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Immunological efficiency induced by HIV-1 p24 DNA
combined with P24 protein
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Abstract: New strategies to improve vaccine efficacy against human immunodeficiency virus type 1 (HIV-1) are still required.
DNA vaccines, exhibiting potential advantages over conventional vaccines for their simplicity and versatility, can induce specific
humoral and cellular immune responses. We developed a recombinant pVAX1 DNA vector carrying p24 gene of HIV-1. The results
showed that pVAX1 mediated gene possessed the ability of effective expression in both transfected 293T cells and BALB/c mice.
And pVAX1-p24 DNA prime and boost immunization can induce significant P24-specific humoral immune responses and cellular
immune responses in BALB/c mice. Furthermore, immunization with pVAX1-p24 DNA prime and protein boost induced 7.3 to
8.0-fold greater p24-specific humoral responses than pVAX1-p24 DNA prime and boost, while the cellular immune responses

induced by combined immunization was lower. The results suggested that pVAX1-p24 DNA and P24 protein vaccine is a promising
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HIV-1 vaccine, and the selections of the immunization strategies are important for the immunization results.

Keywords: HIV-1, DNA vaccine, P24 protein, immune response

I 1981 45 & B e 3L 9 Lok, 23ke A
it 6 000 J7 NG SLW R (HIV-1), #id—2F
SRR TR S 0G L B AR DG PRIRFE T, XA BUAE K
b E I R e iy e S AL 1 R
PRGN NS BRAG K T R A gy, %o 48 55 Rl
SHRIEER T ENEF . HRLEE. A
HIV-1 92 {2 28 1) SC086 0 70 4t 590 16 P9 % 6 109 B
RARM T, B4 K1k HIV-1 S 8 IR A
B R,

g e v AR T I . R . AR
FARIREH A, X BT IRAE AR PR R I TR T
FORIRS, R HIV-1 ERMPh, #1444
FEAEBSG . SRR HIV-1 T REWS7E R KK sh W) hifs
SPUE BRI, H R I A Ml BB ) T e A
b R FHBY R 8 R B (1 S B S T A T
TR G S R RGN A0 G BN o AR
PR F DNA AR B AR A B 2 5w, 78
HIV-1 % BB & v B EOR AT 77, HIV-1 58 4K
PR T B AR RB S A 8055 AL AR 7™ A A T G328 R 4
BRE N, AR [ REAEAE & A PRI ), 1 DNA
W B et A T AT AR S . 1992 4F
TER R ZATINRETT K4 1 DNA 2K B IR gl
AT S LA 7™ Az A X T A R b 9 e D 1Y) B 5
BT, BEJE R 30 4, DNA 2 Al bl bk 22 3 i 4%
o i g8 R AR (R i AR ), Hoh S HIV-1
DNA REHFSE, XS 5EIEN] DNA 21 RE 5 15
BIUAA 7 A B0 A S ) 200 B SR i AR VR 328 2 g 41
TR VAR S L S W NS Lop e R s S|
JEITAESR IS : HIV-1 DNA $£ i 9 E B B0 4fi 1
a5 A g v A (T RB 8 7 R A S sl i T o
VAR AR SN, HIV-1 DNA S A I R 13
REAEW T H2 2D, S5l 4 A% DNA B
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FW]'T HIV-1 DNA S i E KW 7 o B2 5 H A2
FI) HIV-1 ZEHAH G, DNA S 175 5 19 G092 50 AH
XFAREEE , AR T A TR] A 5 s 344 5 L G 28 S v
PR R H DT, DNA RAREEH B s 5
Ak, HrR e B &, prime-boost T TR,
PAKCE R R PE T i 3% R G0, XLy IR — 2
FERE 38 T DNA B 1 A S OR o AR S F Y
pVAX1 DNA JEZRLSH C k17 T A R Ak, JF
Bl [ BRI A B 514y (FDA) iR ofE—
A LA T AR SEES (19 44 DNA 5 A S5 38 T 571
TSP DEF P24 AERBUREIN, WA RIES
FUA A8 AR S N HIV-1 FEE S, FFXF p24 FEH
BT B A, LA I A D A A A Y
FakIKF . ARSI pVAX1-p24 T4 DNA fig
g 4F BALB/c /INERAR P75 LI ARy 5 1 PRV S g Fl
M G E R, LR G R P24 RIS S
PE TS T M BLAA S8 SO J Bt R TR e Ao
SRR T b ELAT B 7 I A e 8 1 5 O S e T
T 2 B2 T BB SR
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1.1 JRAL. E#FIL A

pVAX1 I H Invitrogen /A F ; pVAX1-luc,
pShuttle-gag, pGEX-p24 [Tk kA 52 55 & 44 HE I {1
5 ; KIHATH TOP10 F1 Rosetta I [ [ TIANGEN
VPR RA A NS B R 293T
FI 35[E ATCC.,
1.2 FZiFFAdR

