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Microbial cell factories for production of

polyhydroxyalkanoates

Zhengjun Li, Xiaoxing Wei, and Guogiang Chen
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Abstract: Polyhydroxyalkanoates (PHA) are diverse polyesters synthesized by a variety of bacteria as intracellular carbon and
energy storage compounds. As bio-renewable and biodegradable materials with diverse properties, PHA have drawn industrial
attentions for their potential applications in many fields. This review focuses on recent strain developments for PHA production via
cofactor engineering and metabolic engineering. The microaerobic production of PHA and application of PHA synthesis genes for
improving robustness of industrial microorganisms are addressed.
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Fig. 1 General structure of polyhydroxyalkanoates. m=1—4,
n=100-30 000, R=alkyl groups C1~Cl15.
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1 FAWTH PHA A

1.1 PHA HYEME MIRE

REZMARRETE HARSIE TR PHA, HAEY
BRGER A 3 4 (K 2), B K R R
YA AR, MR A B A [ R 56 il
YRS, PHA RS/t 2R 24, o 3-
FRIENG TR B RS T 3-FRIE N R B 3-F2 3 ON IR
BT A R, BEANAA 4-. 5-0 6-FEFEAR MR LA X
EAANRURIRRE | AT R RN B I A ) RE AT Y
3-FRILNG W ERIE N PHA SR p 5 il
L1 A ZBERE A 74K PHB 2577

B 3-FIETMES (Polyhydroxybutyrate, PHB)
LSRR B R IR PHA RO, HAYS
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Ws e LAY [ B SR # Ralstonia eutropha WCE (K
2). WEEBKIR LI i i e IO TR E A, B-
P L4 i i PhaA 1L 2 > CBEHG A 455 Z
ik C BERETE A, SRS 7E NADPH HKH1) £ Bt 2 B4l
Bty A &5 PhaB (YA R 18 J509 (R)-3-F2 5 T B4
A, )i PHA 4§ PhaC %4 a PHB™,
112 AENR - At 1 7k PHA

VISR Pseudomonas aeruginosa F1K
A PRMUTE Aeromonas caviae AR ZE A 4w RE A
BRI p-A ki G i PHA (K&l 2). B4 bikiz
1) (R 7 W) A RE TR S 1 A 767K & il Phal 1Y 1L T E
WU(R)-3-FE AL R WEA i A, Fili PHA ARG
PHAP,

PhaA

cotoacaty
AlCoalliyi-

1.~ A
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Polyhydroxyalkanoate (PHA) synthesis pathway. PhaA: B-ketothiolase; PhaB: NADPH-dependent acetoacetyl-CoA

reductase; PhaC: PHA synthase; PhaG: 3-hydroxyacyl- ACP:CoA transacylase; Phal: enoyl-CoA hydratase; FadD: acyl-CoA

synthase; YafH: fatty acyl-CoA dehydrogenase.

V1.3 HAGTE M S 5 s 754 ik PHA

P RABR AT Pseudomonas putida HACFRY
M, Rt R TIARTR N kG R A B PHA (&
2). CTRAGHE A HEARRNTRR I LG R R,
W R] P2 (R)-3-F2 L IR B -ACP 7EBEIL A5 R4 PhaG
AL TIEU(R)-3-F IRt A, SK)5H PHA
AR AR PHAR,

MEA R PHA Bl i, 4545 PHA

BRI AR AR SRR, QAR R AT s Z5H S
PHA FRLARR B FR A A SRR IR, anbE 2 i
AR Z 40T R LA FHAH SCi IR A i & A 2 R AR [
K PHA, Q4w nl AR 3-F2 LN (3HP). 4-
FREETHR (4HB) I S-FREILMR (SHV) S5 AH G
& i &4 3HP . 4HB 5 5HV 1Y PHA,
1.2 434 PHA BKEEAE =

