 45 5 B 3 (multiple  sites
binding mode)"*"*!1,

BT RS R (G B R T R
(R ZEARAE 1), AR D HE A R R B 1) 56
HEEIEIR R 3 AR 39-44 (& FEER ALK
FOFRIX I N RS C A B HLRfH I 1 E36 5%
FERIRIX I 5 9-19 {3 5% L2 1 36 X IR, Al
Py it AR R a5 AR AR A5 AT G BT )
T RV R R 11 0T 45 ) 2% THT 9 HY P oy 22 S R T
FHAR A EER WO, o, XHFRAERK
PETR RIS T e, BBk A B 3
A 52 1) A DX 3 B T 1) w3 72 A o L ik L
AR AVER, DL T 3T X 38 ) 22 L R
Al RE N HAY R B T o, A A TS 2R
SEA IR, DTS 32 4400
33 EG#MERS TR

X 2R EhEEER PR 810 43 AT LA B il 166 0 928 1%
MscoR b 2R, 2 ANtk pg R X 8k K19-R29
DL )z C77-P84 A RS2 PR FLAN IR BT ) G B IX.
BN R AR R N B 2R A HSR TR A
TR BB, ORI 2 298 A8 el A I 9 R X A
AR I — R AR AR 1RO B A
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AR AR D2IN, FLF A i B 24 Ay W A 4 1
FER) 1.6 £50%, eAh, XRDEE A S TR
a7 IE LA 2 LR U K49, K67, K106, K137
5 R82 SE 58 Al i P HEOLA IR T FE,
UL XS IR S 5 T % 8 1 T IR 32 1A
PHEAER, f56 B8 Py B Rt F Hf vk 8 5
FH TR = A BIL T 0 g AR 1020

Xt F 2R DR R 4 F R v i o — A~ E
Jr S X HOCHE R A iy Ak 2= 08 e . Bilan, gy
T 4 AR AL, FERR 58 43l 2R 1Y,
WRA& ARG, AR S, PRI
RIFAJEM; s R R e Sk fs , AR
FARFERE AL, RIEE AW A — A
PRI 5 A 5 SR 5 A B 0 R AR
unH AA = () —FP & “San Sweet T-1007H[) 2
WA INNERR . B RS RAHR S EN
A EH IR FELR I E], I m] 45w R s 1)

DL 25 SR B P A0 R IR 25 1 5T
552K 2 [A]F4) L fuf B A (charge complementarity)
i BRI AR 2 1 BT A ™ AR B HLH A — 2 A
HPESY, EFRER M, KERBIRLRE
WY, JFARE A AR EE 191 5T 3R T8 01 H fef 2205 PR
(Y AR B e ) LRI OR A0S YRR AR 1 R 25
B AR AL E22 . E23 5 E48 A8 N IEH
for ol PR R R S, LR B IR N, Uk
HH IR 2R T A2 RS A ) T LA R Y —
PE> R e LR R S5 4 A3 R 3 o oG B 2 S TR
BRI S —TJrTE, B TR R R R a2
R HAREE G 8 S i ATE 2, ik, B
Hi R AT 9828 SR AT AP e — € I H H k.
TR SRR, R I AR R TG
PN TR e 5T BE AU LA R 2 1 o ik 52
R EAER, AT KRB AR T e, IF
455 FHR IR PR AR 32 14 40 M 27 K P D RE
G35 F AR 2R 1 BT S A AR Ik B AT AR Y, AT
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AE S RAG HAT M (EL A SR 2 2

4 HREFERARENE

T A3 A B 1 1 AR R A 2
BN R AR PSSR FTHE 50 °C BIIE PR B,
WIS R R KRR A B MERE L R T
HRHAE 3z i A0 A R R
B R A A O R T A B
PG, WO R R R SRR 4 Tk
ML FREAMAREN,