PR 14 PN DD it P 422 B - TaKaRa 23w Jig
A 1ML 3E M H Hyclone /A ] ; DMEM 353 5E0 H 52 [F
Gibco 24 Al 5 TR $E B 5] & A1 TRNzol Total RNA
Reagent I F H [E] TIANGEN A= ¥R A R A A it
HIV-1 p24 B wREHIANS H Santa Cruz /A H]; HRP
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PRicEHC R 1gG Huikly A A2 A F
1.3 & A & FNIHIE
1.3.1 pVAXI-p24 DNA JEHT 9152

DLEAALREHM AL gag HEEH
pshuttle-gag MM, EiF51¥K 5'-ATGCGGCCG
CCCCATCGTGCAGAACATCCA-3' (Not 1), R3]
Y 5-GCTCTAGATTACAGCACTCTGGCCTTGT
GG-3' (Xba 1), PCR 1§ p24 HH P3|, ¥4
Not 1 Fl Xba 1 BEYIIE RIS , 5 285k AH ] 5 D) [1]
Wer) pVAXT #4275 30 B 4L TR 0 e BiE
AT E YL TR pVAX1-p24.,
1.3.2 L7 G557

AAEAE T 10% A5 4 17 .2 mmol/L L-4 2 B .
100 U/mL & FH 100 mg/L 5% £ Dulbecco’s
Medified Eagle Medium (DMEM) };3#%E (37 °C, 5%
CO,) "hlliiEA: K, BEYapkE A gL 5x10°4LEFpF
6 fLARAIFLH, H 10% 648 135 ) DMEM #5357 5
Bige, UM AR 80%~90% I, #5537 K
iy DMEM i s F% 0k, BlJG5Y pVAX1 JikL
1 pVAX1-p24 Tk, BEFLAE AR 390 0.4 ng,
1E37°C. 5% COEFHMPIEHT 4~6 h, ZJFH&
10% I[Li ) DMEM B FR bl , dkZessss 36 h,
HEAT S S n A
1.3.3  Western blotting 7l |7 764

W EHE Y pVAXT ORI A pVAX1-p24 JFCkE )
293T ZffL, FHANMI R LIRS 2, 1 Bradford
TR E AR, £H 40 ng AT 12%0
SDS-PAGE HEEHLIK , SR JGTEVK | 300 mA 554 F %
1 he 5% MR EREH 2 h, INA—ER R
Bl —bt 4 CRPLER, H TBST Ve 3 K, #1
A BAR L AL B =R E 1 h, SREH
I A ASCRSE I
1.3.4 P24 2 [FIH75FH LRI

P E A AL pGEX-p24 %4k Rosetta H#E,
IPTG 55 28 C&Rik, @75 B FE IR & P24 21,
It R MZ TR A BRI 44k, SDS-PAGE H,

KA, FRZARAFLifR P24 I,
1.4 JRAL pVAX1-luc iE5 /R

6~8 JEli BALB/c MM/ R F o [ B 2L
Besh ¥ Eoh.O, WIHRESR . K 20 pg W
pVAXI1-luec B# pVAX1 435I 13 4T BALB/c /)N ERUBRR
WA, SEseH A IR &1 4 H/NRL, AR T
1R,
1.5 FEERSYE

pVAX1-luc 5% pVAX1 43573 5 1) BALB/c /MR
7d 25, MBS 100 pL &4 E 30 mg/mL B D-
POLEMER . 10 min J5, BEEEHROLZ, &
N BURRIE 300 5 AR B0 0 AR SRS 0 20 D' 3R A /)
ERENAE SV ol
1.6 ANAYALR ok N R BEIR & £ FH AR

pVAXI1-luc 5 pVAX1 74119 BALB/c /N 7 d
ZJa ., SUHEME AL FE/IN B, HUH R UL A 414
P4 1 W £h 22 vh I (PBS) ek TR A I
AW, o R B2 22 vh il (Promega, E1500
RIS TE VKIS S A A, SRR IRAE 4 C
12 000xg /4 FE L 10 min, B ET90L 2 il
Rl A2 3 /N
1.7 s %k

