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Strategy for soluble expression of phage-displayed scFv
antibody specific for zebrafish vitellogenin
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Abstract: We developed a new method for soluble expression of phage-displayed scFv antibody specific for zebrafish
vitellogenin. The scFv antibody F5 could bind zebrafish vitellogenin specifically in phage-displayed form but not soluble
form. The gene of scFv antibody F5 was cloned into vector pET 32a and transferred into Escherichia coli ori DE3. With
inducible expression, soluble scFv antibody 32a-F5 was obtained successfully and could also specifically bind to zebrafish
vitellogenin. The insoluble expression of phage-displayed scFv antibody was a common problem in the practical use of phage
display. This study offered a feasible way to express soluble scFv antibodies with biological activity.
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Wt R4S e R BB LA SCPE ) N T O 1
(R Rr S PE BT TR L o R A SRR BB TR SO
AP I — ORI T EAZ A (DERL. 3858, A
), ZBIMATEN T BB EE BT A
Feis ST MR, A HUAR R BT BB R A% A W
K FFG P AR Rk | R IB AT 2 BE TR
Prg A, fEvR AR, B A B R R R B A
BN RERTIEPE R L, © N Wit TR S 7n B AR B
Hh 28 W B Y R, XA ) R 28 TR P A S
%, AN E RS AR S AT, [H o A SOk
i 1 122 [0) L) g R T 5

ASBIF 5 1 W T A BB TR JRe 7 SO SR FH Y 2
M13 ZZIRWE AR R RGP, PABE SR v e B0
k& pCANTAB 5 E _FIF7E RIAAFE TGL Hp ik .
TEWETE AL pCANTAB 5 E H, SUBESTIA F Bt A 2
M13 W& RS 7e 2 11 p3 2 11 AR 5 kAT p3 dE
(] i A P bR % o TR AR REEDTIA S p3 R Z
[ — D EEHIZ AL T TGL A HEHIL 1k T4 46l R bk
Fr ik i EERTIA A 20% A5 p3 EHRA, G
SRR SIS T s AR A ), el E s R s
f) B %% 4 1&  (Single-chain variable fragment
antibody, scFv); JIr3Rik i HTA 80% 5 p3 &I
e, JFLL p3 HH i e A AR b, R A
PEATLHAE A ZE R Ry, 21 2 3 g T A 3R 1
A W TR AR R B X SR BT iR (Phage-displayed
single-chain variable fragment antibody, phage-scFv).
TERE XS e — 30 0 T AT B T e I, ARG DN Wik T 1
AR IE 2 B SR AT P AR B R B LA
P>, S I BIVE SR R HE AT — 20 i 53
Pr5 .

MRS BT, A TGL 40 B #E T LAIR] I 3k
ALV BB BT A R TR A R O R BB BTAR, H
SEBr EIFAR NG o AR S A A LABE S £ B B A
(Zebrafish vitellogenin, z-Vtg) M8, FIH BUIE
MW P A J /R BRBE PR SCPEHEA T 4 ARk IS A, BT
B AR M W TR R SR B IR Y R RE AT IR MR GA . TE
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TV T AR AR FEA L, R B RE AT IR TR
IR HREEDTIR BB 7E 200K pET-32a 5 RIAHT iR &1k
Witk ori DE3 WL Bl nl VA PR IA , BRI At T
— A AT PR RT3

1 HBE7 %

1.1 FRAEARER

PEZS R 1.3%10" A BRI G2 BB BT (4R 0 B 1A
JE IR SCHE AR 236 5= A | WE TR (AR 214« pCANTAB
5E KHAE FHE KA # TG1 I [ Pharmacia 23 7 .
KT # 2k 3k pET-32a 5 K I kT 1 1K Bk ori
DE3 ¥l H Novagen A #] .
1.2 SRR