RAR TR 1 BT 5 N AR 2 SR (A B
B M AL, K DUIE S B (R BB KA )
5A A BEFN B A R ROk, M
FEE R, HAFRE M 50 °C #E i F 65 °C (B
HRF AR PRI ), Ul BARH IR 3 H B0
AR 2 0] 3% 12 7 =X AR 70 T g
EMEEAREERMCT, R EN, sk
FH R 2R 11 J03 5 PN PR 43 P Bty £ fr 7 2R R 5k
Bk B23 43RS AN AL L. FL W 3§
QA5 , HAREEREA 10°C, RIEA
Jo PR S i K DX O B R B 1 S T AR S AR
EVEBEYIA LR b, Leone Py T
FHIR 2R 12 AR DU 28 A8 R E23Q/Q28K/C41S/
Y65R, HAFEE Mt — 2 m ik E] 77.8 °C (Ta
18). SEHImHTERY, E23Q 2745 SE%R I
Ls, IS Y29 FI G30 T RUHT RO AUk, T
fill % 2878 1) K28 FRELMIEE S N9O FRILTE sl &
S, I SR AR E RN P B SR 2%, A
i A E P XU B R R T
OB AR 2 ] i A ELAE D7 41 2107 0 F 3R
SEPEHA EE R,

AR IR E MR B TR R
k%) 80 °C, Z TR, AEIZENHTHNE
A 8 AL A 4 A s, X 4EEr
HAR e MR S E DY, R, 3 ek R
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FIB B RS> F 9 R 8 H , T RE Kk
P v AR M Y S R s 2 — B Sy Ak,
DR 11 T 2R S A B R AE = R A SRRk S5
TREGSIREE, (HAE pH KT 7 BhER, w5
R, BRI M A G
It HAE NIRRT 28 1 BT py g Ve a2 v 7 vh
(14 1 (AN e 3 8 B 1R S e i i U0

AR 2R 1 T A FR PR 2 H AT 2 HAE B o
SR AT R Tz N A S B (), AR R
3R 1 R B 2 AE 70-80 °C By #fasett, H
P A A T B SR AT A — 2 2580,
L RE K 5 40 R A 1 A IR R e B R
100 °C, DJH N G2 BE . BKitk,
RS e G A 2 11 B RO P Y A PL O
SU 7% B 4 554 el 2 A T R 2 S Gl N o = R 1
R A AT 5T 4 ek R R R A U i F 9 R
Ao 3k, HRGEE AR R e R v
FRE G 1 S5 — (SO X HA5 44 43 B AT
AT BT RAE , k] 22 2 Fh o ik 5 &
Wi kg Gk Dg m AR e, Rk,
Pedefh . CMEAL SRR 5. &E,
BEAG A SR, 20 () B SHE AT A B 1 O A
AR LR E PE R P, A REER LN 2 T
SR AT B R B 1 5™

5 HREERMAERZE

A AR 11 5 R R ) A 1 5 5 1y R
TIZ B2 AR AR R B T2 ek, i85 M 1k
(WSR3 i1 N g i1 2% S =N <IN K 7 1
KA A T SRRk . BRI, TR
& EE, BRRAFMESMRERNZS,
REE B E AR R E AR KER . T X
A3 X FE BEEH R A 0 SRR IR I T
50 ERAMNEHLARIE

Chen %15 Aghera 25RO BRI EE T 7%
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L N PR S 3L R 1 pET-22b 1 pET-DUET Jfi ki,
It 76 KW #1178 (Escherichia coli)BL21(DE3)H 52
ik, Hy=E o niA3) 43 mg/g 41T 5 (dry cell
weight, DCW)5 40 mg/L. Chen 2527 — 57
FHR M #T v -2 6 2542 okl pYESMTA il GALL
BT o (55 IKFE RS, F st s I
TERRPRERE P Ik, P EEIkF) 410 mg/L, 1H
BAT PEAN R R SR B . Liu 258 7 R v e £
(Saccharomyces cerevisiae) ' il M # ik T %R 4H
E, Hy7EKF] 675 me/L, {HAK I 2 &2
ERYFIIR . Ak, Chen 25 2VH] #2540 o
#i pHPC, 7EAE ZF /4 1 (Bacillus subtilis)
LIk TR E AT, Hm A 290 mg/L,
R 2B PR S TR DU ARGE . H AR R R
Kondo %5 PO £ 5 9% 7 It {8 2% % £} (Candida
utilis)Zéik T ENMKEHEN, &N 70 mg/g
DCW, H TR B 55 MR ) b 42 B R SR
R 1A R & AR W AR L . Leone ZEPV
M RAERmIEIRY , £ KB E E coli
BL21(DE3) " R i E AL NME R, &
ikF] 180 mg/L, AR, AN G 22
PN ARTE R i 25 (Aspergillus niger) 3Rk, 7 524X
J 0.284 mg/LP*,