BALB/c /NRFEHLZEL AL B Fl C =AML,
T 10 H/NR. A HTES pVAXT E X IR, B 41
S pVAX1-p24 ki, C /& pVAXI1-p24 JBki Al
P24 EH (RIS Freund 157 BEAHIE. %
HESHARI R 100 pL, YERABRRALAES, 4&
FBE4 50 pL, Hith pVAX1 Fll pVAX1-p24 4 5]
&40 pg/H, P24 B AR 10 ng/H. 52 K
FEE 3 R GLEI 2 JE AR/ BUBEALIR S 5 FUHR HE H
I, FEALSEICEAN LA I P24 R 5 (AR G s A A
LGB S o B A LG O B R AR Y LR 1
1.8 ELISA #&il] P24 45 F BIKK %8 K N

MR ai ey P24 Bl H L 0.1 pg/mL YK
FEALPE bR, 4 CHEBER, PBST % 3 K. /D
BUMYE LA 12100 Fike, ZJaf5Lmime, AfLmse
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Table 1 Animal groups and immunization schedules
Method
Groups Mice
0 week 3 weeks 6 weeks
pVAX1 pVAX1 pVAX1
A BALB/c 40pg 40pg 40pg
pVAX1-p24 pVAXI1-p24 pVAXI1-p24
B BALB/c 40 ug 40 ng 40 ug
C BALB/c pVAX1-p24 P24 protein P24 protein
40 pg 10 pg 10 pg

100 pL,37 CH#¥E 1 ho PBST ¥k 3 WK, HA 1 10000
MR AN, — 40, 37 CH¥E 1 h, PBST ¥E 3k, Jn
A TMB &t IF 250
1.9 IFN-y ELISPOT # P24 45 R B9 G 1%
& 1z

ELISPOT “FH A fLAIA 100 uL TFN-y fuglibt

1K, 4 Ctugid s, PBS 200 uL/ALYER 5%, HIA
B 200 uL/AL, FWEMA 20, FEREHWR, K
YR/ BB 4 i3k 1x10°/L A ELISPOT 96
LA, SEEALIAREY) (P24 B KRk 2 25 O
10 ug/mL), 37 °C. 5% CO, & 24 h, A4,
FEFKUE 2 K, BERRER R W (PBST) ¥k 3
W 10% G4 134 1) PBS 4% 11 100 %% HRP,
100 pL/ALE AN A ELISPOT A b, iR F# & 1 he
FEELBAAR, FAT PBST Wik 4 WK HI PBS Y 2 X,
A R 100 pL/AL, ZE i T #GHE 5~20 min
OF IR ZEH (048 1k), 100 pL/ALEE TKL IS
o, HEBFI/K 200 pLALESEREET, H CTL &
A] Immunospot FEEUEEL, T a R .

2 HERE040

2.1 FELBFR¥ pVAX1-p24 DNA ZEHHHES
Fix

AR pVAX1-p24 )G 8~ Pemv, HitE
i Kanamycin, & il T~ pUC ori, Fris iyblist
2 HIV-1 fK5eE A p24 224 . K pVAX1-p24 i
KA pVAXT ORI 56 4% 293T 40 fifd, 48 h ZJ5,
S0 A IR ISCEE I3 W 5 H Western blotting £ A K
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P24 HARBIEN . SR ME 1 PR, pVAX1-p24
DNA BEETE 293T 4l = 5033k P24 M.

2.2 HIV-1P24 ERERRNREANFELEE

YR & ZRIR kL pGEX-p24 5 A\ FeikiE 18,

M IPTG #5365, s MZNTEEYI2ifk )5 1) 22k =
YIH SDS-PAGE HLyk %, 4R 2 fs, T4
X4 F 12 24 kDa AL E A — BRI, K/
5 p24 A —3,

1 2

m—_——

1 pVAXI1-p24 DNA 7£ 293T 4 A 3R iX

Fig. 1 Expression of pVAX1-p24 in 293T cells by Western
blotting. 1: 293T cells transfected with pVAX1; 2: 293T cells
transfected with pVAX1-p24.

1 2 3 kDa
- 43
— —29.0
o
ke —20.1
—s 143
ke |

2 SDS-PAGE &4 {L By P24 R
Fig. 2 Purified P24 protein by SDS-PAGE. 1: P24 protein; 2:
protein marker; 3: negative control.