PRI PEAZ R N VIR Nco 1. Not I . EcoR 1
Fil Xho 1 iy TaKaRa 2\ w7 fifi, Pyrobest DNA &
fiti }y TaKaRa 22 A7, T4 DNA # N MBI 2
H] 77 o HRP/ANti-M13 B 5E BEHTIA Y B Novagen 24
Hl, BlBL His tag fR e fEHTIA S Roche 24 Rl ™ i, F
UL 19G/HRP conjugation 4 [ KFLRMHE 2 7], DNA
B DI & ) B 2 R A AR A R AW . K
FFHi 5L 2YT. SOBAG. LB P /7 W, Pharmacia
F1 Novagen A A A4S, PBSM R 4% g4
i) PBS ¥, PBST A% 0.19% Tween 20 (1) PBS ¥
& . Western blotting i i) DAB ¥ i 2H A% : 10 mL
Tris-HCI (pH 7.6, ¥ & 50 mmol/L), 10 pL H,0,,6 mg
DAB. ELISA JEY) TMB 41} : 0.1 mol/L RN
W (pH 6), 1.5 mg TMB (iF T “H W), 10 pL
H,0,, JNZEMH/K ELARFL 25 mL,
13 ERRAMEEINEEHR (z-Vig) HIRE
mix

BRI A G5 BRLBE TR W AT AR R s ST I L R
ki pPCANTAB 5 E WIE A RAFAETS F I, 7RV LT
TR HIRBOR M13 I TR K s B B AR TR X SC
JE o PR T AR SR 1 EL A D5 74 WL Barbas 2P 56
EATHAGAR . 4ifkiy z-Vtg B Liao 0L Pk
U BRI TR A SRR SCPE M A B8A 50 pg
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4l z-Vtg HEH PBSM st iy e i vh, 37 Cf
i 2 h, PBST F1 PBS 73l ¥ Sy 20 Um, AIA
Bl 25 1 KA FT T TG (ODsgo=0.5) T 37 CHRifi
1 hJG TG SOBAG Vi, ¥ P& T 30 CH Kt
5 2 KA 2YT-AG K373k (AG KR 7 100 mg/L
HNHER, 2%M%ME) & TP Ry, R
I DA 5 R AT N — ARV I
1.4 Dot blotting &N

N — A8 3 1A BEALPRIR 8 N pE &
96 fLANALIGFARIG SR, B RRIA AT AP,
VAT SAEEUATZE RIGFT A TGL Hhiyif eIk ik
WLSCHRIT] o 2TV P B EEPTLIR Y 6His-tag A% o U5
SFEM A ABETTIR 4 pL 5 T RYRRET 4R E L
BT 575 37 CH 4% PBSM 4] 1 h; PBS Ui 3
KBRS BT His-tag BL7E btk (11 3 000)
i) PBSM 1, 37 CHl'E 1h; PBST il PBS 437V
5K, ¥BHRASH PR Ig G/HRP (1 :5 000) Ay
PBSM 1, 37 “CJit# 1 h; PBST F1 PBS 43l ¥EfE 5
W, ¥R AR KY) DAB %R B,

[T, ELISA %55 3 26 B o [ 47T 1 BE 5 1)
z-Vtg, JriklAl 1.5,
15 ELISA X£EPRMRE

M55 —FE T Al b BEAL PR e % 96
FLANMLIE FRAR RGBSR Wt A e /R B Bt
&IE 2 (Phage-scFv), ELISA %% phage-scFv X
z-Vtg BRG], JrRanE o sl z-Vig H] PBS Hi B
&1 200 ng/mL, fnA 96 fL#k, £l 100 uL, 37 CL
B 1 h; PBSM & 1 hJ5, JIA 100 pL &4 £
phage-scFv iy PBSM, 37 ‘C{#ik 1 h; PBST £l PBS
vk 96 fLAk 3 WS, A 100 pL & A
HRP/Anti-M13 HLsgfESHT{A (115 000) i PBSM,
37 ‘C{#E 1 h; PBST F1 PBS #-434%k 96 fLAk 3 ¥
J& , A TMB JEY) {4, 20 min J5 F 25 pL 2 mol/L
H,SO4 28 1S, BiEbRiX 450 nm 324,

W A BIYE TR ST, TR S IR S T VP R
BTG AT — 20 0 b, T P SR IR AE K

FFEs TG Hh i) R $ U v DL SCHIR 5]
1.6 EgEinik F5 2ERAIY L

Wit EcoR 1 Al Xho T DI 5 ke S 1k
51%), PCR ¥ MY FREEHUIA FS JEIH . 51 Yy i b1 e i
FERT G ARAF G, FIE 1.

