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Construction and fermentation control of reductive TCA
pathway for malic acid production in Saccharomyces
cerevisiae
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Jianmin Xing1

1 National Key Laboratory of Biochemical Engineering, Institute of Process Engineering, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190,
China
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Abstract: Malic acid is widely used in food, and chemical industries. Through overexpressing pyruvate carboxylase and
malate dehydrogenase in pdcl-deficient Saccharomyces cerevisiae, malic acid was successfully produced through the
reductive TCA pathway. No malic acid was detected in wild type Saccharomyces cerevisiae, however, 45 mmol/L malic
acid was produced in engineered strain, and the concentration of byproduct ethanol also reduced by 18%. The production of
malic acid enhanced 6% by increasing the concentration of Ca®". In addition, the final concentration reached 52.5 mmol /L

malic acid by addition of biotin. The increasing is almost 16% higher than that of the original strain.

Keywords: Saccharomyces cerevisiae, PDCI, pyruvate carboxylase, malate dehydrogenase, malic acid, reductive TCA,

fermentation control

VR ZATER . el BIF ik
A, H AT R IR FE S i ek T Ak
b B RN R A ) R e AR S R R L
A TEal . o T E 2T
REEA SRR B AT FE R RS, R
FHHE A 2R I M SIS ) BB e Ak A 7 S SR e B, T
IERY A N e e R LR /S
Aspergillus flavu™ | JE[H TR (0 KA 0%
TiE 75 1 B A N 2 GRAS (Generally Regarded
As Safe) AW, HAEFRTREL . Y
PRI 2 s A2 AR pH SR E L S T
s el Al SR 5 T I LRI LA O B AR AR
AW, AT RIEW, o T ERAEBOR BUARY HE
S5, HON AR TR M Y R e R AR

B A AR R R A (i i A 2B A AL

MR R RR A, I uR M A bR R e
0.1 g/L LAFUOL (R AT o 2 DAAR g T AR Y T B
ACAR PR PR A AR, AR B R A HLER 1Y
FLAg U O e e e A N R R S, TR PR A T
Ml PR R LT A TR O Tl A
AR S B A i ASRAR I EA TCA TH3E
LR A A BRI O RRAE ML BT N i AR TCA
TEFR AR Horh R AR O Bk 5
Z0, R AR N AR WA, PDC TGP
WHAE 3 Umg AR, DNER R 2L
(TG PEFRTE 0.02 U/mg MEMALIF . SRR
i, PDC th 3 MEH % PDC1/PDC5/PDCE,
Hp PDCI 1 PDC5 T84 %M ik I ) 855 57 3
HRBUIE YR, I PDC6 78 3V 5 2 A B U an LA
2R R, [ EER PDCT A
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PDCS5, BB: BRI NUIAS B A5 LA 260 b Tk 05 110 335
IR B A, (HE K R A AT D3RS AT A
AR I R N R R P TR, HZ P IR FE I AR
K, T B R AR O AR DL A AT AT R AR
B NER R R LRt 2 AN SEE PYCT R PYC2
i A TR, HAMRER, e i
JRAUO, SRR AU MDH € 7 T4k i
Z 5 TCA 3, )R 2 M MDH2 Bl %45
BRI BT i A R B HE), Wi MDH3 A7 F
T AL YT EEAR N, (ERFSY & B, 3 1 f % MDH3
MG 3 AN S SEIR VT LA L A7 F i 4 I e 3
B s e

FIRF] 3 AT R R I B S S BE T
AR K, K WL TR AR RE S0 A
AF 5% 1) SR W 2 3 3o e B 3 A TN T R O R
PDCI, DI/ R, #— Pk
5 AT T 72 R A Tt R0 L J A %) S R T o & g
DASR #4 G R 17 B8 J TCA B AR = AR 3 R
1] BE o

F 1 KHRETAEKFRR
Table 1 Strains and plasmids used in this study

1 MREFE

1.1 ##
1.1.1 BRI BORL

P FHEARFUTCRE AN 1 FroR s FRom e b
¥k Saccharomyces cerevisiae CEN.PK 2-1D Il H
5[5 Euroscarf W FIZ ; Bk pRS316 H 1 [EF}
2 e R Tl A W) BRI B F 4R 2 5% 51 B
W RS2 S AN R DH 5 o ARSI E [ 17
1.1.2 BFEERHIAER