J5 5% PHA (Short-chain-length PHA ,scl PHA)
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BURBR I TP 3~5 A2 08, REALFER 3-8 0L T
TR . B 3-FHE TR 3-8 REs (PHBV) ¥ 3-
FET R 4- 35T AR (P3HB4HB) %5, R. eutropha
JERCH ULAY scl PHA A7 &, B ReFIHIBE 2R ak I 1
Zd 4N T & 80% Y PHB, 41 il T 5 1l 34 200 g/L
PLE MU SRk 4-2 56 TR AE1E y 3HV B 4HB
W AT IR B, R. eutropha BEWs & Ay PHBV &
P3HB4HB.) {2 J=Wl A Alcaligenes latus 1 1] L)k
A7 PHB 5 PHBV, AR SURA IR, B RE
Wi AU, FJE PHB & 8%, — i HAgiks 2 40
THEM S0%LEH .
1.3 FiciE PHA RIABEE =

4% PHA (Medium-chain-length PHA, mcl
PHA) (B IARBR I T EUFE 6~14 Z (0], W5 B M
W Pseudomonas oleovorans FEMEH|Fbedd iR IE S
B mel PHA, R IEES KB, Wi RAEY
o, AR R IR EUR PHA, REMS A 4
T 60%1) mel PHA, 72N 1.1 g/(L- 0", P. putida
A LURFH B 105 B AV b5 i mel PHA, SR ik
shbebik, BERT LA kB IR BRI, SCnT AR kR
17 R AR B B ) LA AR SR AR BE L 36 h R AT AR
AR 131 g/L, PHA & 59%, K %N
2.3 g/(L-h)!M,
1.4 iR KHESL R PHA O A BESE =

b fiE PR AL B PHA (scl-mcl PHA) 235 3HB
5K Ak mel 3HA Hifk (Co~Cyy) IBIILIRY), 8
BAARZH AN ) L R T LA DR 3 A} 1) B 22 [ A
RKFA 28], WK NIE deromonas hydrophila
AL LUF AR AT 12 A S5 1 i 1D R B 28 3-8 3 T TR
M 3-R A C R ILEEE (PHBHHX), Chen 2512738 T
F£20 000 L (4 K& BEWE R A. hydrophila Wi 46 1 55 37 A=
7 PHBHHx HUSE55, 4HMIAAITE 50 g/L Y450
Fi3t, ZJETE 50 g/L (W A AR h BRBERG %, mAH:
7% 46 h J5 S EI AN T 5 M PHA & 5518 50 g/L .
50% , HERPrh 3HHx RS EN 11 mol%.

2 PHA AM& KM H THRKE

2.1 B TIZIRS PHB RUEME K
NADPH 7EMipN EZAE N AWMLk S 54
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BN, SRR AR R 1 A L% . PHB 1Y
AT E NADPH 1R W0 5 L BE 2 B A
(% 3), MAATFIHG NADPH fyJ2 50 PHB &
A EERFEZE ., Lee FAE A R. eutropha PHB &1,
HE K Y 20 K T E5E T NADPH XF PHB A4
A ETTER, f35% & Luria-Bertani (LB) K737
B | LB 1535 5608 4 AN AL 8 2R AR N 1) 2 Rh RE
FRE N T AN 7R, b LB s 2 b 110 3 o i
A L2 It 5% 7 9 [NADPH]/[NADH] , A it & #1| F
PHB (AR e b2 B g5 3 iR i &2 4 200
MR B L AR AERES ] AR 5 PHB (=i, T &
FERR AN R LR W) & AT BN AR R E R R 7, B
I 2 K AT B AR AL 27 G SR B b A2 77 PHB IVR0R S
FER AR R A L AR 21,

it FIRWERR OB R 4 NADPH AR G H:
PR, G4 7 4 W - 6- B R I S B SE R zwf R 6-Wh R -
HATHRR I AN gnd (K 3), RERE4R A
[NADPH]/[NADPJR/KF-, MIfifE#E PHB 5 1L,
HJE NADPH ¥ B i 4 s i il 7 Av 68 e 15 1 g 1%
P, AN AR A2 B T I s R S i
AR AL B B S s B R 023 PHB G5 AL, i
F IR WG SE A tald 45 SR A FF I PHB /Y
Frht 28 2% E B T 52.3%"0, i 3 1k I T
SN thed WTLARE PHB B4 B4R B 1.7 1517,