#x1 BEHIKFS EE PCRES|H
Table 1 PCR primers of scFv F5 gene

Primer name Primer sequence (5'-3’)

Forward S1 CCGGAATTCATGGCCGAGGTGCAGCTGG

Reverse S2  CCGCTCGAGTTGCGGCCGCGCGCTTGATTTC

The underline base is the site for restriction enzymes.

PCR %M : 94 CHUZEPE 1 min; 94 CARPE
455, 60 ‘CiE k 30's, 72 ‘CZEAH 1 min, 30 MG ;
B Ji 72 ‘CHEMR 1 min, PCR ¥ /¥4 1.5%Bilg
WEEEIC VK S E S, UIF B Y, DNA K IR
&l B,

1.7 EHERIK F5 M5 RIL

4 PCRY™ 1 [N () F5 BE 4 EcoR T Al Xho 1
Mblfe, FokEs|FRikHEIA pET-32a (A Trx Tag,
His tag 1 S tag), 42 ‘C#Ali % L2 KT ori DE3
CaCly J&Z A, Utk fi LB-AK V4L (AK R T &K
H AR 50 pg/mL, RARHEER 15 pg/mL). PR vk
i3 PCR il DNA I FEHf & .

W BHE 5B T 30 °C, 300 mL LB-AK ¥ 1A 15
FesLh, &y 1 mmol IPTG 5%k 10 h )5,
10 000xg &5.0> 10 min YA W , F5H 6 mL 20 mmol
Tris-HCI (pH 8.0) & VLVE, 8 ~ B W5,
10 000xg &0 IR G S
1.8 SDS-PAGE #A Western blotting 4 #7

o RIE FIERE R BT A #E1T SDS-PAGE 43
M, BRI 12% , WA 5%, 1HEH R
160 V. #53 B e b2 i A RS SIS IR AT 4E R I |,
fEHEFH 100 mA, FREEEFE] 1 ho % 5 4 IR
PBSM 7£ 37 ‘CHF] 1 h; PBS PEME 3 ¥k, KiZ A
A BT 6His tag HLERESLIA (11 3 000) ) PBSM
Hi, 37 ‘CHLE 1 h; PBST il PBS 20 BITRHE 5 ¥k, ¥
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R A A EPR 1g G/HRP (1:5 000) #) PBSM
H1, 37 CJLE 1 h; PBST Fll PBS 43l UEME 5 Uk, ¥
JE I AR Y DAB I B0,
1.9 ELISA %l pET 32a RKikHBHEHUIK F5 IR 7
z-Vtg

4k z-Vig H PBS ikl 25~20 000 ng/mL, flA
96 fL#, HEFL 100 uL, 37 ‘CHLgE 1 h; PBSM Efi4 1 h
J&, A 100 pL &A Frll REEHTIRR) PBSM, 37 C
{1 h; PBST il PBS 43l ¥k 96 fLAR 3 WJm, Jin
A 100 pL 7 Bt 6His-tag B ripEdifk (123 000)
f\) PBSM, 37 ‘Cf#ii 1 h; PBST #il PBS 4353t 96
FLAR 3K, A 100 pL %A FPHi il 1g G (1 : 5 000)
() PBSM, 37 ‘C{#i 1 h; PBST Al PBS F-4r 5k

96 fL#x 3 ¥Jm, MMA TMBIJEY E.A, 20 min J5
25 uL 2 mol/L H,SO, 2 1k I, Bl A 450 nm 324K .

