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Functions and Applications of Microbial Xylanase

Zhu Jling  Yan Zizheng
{Institute of Microbiology. Academia Sintca, Beijing 100080}

Abstract  Xylans are heteropolymers consisting principally of xylose and arabinose. Mi-
crobial xylanases occur in various microorganisms and can hydrolyze xylans into xy-
looligosaccharides and D-xylose. The industrial applications of the microbial xylanases
include mainly two aspects,one is the enhancing of pulp bleaching so as to reduce the en-
vitonment pollution and the other is the conversion of xylan to D-xylose in the wastes of
the paper-pulp industry and agriculture.
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