W E A% IR S i) LU 1k = 7E NAD HI NADP
Z A (B 3), 7NN R AE R AR b ke a2 4
it - (e /U)K P T BT P et 3 3K s B A%
TR AL udhA, BEA SR R PHB =5,
POMRSER T, 31 h 153705, i RIK udhd B EAE D
PHB 77 H o 6.42 g/L, Tfixf BN 3.52 /L"),
NAD ¥ NAD my#z k4= i NADP, JEHIM
NADP (ME—3K U5 (& 3). Li SEPaFsE &M, 7
1 PHB & BGE R E A R T, i 33Kk NAD
ARG SE yfiB REGE A S 2 = ML M 4B NADP (7K
-, PRSI, MY NADP MM EHEE T 1.6~5.2
¥, NADP WKZR 2 m et 7 PHB MG M, 6 LY
RWERERE SRR, P3HB W7 542w 1 100% , B
RS T 76% .
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Cofactor engineering of PHB synthesis in recombinant E. coli. PhaA: [B-ketothiolase; PhaB: NADPH-dependent

acetoacetyl-CoA reductase; PhaC: PHA synthase; Zwf: glucose-6-P dehydrogenase; Gnd: 6-P-gluconate dehydrogenase; UdhA:

pyridine nucleotide transhydrogenase; YfjB: NAD kinase.

2.2 EHEPICHEILE PHA 094

Pseudomonas sp. 61-3 Fl Pseudomonas stutzeri
1317 # PHA 4 PhaClg.; Fl PhaC2p, HA HAKHY
YRR, REAE SCBUR M BE K 1 AR RS, 15
P f p KSR PHAR L, 75 PHA & 0BG %8
AERK R. eutropha PHB-4 "HERIK phaC2p HEH, HH
B A LA AR A B A0 G Cy~C o B scl-mel PHA, (5
ML T ER 15%~41% . ]2 05§ F IR D R
RAIES TR, i ERAR IR, IR R
P37 scl-mel PHA Ay BAIRAL A, fff 3HB H4K LU B BE
5 7E 16~100 mol % 2 [A] A7 I .

TE R. eutropha PHB-4 W33k A. caviae W) phaC
DR, 4530 00 2 DR RB A% L I Sy B R v Ak b A
PHBHHx, H' 3HHx HAR SR 5 mol% , 4T
# M 123~138 g/L, PHBHHx &8 Eik 71%~74%,
1 2R 7= PHA 55038 0.72~0.761,

A. hydrophila 4AX4 B A B n] LLA H g D7 R A
k&2 & W PHBHHX, iy T 4R 15 AN [6] 44 L ] 11
PHBHHx, Jf4#& & @A™ PHA WIREST, Xt
H PHA & BB R#HAT T — RVCH TR ki 78
A. hydrophila 4AK4 W1 3RIEFRIET A. caviae 1) phaP
8¢ phaC FEHREFE = R AN PHBHHx % # Fll 3HHx

PR Y F RS UE T R. eutropha 1Y) phaAB H:H
ALK LA B 7 R 48Uk 7 AR 1 O BRI A T PHA
AR, REMIEIRE] PHA B ILR, [FRHE S
PHBHHx ' 3HB SR LR, 5052 1535 W 0 o
Vitreoscilla “mi% MLZLEE H Y vgb FE R AT DLHE = 40
JRLX S A I AR, DA £ v 4 T 1 PHBHHX

/E\%[zé-ﬂ]o

2.3 #E PHA M#H9aE =
2.3.1 & HDD ## PHA 947~

P. putida REW R AR G L Co~Coy HRTY
mcl PHA, Rl fadB Fl fadA FER 0T LLSSALH: B Ak
WA, MR E Z b iim PHA A&, 25
PHA & i . #m kIR AR A PHA By A2
A Ouyang ZEPSWH T fudB 1 fadA wifbk 28728 #k
P. putida KTOYO06, R WA EE 3%, fERE ik
5.31 g/L (20l T8, Hrb PHA & & iA 840 T &
) 84.3% , HRZ R H %) HDD A4 4 40.9 mol% ,
PR S RS .
2.3.2 /B HHx 7 PHA H947*