2 HX

21 HZRIMSEIMERAIR (z-Vig) BIEHE
K

RRACVREE R . AL ECBH R ok, ST
FEPUAR AT IR IR S0 . SRS B IBUS B s ], A
R VEBEEDUIA Y 215 B . Dot blotting 1 ELISA 4%
RER] (K1), B VAR AR BRI N, et R z-Vig
F14) BH - B B % T 1 T, 3 i B T 199 e R 1
{EURB A T V5 1 2 K 1) AR BT A ek, 3k A B T A
i) phage-scFv YA 7 Al Rk o

1 FIFAMEE KBS RTR X EER 2-Vig £ 57 145R A ik
Fig. 1 Phage display scFv antibody was used to select antibody fragments for zebrafish vitellogenin detection. (A) The expression
of scFv from each 4 rounds of panning. (B) The binding of z-Vtg with scFv from each 4 rounds of panning.

4 kST, ELISA Kl phage-scFv X z-Vtg
AR (RGN 94 /), BHMEFCRER AL 60% , &
2 2} ELISA Kl i} ODyso 55T 0.01 [ phage-scFv . #f
XL EEHTIRTE KA TG w7 il ik,
Sz B 5 A 6] v JLAF- B A T M R P . R
ODyso {H# i B BABEDTIA F5 MEHE—A000r, &l 3
Jfi7R, SDS-PAGE 453 W R7E TGL 2 i i A4 ief 4
T D B BAEESUR FS, X UEIIBAEERUIR F5 7E
TGL R RARD | AT/ HASRERG 7% 31 J& i 2 1)
PATIER IR OF R —hik). ELISA 455 BRdl
JiL I ) B BTLR FS ASREDUIN z-Vitg (45 R AR BR).
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PRFF LA L L
Phage-scFv

2 WEHARREENMA (phage-scFv) XS &INEH
EAE (z-Vtg) AR5

Fig. 2 Binding of the phage-scFv antibodies to zebrafish
vitellogenin (z-Vtg).
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Bl 3 SDS-PAGE 5 Western blotting 5 #7 ZE £ #& pCANTAB 5 E f1KBA#F & TG1 H3RIERI B EEHIK F5
Fig. 3 SDS-PAGE and Western blotting analysis of scFv F5 expressed in vector pPCANTAB 5 E and E. coli TG1. M: protein marker;
1: periplasm; 2: cytoplasm; 3: inclusion bodies.

1 ATG GCC GAG GTG CAG CTG GTG GAG TCT GGG GGA GGC TTA GTG AAG CCT GGA GGG TCC CTG
T M A E V—Q L V—/E S G G G L V—K P G G S L

61 AAA CTC TCA TGT GCA GCC TCT GGA TTC ACC TTC AAT ACC TAC GCC ATG AAC TGG GTC CGC
21 K L s € A A S G F T F N T Y A M N W V R

121 CAG GCT CCA GGA AAG GGT TTG GAA TGG GTT GCT CGCIATA/AGA|AGT AAA AGT AAT AAT TAT
41 Q A P G K G L E W V A R, I|R|]S K S8 N N Y

181 GCA ACA TAT TAT GCC GAT TCA GTG AAA GAC|AGG|TTC ACC ATC TCC |AGA|GAT GAT TCA CAA
61 A T Y Y A D S VvV K D|R|JF T I S8 R| D D § Q

81 S M L Y L Q M N L K T E D T A M Y C
301 GTG|AGA|GGG GAT GGT AAA TGG GCT ATG GAC TAC TGG GGT CAA GGA ACC TCA GTC ACC GTG
101 VIR|IG D G K W A M D Y W G Q G T S V T V

21 S T G G G G S G G G G S G G G G S D V V¥V

421 ATG ACC CAG TCT CCA GCA TCC CTG TCC ATG GCTIATAIGGA GAA AAA GTC ACC ATC|AGA|TGC
A1

M T 0 Q P A < T < M ALl T I 3 E K Vv T T R I|IC
F NN g j o) \4 i

1 I\ o

v i 194 g I P4 N g i ) Vi N

——a

481 ;ATA:ACC AGC ACT GAT ATT GAT GAT GAT ATG AAC TGG TAC CAG CAG AAG CCA GGG GAA CCT
61'1'tT s T D I D D D M N W Y Q Q K P G E P