2.3 pVAXI-luc DNA 7£/\FRARERAL A B9 R i&

DNA & Hj G ROR i — A FR 1 R =2 bt s g
AU N A Bt 251 o8 TIAIE pVAX1 DNA
oA BT R ZENLIR N R kgL, R T
A7 luciferase FEH) pVAX1, &40 pVAXI-luc
DNA , 7E/)N U FR LA 7333 7 2 pVAX 1-luc DNA FiI
pVAX1 DNA, 7 d 51 FIE RS sUgH AR F LA
21 2 H G 2R AR 15 35 RS T 2 AR ARG T 4 5 35 PR 7
WAL FaktEil. WK 3 s, DIREHZ
J AR R RE A2 /) RSB AR L IR 67 B A AR a8
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A B P<0.01

It bt e et

O—NWAUNAIROO—NWAUNA
T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

Luciferase activity
(x10° RLU/g protein)

Overlay AR L
160.00 170.00 180.00 190.00 200.00 ‘ ?j"\ ,\Qo
PVAXI 40 pg PVAXI-luc 40 g R R\

3 pVAXI-luc DNA AL E S R /DR AR A B FRIE
Fig. 3 Luciferase expression in mice muscle after seven days detected by in vivo imaging system (A) and by luciferase assay system (B).

2.4 ELISA il pVAX1-p24 DNA )b % /& FnBk Weeks 0 3 56 8
A P4 EARKRIFESHRERE R \; \5
pVAX1-p24 DNA LI 40 pg/ HAH]
BALB/c /N, IFTESS 2 G252 FRIS 3 I fad o001
J5 2 JEASIN P24 Ff R BRI G S K. aniEl 4 9 =3 5 weeks T
Fi 7R, pVAX1-p24 DNA %2 1 B2 05 7F BALB/c /) il § B 8 weeks
TS O SR RS, 3 SR 0 M
VRARIE SN Ll 2 R G 8e Ji ARV e /K P 85 2.9 Ao g S
] I S2 86 AR BT pVAX1-p24 DNA B4 P24 5 1A 241 P01
ISR RE NG . S5 SR 2 KIS 2 A s =1
R TRARIEACR , HAE SRR R PUARTRE E 2 z,]

pVAX1-p24 DNA FM G Rs i S PIARRHEER 7.3

I
H

G, DL DNA 95 1 FIZE 1156 5 Sl AEAG VS 1 e
(SRS SR VAW S IR B 85 3 eI 2 A SEE AR S
202 6 OV VK TR PSR 2 e 2 I A & F
7, (HRIBA Gt 5 DNA Uil Gt 1] 9 25 52 &

HA | e A A7 IPE S b L e S SRE iy B

WRR, BEREAZNEFAMMEZ DNA B El4 pVAXI1-p24 B RZFIKES P24 EH %% BALB/c
WA FIBUREER 8 . YW S DNA W ixowm prd 45 Sk R % Is B K

PR A [, DNA S R BB A RIS Re it S5 Fig. 4 p24-specific humoral immune responses in BALB/c

e . mice immunized with pVAX1-p24 DNA prime and boost or
HH BT SR L AR S AR R 5 R pVAX1-p24 DNA prime protein boost.

© hER S M S AT TR S e Cha SITEACON, i ac. on



778 ISSN1000-3061 CN11-1998/Q

Chin J Biotech

May 25, 2011 Vol.27 No.5

2.5 IFN-y ELISPOT #&ill pVAX1-p24 DNA 558
REFMKE P24 EERKRIESTH P24 5584
oI KN

IFN-y ELISPOT #5252 3 W] pVAX1-p24 DNA
PG S I A T E YT S A RO R S 1 A
Yo JZE SO o B 5 1R B9 SO AN ), Bk 92 U 5
IR TR ) 20 B SR S AR, 5 2 RS 2 A,
pVAX1-p24 DNA U0 G205 BT 75 5 19 P24 5 57 1 41 g
o E N BT JRIR S e 4 2.3 5. 55 3 IR
Ji 2 JE, RSN G B KRR 2 IR R
AATE], (25 &, pVAX1-p24 DNA Hjfi 4
PEAURIR A e Al 5.5 % B Ui TR K
G g8 7 2ORE 7= A AR G B8R

- P<0.05
[ 5 weeks l
[ 8 weeks

HIV-1 rSFC/10° splenocyts
w

N Y &
AV‘} h > @@
N & qyﬁ
4 W2
Q¥ 3
Q K
4
4%
-Q

5 pVAX1-p24 DNA B2 %ZFE P24 ERKERER
B0 P24 5 240 % % I L

Fig. 5 The p24-specific cellular immune responses in BALB/c
mice immunized with pVAX1-p24 DNA prime and boost or
pVAX1-p24 DNA prime protein boost.
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3 itk