A. hydrophila 4AK4 F| H A H B & W& W
PHBHHx "' 3HHx Hfil7E 20 mol% LT, i i @ik
WK PHA GRGER, RikRIE PHA GREHEE

Journals.im.ac.cn
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phaCl,,. IEWAHEG A SN fadD,. MG iR s
BERER fadL,,, a0 A E AT LLR I C RN
BRVR, B 5 40 T 5 549% %) PHBHHx, H:# 3HHx
Fe ik 95 mol% ; u%@&%ﬁﬁyﬁwﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬂ“ HA W
BN T 519% 0 —cd kY PHBHHXHO,
Hdr 3HHx il 82 mol%[29]O

2.3.3 PHV I PHHp H94/*

Shen ZFPOHIIR . PERR . TRRM+—MR% A4k
WG IBR K5 9% A. hydrophila AAK4, & I HAER]FH +
—MR G R 3-FFI WL EE (Polyhydroxyvalerate,
PHV), KAWL, 655 0 isin 8 g/L

FLBEIREE (Polyhydroxyheptanoate, PHHp), 7EW %)
A, W 10 g/L BERRER M ERIR , 4R fEE
k%) 3.7 g/L W4+, PHHp &L 71%.
24 FIHBE—HELEWIEEF PHA HEBE

W TEOLT , 3HB LIAMEY) PHA HLA R 3R 4 75 22
AH BRI B AN 0, a0 4HB BRI R A 752 4-F0 5k
TR 1,4-T %, 3HV SR RATHEA MK
2, mel 3HA FARBRGHEARN RS, X
A IR PR A% ke LS B IR SR AR 22, HLXT A
MIFEMEROR, it e v o 22 DL At A O7 20
I, BRAVERCH B LU BR M 00 T SR 2 e Rk

M+ —ig, ANERELE S oL AN TE, PHV & A" PHA JLRWR, K AEA SO R IR ™ A, 2
BB 45% . Wang ZEBVIBIE RN, fadBA BiGgE #F PHA APRHG Tolk Ak AR = MR T &, g & T
Bk P putida KTOYO06 FI LA BEMREL G IR 3-8 ARZHISEH G, HATRISH —L R 1.
F1 FIREBRKIELER PHA HRBEEMTR
Table 1 Metabolic engineering of microorganisms for production of PHA from simple carbon sources
. . Monomer
Strain Genes manipulated Substrate PHA type composition (mol%) References