PR TP 1 B RS 97 56 SD A0 7 20 g/L A5 4G b,
YNB 6.7 g/L, i1 10 mol/L KOH ##5 pH{H % 6.0,
X T2 B R i B AL AR, PRI AR 1 9 2
FER 0.1 g/Lo KR FRAE 500 mL RIS —
PEAT, BN 100 mL, BFREEE 30 C, #%
M 200 r/min, R YU OD 0.2, KEEHEF
FeA18 YNB 6.7 g/L, 150 g/L #i%gt, Bt
I FE/R (0.1 g/L) , F 10 mol/L KOH ##75 pH
%] 4.8, 3F 110 C. 20 min & K KEJFMA

Plasmid or strain

Description

Plasmids
pRS316

pRS316PYC2
pRS316MDH3ASKL

Cen expression vector with URA3 marker

Cen expression vector with URA3 marker, GPD1 promoter, PYC2 gene, CYCI terminator
Cen expression vector with URA3 marker, TEF2 promoter, MDH3 gene, ADH 1 terminator

pRS316PYC2MDH3ASKL Cen expression vector with URA3 marker, GPDI promoter, PYC2 gene, CYCI terminator;
TEF?2 promoter, MDH3 gene, ADHI terminator

Strains

CEN.PK 2-1D MATo ura3-52; trpl-289; leu2-3,112; his34 1

CP100 MATo pdclA 1;ura3-52; trpl-289; leu2-3,112; his34 1

CP101 MATo pdcld 1;ura3-52; trpl-289; leu2-3,112; his34 1;{pRS316 }

CP102 MATa pdclA 1;ura3-52; trpl-289; leu2-3,112; his34 1;{pRS316PYC2}

CP103 MATo pdcld 1;ura3-52; trpl-289; leu2-3,112; his34 1;{ pRS316MDH3ASKL}
CP104 MATo pdcld 1;ura3-52; trpl-289; leu2-3,112; his34 1;{pRS316PYC2MDH3ASKL}

http://journals.im.ac.cn/cjben
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5 o/L BRIRES . KIGFF AR5 IR ] LB 35570k
JREE M 10 g/L, BERHEERY) 5 o/L, FALHN
5¢/L. 2 NH R R BRI EE 50 mg/mL, ff Ik
& 100 mg/L. 5-FOA fii i DMSO & fit &
100 mg/mL, i fH¥EH 1 mg/mL.
1.1.3 EEEF

BSA. NADH Wy { KM w5 SRR A
fifi . CEEDLEEE . S-FOA W HH REAH ;R
HOEHENS . DNA FRifESr+ & marker, FRIPEN
VI | (A Py ek 244 2% vh A TaKaRa 2\ w])™
i 5 8 S [T SCIRR Bk /N R B Axygen
N RN R B KOD-Plus-Neo & TOYOBO
O] o AR R R T A3 e w7 A A
¥ primer premier 5 A4 E 38 F I 5L 9%
HBAFE R, PCR =Y AR T H 36
LY AFSER, ASCHBING T3 2.

*2 AWMIRETASY
Table 2 Primers used in this study

1.2 A%
1.2.1  FEETIRES BB g

PR TP P B 5 IR A AR . PRI R TR
£ 50 pL WUEY PSR vk, 80 'C &
fi# 10 min 5, 4 ‘C. 12 000 r/min &[> 10 min
B F-20 C#&H. PYC2 K4 GPDI A3
T PYC2 RHA CcYCl & 1k1 3 ¥4y, GPDI
AP CYCL ZbF (1L PYC2 JP4)) "
4L CEN.PK 2-1D WA, 5 P Bl SRR 7
94 ‘C 5min; 94 'C 30s, 55 C 30s, 68 C
30s, 35 PMEH; 68 C 5 min, FISHIEER
PkIE GPDI A CYC1 1 PCR F=¥ 5 AE R 514
P18 PYC2 FINFRTE PYC2 363555 . MDH3 ASKL
RIRBEUERr kM, B+ h TEF2, X1k
¥ N ADHI, Hih MDH3 JEREELRG 9 4
B 2 -

Primer name

Primer sequence (5'-3")

Size (bp)