AR TR A AR B R TR B S A A, X
FUEE SN AR Gt L AT R AE R T
E. coli BL21-CodonPlus(DE3)-RIL H ik EH Ik
A, FRABL T RHOR R B 50 19 5225 1A C41AP,
b — A3 3 X R A g 3 A A s, R
I i 75 BE JR B2 £ (Pichia pastoris)t ik T &l Bk
WASR A S AR BN, HR, DL g IR RE
FNHATG R IIMEREAR 1 oL MRIE
Feakpe g W, AR RS,
E— 25 B S AR R 1 T 5 MR A ) S DR SR
R, TR U AR R T2 N
P A A R L
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5.2 EYFHEREHARIE

Berlec &5 13 BE K FF B 11 8 8 1 O - 1k
Sy oM EE T AL AR A T A I A AR B AR
Gt 3L A Y pET-28a JTUkL , I 7E KT E. coli
BL21(DE3)" £ IPTG Sk, Fmaamh
10 mg/L 1 35 mg/L; BlJG A TIECE A iFAn, 15
BN ali A S PR A I AR 11 A B T R Y R [
JEREERER 1000 f54, KAk, Berlec 1WA R
2T A YRR AR B pMSP3456 TR,
I 76 LR 75 (Lactococcus lactis)H i 1+ 7L R % Bk
W &R (nisin) 5 ST RIK, (H7 AR, @it %
s i e A TOE A I, AR T his6 BTk
A G EL ARG B 20 B AT . X 2D A
T A YT E A gL pPICIK. ZF
MR, JF LR AL B e AR 2 (P, pagtoris)
GS115 #, @i IPTG 3Rk, HWER &
iK% 385 mg/Lo BEAL, BHEBIFER Jo I
T EAEYENE SRR pKLAC2 ok, Ff7E
LR i & 4 1 (Kluyveromyces |actis)/@sZ 25 4
Ml GG799 Wik, AifbiEmMEHEABELN
104 mg/L, HFEHEEZ Jyla] B pEpiig 2 130 %,
FAN, Lu FEU05) Bk B A= RORE Wy #H R (o — 5
R 78 (H31R/E36D/E41A) )5 Y # 4 it 26 141 78 &%
FER /N B (Mus musculus) L 7T o k47 3L IR 45 5
PEZRik, HE# - aiks) 332 mg/L, Jfil
I R 5 R T I A5 L R 2 Sy [R] o o
) 10 000 £5, Sy [ml S5 3k i Y A RUAE ) i 2
FERERY 8 fif. ARREAiE T E AW
i SE K HE R IAFF A E. coli BL21(DE3)# ik
TIZRHRE R, I RBRASR E9K B FHEE A
FE B A B R WR B R, 24 A R AR R
1.5 A9 ke, D50 37 B Al g2 Gk &
15 8 2 RVE A CEE 7 5, BT R TR
() 0 B 2 TR I 1T g 55 I 22 (A i E 22 45 4
gk A,
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53 REMERFRERIE

KT RGEEACHIMEERE N SAEY T
FRESF QU , R E D TRl . R M
Y h it T 2R Rl Rk 2K, BN, Edens
SEPURLYE 1982 ARMEMIEE T & R LR 1 8
R I HA 2 A lacuvs WHHFEFHI 1 A~ E. coli
AR AT F 19 2 A5k pUR201 1 pUR301,
FF 3l 1 A1 B R A AR LS S S I T B,
KGFFRE LB EL . JFk, Masuda S0
BT EHARDE I Y pPICIK ik, If
1E Be SR e B (P. pastoris) o8 i ik, ik EHY
25 mg/L, FFRMATFIAE AR IO (B AE
50 nmol/L 47 o f HEE IR LSR8 RE AT
AR FEAA R RE S A A 4t TR 8 R 1A
il , T LG 3R 2R B AR 1 A A R AL A
HA B R ARSI RN TR,
W vERETE 2 AR BUAR B iR Bt a2
DR & B A — 25 52 24 1) cDNA, F£¥51% cDNA 72
PEZ 2K pBII21, L VRANE S AR, #
&5\ B R (Nicotiana tabacum L.), S ARTE S,
LAY GRER EE ALY Rl ER T S S NN S I S e
WA T DR B R A DN B R IR ER 1. 1
Gb, ESMNEA W ER S ETER R A SR 3
PRFIALAT 3 5 75 4% 55 (Solanum - tuberosum)
Tk P,
54 HEHKREQREERIE