JUEMENBE 2K, DNA JEHTA BRI AEL
B, B[R I A AR —LE BRI R 2R, BRI DNA J2 1 1Y)
T PERCAL , For— AT 2 Y BRI ) R 2 DNA 84k
TE 5% YL S ML PN 04 FRIB OB & BT T S 3o 4 R
WS i A2 A A R R R AR T AR S
S5 W] pVAX1-luc RESTE/INERUBRFR L A 14 1 7
BEEAMERSE, X WE pVAX1-p24 DNA % i he
B 7 /)N BRI PR 375 B B AR S P AR VR 2 52 7 R 24 L
G S8 SN AR TIE o (H 2 3 W 1% A4 AR 0 45 SR 3R W
TR WA S, FrLATEA 5 W S50 T D
T HE pVAX1-p24 DNA BER AR, REd
Ji 35k PR AR AL AR 41 ) 2 0k 80R ok i — 2B 4R
pVAX1-p24 DNA R ) G sk 71,

DNA 92 v FI A 12 B 7R 5 S DI AR S 93 5 Tl 4%
AR LT DNA SR REIS S 5 AT U 5 14 20
G A A2 S S YT A PR W LA
A LB IR S 0 AR VR S 28 %7 A 2 1) S S i )
VEZ W5 R DNA S8 1 FIER 28 1 K & S e R 1%
O N R AR e SR ] AR S ARG Y (S P 7N
SETA R DNA J28 1 FER 1528 1 10K & S8 1
FEHR e % 155 2 7K T A R VR G 928 R4 L 4 58 S
Ji, Bl Osorio % 4i& it & DNA B ¥ ik (A
PE T NGRS R FIRE T W S DNA BEH N5 DNA
O G A L, AR B R AR, RIS DNA B
M REd INF-y B/KFHE =2, Rafati S tBARGE T
DNA e 5 DNA FIEE RS e, 40
B B8 SR K T R P AR S B i 4 B R
pVAX1-p24 DNA ¥ i Bl 6 g3 AR AS 75 5 1 O i 1Y)
P24 RS AN G E SV, 1 pVAX1-p24 FlI P24 &
FIE BT R e W5 3 0 B 3 /KO 1Y P24 RS ik
TR IEE ST o 1% AT BEFI DNA S B LA KB i 45 A
() AL A DG . ARG T DNA R 1 T g ML I
ARG, A —MIAly DNA % B 76 1R N TR
F IR AN 52 3 0 TR 2 B g A R AR Y SR e i
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2. DNA #EA4IMIZ G, FE4U N RBHREN,
i J B L P ) R 8 e Tl % e R IR 4 A 1N I oA
5 MHC- | 5 FIERE &), 4 MHC- | 43 Fig e &2
i, WO CD8™ T 4HfL, & 438 o AT BE /- I BURE L,
22 MHC- Il 53 F i AR WG R S % S, It LA DNA
PE T BENS 175 5 200 M G 8 RN ARV B8, (H LA AN i 8
SR A PR R HE AU, AR ME BB
HEA LR BT, TR I 2 R S R A S
MR I 5 100 A L W, 7 PR A 3 i A4S P
TR AERKIEYS MHC-NT 2 FIERE AW, &
MHC- I /3 Fi R 23 N IMAES B ke 40 n 6 1k
PRI A, 7 A DA S8 By 3 1 G 28 )
R S A A s 4L AN I e 8 SR K- E DNA
B G I T AR R B TR ATITA Y DNA 2]
VRTE 200 B P9 09 SR B RO R ] ) Jed, H fie—
YK DNA Joik B pbam 2105 A (0 0038, DA i 5 S50 4
GaJE N KA o 7T LA 3 Ao 180 5 38 S s 12 g 10K
o e RO, 4Nk 1] DNA-ZE F1-DNA. [ 5
SR, B A M S ROV KT o BRILZ AN, X T E
SRR B R S R G, R AT
HER G o e 2 Y A 28 S NE S DNA B 4 e 24
FHCESS , A R I7 5 05 o 1 A VR 2 L
T B Sy 4 THT 1) S 08 S R T AL X — LB Y
G R VE T RERE W 2L, AT HIV-1, el
LR 2 T O 20 BE A8 ) 7 S AR TR B 328 R 40 i 4
PEMPEIE ™, MR, FRERFIMR R, 75 E AR
S SRIE RN, SRR U [R] ) e B SR . AR SC

FATF S 205 S0 R 75 3 A TR s 9 B8 S g P A3 1 B
K

g Lk, ARSI HAY pVAX1-p24 DNA %
HiBESFE BALB/c /N T E W P24 FEF IR
FER N o JF H pVAX1-p24 DNA Sty L) K e
P24 5 [V i 15 e Oy S B AN IR A R A
X — W FE 45 A N S B I D ST SR A T B S
P o A 3 25 1
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