L= g

541 CCT AAG CTC CTT ATT TCA GAA GGC AAT ACT CTT CGT CCT GGA GTC CCA TCC|CGA|TTC TCC
181 P K L L 1 S E G N T L R P G V P S| R|F S

601  AGCGGT GGC TAT GGC ACA GAT TTT GTT TTT ACA ATT GAA AACACG CTC TCA GAA GAT GTT
201 s 6 6 Y G T D F V F T 1 E N T L S E D V

661 GCA GAT TAC TAC TGT TTG CAAAGT GAT AACATG CCG CTC ACG TTC GGT GCT GGG ACCAAG
221 A D Y Y C L Q S D N M P L T F G A G T K

721 CTG GAA ATC AAG CGC GCG GCC GCA
241 L E I K R A A A

4 B4EH{K F5 B9 DNA FF3Il (GenBank Accession No. JF710268)
Fig. 4 DNA sequence of scFv antibody F5 (GenBank Accession No. JF710268). The real line squares show the rare Arg codons. The
dashed squares show the rare lle codon.

Journals.im.ac.cn
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5 BRI RESRIE

Fig. 5 Cloning and expression of scFv antibody F5. (A) DNA agarose gel electrophoresis of F5. (B) SDS-PAGE and Western
blotting analysis of 32a-F5 protein expressed in E. coli ori DE3. M: protein marker; 1: 32a-F5; 2: 32a vector without any DNA insert;

3: 2.5 ug BSA.

22 By FS ERMEESRIE

DNA 775 2| g Hiik F5 1y gty 51 il 4.
W59 PCRY M4 FSJEK - Bt (744 bp) (&l 5A),
2t EcoR 1 Al Xho I MEGVIJSH6 A pET 32a #ifk
H, AL B R AT# ori DE3 kT ik KA RS
WY LB AT 0T, 45 R R 32a-F5 7E KT B ori
DE3 4 i b LAl i M B B A Kk ik (B
5B). FIHAY=E & M4t Gel-Pro analyzer %I
5B 1 SDS-PAGE HiLIKI¥l AT & e it o b, 2
HeHiik 32a-F5 4> T 45 kDa, 5 40O I
EHRY) 6.8%, FikE N 2.8 mg/L (A& =/
JEARFN) . Western blotting 254 2.7~ , 45 kDa 457
7[R B A5 2 35 kDa 45 %t ik . X vl Be & i TH A
WD TS 32a-F5 Kot R IRM A B

JPH T kI, bR F5 SR S ARA
HHFREER (R) MSRAR (1) (B 4). HuEht
&k F5 BB 4y ik 27.5 kDa, 5 sk
F5 fill& 50 pET-32a AR HEIS 4> F 2R
17 kDa, R EEYIR 32a-F5 7E &k — H 8 2K
RAIRTEA BT R Ik B, IBA KB E
H R Bt FE Mkl 23, 24.7, 25.3, 28.3, 345,
41 kDa, ¥ HEEHTIA 32a-F5 7 A — H 18 5 5
S5 R AT BT 50 T R4S 1 BHR, TR IR M
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A BRI T AR 245, 33.9, 34.9kDa, [ LIE
W, T HEEBLIR F5 4l Iy 51 159 3 RS 2 R 2 i
T (AGA) FI 161 il &R (ATA), M
A B M AT D T X BABE S 32a-F5 ARESE
LFRINMEIE K, FETRENATEEEREEA
(35 kDa),
2.3 BFEHUIK 32a-F5 Xf z-Vtg BYIR 5

FBEPIR 32a-F5 AIRE PR z-Vig, K 6 K
32a-F5 15 z-Vtg brifEph2k . 32a-F5 15 z-Vig 45
e £E A 38 y=0.0002x—0.013 (R*=0.9899), H (K4
T3 Ay 65 ng/mL .