T ERE R IR E A W DR EN 1T
TERAMH R R FLRFLERF (L. lactis)H 3k
ik, AR AR ) B AEAR AR 1B B SR T4
PRI YE, 1520 AFR R B Bk 29 Sy [a) T &
FEMERY 100 AR50 (HJE, ZEHRE (R
P 220100 Al W5 N BURE R IR Y 2
e V1 A R 8 A S 3 ALK i 2 (Aspergillus
oryzae)h, 153 T HAFHERPE R0 H B9 &

&: 010-64807509

[, R 2 mg/L AIZEEREE D TR T
ERGFF R R T E AR R, HiZfR E
BLEP R A SRR R, R KB 5
St BRibzZ AN, XFHALE R E A E
HRIRIRER D 3 2 B T SCHkHE 25 AP
R EE 1 BLTEAN [l AE N B B2 Rk gh R

FH IR 2R 1 5T 9 S 5 R Y A AR )
TR I, AR . HIE . S
2418 Fh sl FHBCEY A SR R A 2
A s B BRI, B i 1 A AT
AR RE R ) (R R, S W AR Tk
ARl et NMA BB ENfGFE . BT, A
WF 98 N 51 B8 B O 2 A G i I B I Bk
(Yarrowia lipolytica) Il & w3 7 o5 & 4k fi%
(Kluyveromyces marxianus) fJ 8 &2 5 {1 i (1) £
BEE, HEA T RuEt, #
FHR & R A P R A e & ek b
BA @S, 5 TR, FiHsh
ORI PR RO R A RItR S, BHAT R
&EE R BRI, B E A R E s 4l 8]
B B (U0 3 ) 240 5% 5% B L A 5 ) Hh i 3Rk
A A — AR 1 B e/ R Rk i
U AR 2 AR IE A DR L U T R i —
HIRER

AL, S TR E A BT & Al H #5362
W R HAR i T R A 5 AR R RE . B,
TE L R B8 2 (https://patents.qizhidao.com/) 73
51 A “monellin” “brazzein” “thaumatin’ A 5 5 i)
KRB EBRAE A, Al 51155 1115,
602, 2 424 G5, T LAH AR 11k O R4
RAGH] 17 316 4R TR, T2 ESML
WEAHOR R 1 B AR 26l & e b A T A
WLL5 Amai Proteins, 32[F Joywell Foods.
Sweegen., Ji|E Magellan Life Sciences A H], 32
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FE &A1+ Ocean Spray 46, 7541, Roquette
Al Brain EYHERL ] CHCA T AL A
MPEEN, IEH IR I N HEm T3 .

6 RE5R%E
H A 5¢ T AR 8 1 i % 3 2L 4R Hh 7 B IR
TEPER IR AR . BRARAE P A L R m s 4™
WAL SE T . WP A E R R R —
FOAFTFE G . mdit e . AR . BRI 47
PEm RS YRR B Y S — i, ARk
BA FiRVERR Ry AR 11 BT AR A A= )7 5 )
iy, #E—204h RE SR 1 o iy FH S T
— MERSGER R, BRIER S . ORESET T
N AN, HAEE SR B Lol B
ARk S Al B B R N TS T . teAh,
0T AR R R 2 1 Bk A TR B P A R
FFE RSN, AR A Al BRI A7 R 26 38 2R & )
IR R 11 A 7E T 8 26 AR B A Al ) 1) R 5 5
B AE YA, G R T 20 R
SR Blhn, 755K EHMAKZ T4
ATz IS i T ) — R RE BT TR
(lysozyme )t HA7 4 =5 BB EE (LI RERERY 700 £%),
HEEAMIME, S ZNHTAY TR, &
B R 2R AR 0 AR R T 5T
1) R Sty Bez AR S 5 7 R R SRR 85 07, IR EE
ZERHnE Rk B B TR, &
A MR A R R A S I O E A R,
HERH R R 11 BT by —Folon] 5 g < AOBE 28 R A )
AEmiy, REARKE LS. HIRGEEK
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