E. coli IM109 phbCAB, sucD, 4hbD, orfZ Glucose P3HB4HB 88% 3HB+12% 4HB [32]

S. enterica JE4199 phaBCA, sbm, ygfD, ygfG Glycerol PHBV 86% 3HB+14% 3HV [33]

R. eutropha PHB-4 phaG, phaCl Fructose P(HB-mcl HA) 97% 3HB+3% 3HA [22, 34]

A. hydrophila 4AK4 tesA Gluconate PHBHHx 86% 3HB+14% 3HHx [35]

P. putida Gpp104 phaG, phaC, phbB Glucose PHBHHx 95% 3HB+5% 3HHx [35]

R. eutropha PHB-4 ccr, phaC, phaJ Fructose PHBHHx 98.5% 3HB+1.5% 3HHx [36]

P. putida KTOYO1 phaC2, phbAB Glucose P(HB-mcl HA) 88% 3HB+12% 3HA [37]

2.4.1  FIH]#E#/L 7 PSHB4HB

Valentin %5 P83 i 7 K AT h R IR KL R
eutropha 1) PHB & BRI T phaCAB Fl s WK
Clostridium kluyveri W)3%FATR KA I A sueD |
4hbD F orfZ Ak 13 4 e 8% ] 1 4 % 0 A= 7 PAHB4HB
ML TREE (B 4), fERRSEs b, EAERE
AT E 50% 1) P3HB4HB, 4HB k&
2.8 mol% , (B4 T F AL FHAR A Ko Li 2502
AR R R ARk A2, % 3L R Rk 04T T 4k,
IR M ¥ TR 7Y BT FER 1 4 T i S B ) sad I
gabD HATEE (B 4), 4G T 00 & A9 40 T E R
4HB BRE L, 16 6 L A MERESCSG, 24848 32 h Y
Rige, df RS 247 /L, &H 62.0%H) P (3HB-
co-12.1 mol% 4HB), A J124 Kb Rl 1 244 B B 52
FW], 5 PHB AL, P3HB4HB ILZEEEAYLE T
R, M R R, I I P B R A R A

Journals.im.ac.cn
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B4 FAFEEABREEHLKXBHTESSHK PZHB4HB
Fig. 4 P3HB4HB producing pathway in recombinant E. coli
cultivated with glucose as carbon source. PhaA: B-ketothiolase;
PhaB: NADPH-dependent acetoacetyl-CoA reductase; PhaC:
PHA synthase; SucD: succinate semialdehyde dehydrogenase;
4HbD: 4HB dehydrogenase; OrfZ: 4HB-CoA:succinyl-CoA
CoA transferase; Sad and GabD: non-CoA acylating succinate
semialdehyde dehydrogenase of E. coli.
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242 FTH 4" PHBY
KIGFFE P IETE sbm-ygfD-ygfG ¥ T, BEi i
EIRFAMEAAEG A ZEUNBEAIEG A, BB TTICHE
Salmonella enterica F' prpC FEFHEILTNBEEEE A 5
BRI 2-H AT EIR . Aldor SFUViE A
prpC RAZHY S. enteric JE4199 Wik sbm-ygfD-yefG
M AN E  Acinetobacter W) PHB & M9\ T
phbBCA, BT i H MR A7~ PHBV, Hrf 3HV
&l 14 mol% , PHBV ik 4l T A 40% LA I,
2.4.3  FUHEPR I TR TR AL PHA
Taguchi 2223 E R, eutropha PHB-4 H13%iK75
H Pseudomonas sp. 61-3 {) phaG Fl phaCl A, &
AL AT LA SR A i B K BE LR 1) PHA, H
Hi 3HB FAR S BN 95~97 mol%, FEILIERE ik
R. eutropha W phbAB FEHffif3 PHA & it 26 %4
W R 439 PN W I H b BE S Streptomyces
cinnamonensis W) ccr 3R VL M A. caviae W) phaCJ 3
A5 A R. eutropha PHB-4 W1, 15 %] i) B 41 T RE % |
FHSBEG A0S 40T 5 489% 1) PHBHHx, Hib 3HHx
RS RN 1.5 mol%, LY Co A Eim i
PhaA HEALIY T BEEIEG A B4 B0, cor FEPRR T
AL L G B A A BT B A B HIDO,
TE— s 35, A. hydrophila AAK4 BF /4 B ASRE
FI R B IR i PHBHHx 5% PHB, #1378 Tk
PAFFE . MR T A0S P8 A SRS B R E T 1Y) tesd FE
S A A. hydrophila 4AK4, 413 T L) 4% B
i 45 i PHBHHx, 38 4o PR ok B 0 ) fff PHBHHx
SEEES 10%, 3HHx &N 14 mol% P, 7
P. putida GPpl104 331k R. eutropha W) phaB .
A. hydrophila W phaC VI SR B (1) phaG 3£, 153
1% EE 20 B T DA FH RS 0 5 B0 PHBHHx, Ho5 05
A3k 19%, b 3HHx &84 5 mol% ™,
Ouyang ZB" W% T P, putida KT2442 ) PHA &
AT RIS 5, -1 T —kk PHA & 3 6E
PRI R KR P putida KTOYO1, 7EH T RIKEY
S EBARA phaC2p, FEFE LA K R. eutropha )
phbAB B[R, 75 2 (1% 5 20 B AR T LATE Lo 2 M hy
TRRHRI RS R 3 PR TS 237 /L W4EME T, PHA