0.15
y=0.0002x-0.013 A
R?=0.9899
0.10 |
° a
S
0.05

200 400 600 800 1000
Vtg (ng/mL)

6 iR 32a-F5 IR 3 z-Vig FRAE 4

Fig. 6 Standard curve of direct ELISA with scFv antibody
32a-F5 against purified z-Vtg. ScFv antibody 32a-F5 was
0.23 mg/mL.
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3 W

Wk DA R JR s B LA AN B 1T 3 P 3R TR R I A
SRR N F h 2w B 2 4 ) 8, AR S A DG
fRIEAR D, B SRR P R & SR AN T AR 24
PR P R, AR5 Hh 1 P R T S e 92 s o A JR 7 B
FEHUAR SCREVR IR R S MU z-Vitg B S EEHTIR , 4 58
TBEIS , HT 5 4 A W T AR SR /s BALBE BT AR X AN i
TERWAT TGL il st Rs . #F— D5 LB,
W z-Vtg 1 B R R B B iR F5 78 K AT B
TGL 4ifd i h RA DA RE, I BARE
B 2 A i 2s M AT IE AR B OB R i) . B
TR BB TR FS K ) 9 AN A 2 5 2 1
PR RSRMEYWENZ —, EAMELYSH
M 8~9 MEEM BT, HABMRIL L
L E 4 RO HOR W T AR R R BBE B R F5 5 M13
W T4 p3 B A Rk, BN T AT YT
A F5 B IR, VA R KBEAR, B T A i 14 5
T3k, BRI A3 [ 4548 N 2O L 4 > iR
HRE SREEA A . SR BUIARTE KA T R 40 BT
WIEABE T, ANREE M s, SZm T BaE b ik
23 IR 4 000 S UM P 2aA 1 BABE HLR FS R AETRL B
z-Vtg (R AR HIR),

O Gl R HUARIA A 2R 7, BRERY
R, enfislaip gt Bt meagil o4
Py R B T R AT ek, R R R A R
DT AR So T DRER FN  m, ATBA  R R A PR
Fr Bt e A e O LAY AE K T T v Rk
HBE PR M AR pET-220181 | pET-25pM% |
PET-26b20%%5 | L3k bk — N K FT B BL21.
HBEBT AR F5 R 250 s b B 21 Ak pET-22b i IJfE T
Pk BL21 H3RiA (S5 R AR oR), B A 152 AT %
PR, HAWMEMREER, XATaE &N N
PET-22b #H KU A His-tag 5 H4E B K F5 @l & %
K AN RE AR R H AT M IR R G 7R 2R A pET32
KT ori DE3 W35k SBEHTIA .

N R CAE A N L S Wl ] =N
pET-32a Jf 4 AL A K #T T ori DE3 1, i i
Fik, RS T RN L JF BT TR S U BE
£ B B AR R R HUIR 32a-F5. pET Bk
TR 1, ZWERRR T7 S 5% sk RS S m, 74
VB, JUT BT 0 40 i B8 U5 A0 T Rk H i R
Fis BSREIVMTE, BRE A T LS 2
B 50% L - (FiES W pET RE#E1E
FW). pET-32a # M A i L HE (Trx-tag),
his-tag 1l S-tag fill & 5 HREEHUIR N 3 Al & 35 . 61
AL E ARSI S E AT, JFHAESR
PR E AT RE, BB IKZh BB A, 59
fE trx B I trxB/gor 15 F# H' . ori DE3 BBk 4H i
R AR R RS 2 AN RAENL S, (B trx B A
trxB/gor), M T KM AT B A0 5T R A X Bk
PLA, K, pET-32a AR KIAHT I ori DE3 &K
KRR . JF ELRERS IE A B S 0 BB B i
AR A, TSR BUIA A S RIE, A
WFFE AL T — ol 35 W] T SRR B A (5 1k o
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