N 22.8%, Hid 4 88 mol% HB Fl 12 mol%
KN

3 MEAMT £/ PHB #1%

FEAFE I T 0L B A2 1A & 1
T b ) SR BE S RS U /D T I Tl TP B R Y B T
FE——l A . TCEUREE T LA = 2R 4,
ST FLIR SR IR 55 (AR 7E O A EE T 4E 7 PHB
JEARH FRIMERY , PRI A PHB A 7= 1 Fh B 2 44
AR, RN A LA KR,
Lo 2 2R S AR Wk 7 4 PHB, A AR S
A IZEmE, FR i AR BUS I B ROR Y, B, —
et 58 IR G2 T R T A A T B 1) T R
FALCIF SRR I, AR A B IS AR R R B . A
WAL S K s, T LR 3Rt T T AR ™ 4%
IR RN FE T AE AR S B T BT 47,
PeAEA s R RS AT, XA A IR d A

Alexeeva SFTEREBR T ArcA KM B R AR
HORIR, AE ST I S O AR PRI DL T AR AR
WK %A & A AR, (R R ArcA EIRERH 4% 5
2 R AE IR IR B T A IR A T, TRD R A P Y A Ak
W JFUR S A s, Nikel 252458 ] AcrA 28718
(14 5 20 R I FF B AE R SR N 5 0 PHB, B T —
ERCREY, TEREESAETT, dd bR R O
IR, 60 h BYEE IR T 10.8 g/L 1Y PHB
AN

Wei SN REH S THIAE] PHB ML
77, LUEBR R AERCA A T PHB A UL R RE
RIS, SRR iRt 9 RS 3
FAERERE, 85 R MR 3B T R T
HAB @GN SR AR 3T Punes 4 P
N T PHB 1477, flif3 &1k PHB 1y & &
M 30% 4 S B T 48% o WG I & IR B ARG TR
REAZHE R Poans FOTENE K Pogne DT L FR B 5E7E
K E. coli IW2293 F1 JW2294 v, TERESMET, ™I
PRIEAZ R L BF A= R R TS = 1Y PHB A B
PHB & 43 iA 5] T 58% F1 67% %),

Journals.im.ac.cn
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4 PHA ARAREARBRALHNETRE
Tk A 7 AR A b

4.1 PHA MI&RIRSMEYMRIITE S

PHA W6 W5 4 BT Ve 2 R B U0
AR, A R PHA REfSIG I HAE 2 2 5 (1Y)
TERET] o 4N PHB FEfRIE TR DL A . SR
=BG, AT DAE R AR IR A B s SR
Birp iy SR B = 1, PHB Al L5406 1Y A 77
AFIRIRE , MM MES . Lopez ZUPIRGHo8 &
B, RS PHB B4 R. eutropha [V E:
PHB FH S p A7 iR 32 e 1. fEE AT,
PHB AR Rk Al A Ry 5 A AR A R B P A S i
B, n] AR bR, T 40 e AR etk fb i
P EE iR A 5 4 S,

Zhao ZFUVOIF| HBE L = LR Y PHBHHx
A. hydrophila 4AK4 ¥Y/E B A1 PHBHHx /) PhaC
RAZKR A. hydrophila CQ4AE L BRI 5T PHA A ALY
POk R, & IET AR 4AK4 XF 4% FhEREE K A4
i AT ERANIRG A AHLE] L SIS s A
FAEF MBI S TRAZR CQ4. 43 F/KF I
Kl rpoS Feik BRI, B AR TG R 5 R =K
rpoS Fik EAIMEEL, TEIREIEFIMIBT, AN
PHBHHx WAFTE 2 88 53R [ N B4 rpoS 7E N B JE A 1)

Plasmld to express phbCAB
gene in S. zooepidemicus

ik, M rpoS KRB 25 RNA REHELE GG
BRI F AR, AT ORI A T G52 PR T )
K%
4.2 PHA &RERE £ T4 4 o 89 52
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Fig. 5 Expression of PHB synthesis genes in Streptococcus zooepidemicus improved hyaluronic acid production.
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