PDC1Knockl  AGTTTTTGGTGGTTCCGGCTT 21
PDC1Knock2  TCCTTATATGTAGCTTTCGACATGCAGTTTTGAATTGAGTAACCATTATTTGTATCGA
GGTGTCTAGTCTTCTATTACACTAATGCAGTTTCAGGGTTTTGGGGGCGAATTGGC 136
CTTTGATTGATTTGACTGTGTT
PDC1Knock3 GAAGATGCGGCCAGCAAAACTAAGCGATTTAATCTCTAATTAT 43
PDC1Knock4 AAACCACACTGTTTAAACAGT 21
PYC2GPDs ATATCTAGAGCAAGGTGACAGCGGTCCCC 29
PYC2GPDa CCAATTTCTTGCTACTGCTCATCTTTATATTATCAATATT 40
PYC2CYCs TACCCCCATCCCAAAAAAAGTAAACAGGCCCCTTTTCCTTTGT 43
PYC2CYCa TAAGTCGACAAAATATGCACATGAGGCGAA 30
MDH3TEFs ATATCTAGACCAATCAGCAAACTACCTCCG 30
MDH3TEFa AAGAATTGCGACTTTGACCATGTTTAGTTAATTATAGTTCGT 42
MDH3ADHs AGTTTCATCCTAGACTCTTCCGCGAATTTCTTATGATTTATG 42
MDH3ADHa ATACCGCGGCTCAGGTAAGGGGCTAGTAGA 30

The underlined nucleotides represent the used restriction enzyme sites for vector construction

cjb@im.ac.cn
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PYC2 FiKFEMpRS316 L) Xba 1 1 Sal 1 i
YIJ5 F Solution T i#%:4% 3 h JF% 4082 A i
PH M 58 B 28 i U) 5 UF OF 0 5 BP A 41
pRS316PYC2. pRS316 PYC2 Fl MDH3 Fiki%
VL Xba 1 1 Sac 1l YIS, F Solution I 4%
3h, PBEEEAL DHSo 40, FH A 50 R 28 BORL i 1)
BEEAG RN & pRS316PYC2MDH3 A SKL .,

1.2.2 PDC1 [ BBk

AR JCIR IR B 75 352", L PDC1Knock 1
F1 PDC1Knock2 M5 #4345 [AYEIX 500 bp,
PDC1Knock3 Fll PDC1Knock4 45| #3 1# 3' [H]
JRIX 300 bp, LA S" [RIVEX AN 3" [RIUEX K514,
pRS316 MHMY 1 URA3Z He R RAG F B 4L 1% .
o 53 2L A7 2 v P A TR TR I 7 R R T W Y
SD 85 9 3 b 0 ¥ pdel W Bk T RR o
PDC1Knock2 f3 7 3" [FJJEIX 5 80 bp J¥41,
P TE 20 53 2 b R A E R g A i 2 NI 7 22
Fric, 7 5-FOA LW]fiE 3| E URA3 FRic i)
pdcl FRH
1.2.3 PRI EEEER A LA

PR VP 2 v 2 R A7 285 200 R A i SRk i
22 B A R BERIR R AL 40 pL R
ZAMML, 1 pg Fikis DNA, 1 uL 10 mg/mL
HEEEE RS DNA. ARIRGHAIFE TIK
30 min JEEERE R 0.2 cm HIWAR T, HEEAL A
}7: BIO-RAD MicroPulse 165-2100 HLFE{Y, Hy
f 1.5kV, HifiBfE 6 ms,

1.2.4  EERERD

BRI EERE AN AE SD Ri L P HikE 5% 24 h
Z NP K, 12 000 r/min 2500 30 s 8 4 i
FHl 10 mmol/L BEMREF (pH 7.0)iE1E 2 W, &
TEIEE 20 CA . KRR 2O AR B A

http://journals.im.ac.cn/cjben

JfiFH 0.2 mL 100 mmol/L BRI ZZ ik (pH 7.4)
FHEIE, A 1 mmol/L DTT, 0.75 g BYF
B, TERAEACPHEAS 6 s, BTUKE 1 min,
AR 10K, 4 °C . 5800 r/min &.0> 20 min,
FIEAS E IR W RN Sy 40 B ARy, S B T TS
R, R RS D e P 1 min
Al 1 pmol JIEYI P T ARG, FROM 1 ANBEIE 5L
i (U)o RIS (Umg B WE i
PREY T, B mg SV TS A RS

PR TR B R W (EC4.1.1.1) RV IR & W 4
1 mL 275 100 mmol/L BRI thil (pH 7.4),
0.2 mmol/L #iiZ & FEWERR , 0.15 mmol/L NADH,
A 8 U, 5 mmol/L MgCl,, 4HfH2H
30 uL, Wi 50 mmol/L N FRER B AY AN A .
W 5 AMr BT ODsg MIE NADH YA
FEHL .

AR IR AL (EC6.4.1.1) F W IR & W 45
mL 47 100 mmol/L BEERHZZ bl (pH 7.4),
7.5 mmol/L MgSO,, 0.1 mmol/L acetyl-CoA,
20 mmol/L KHCO3, 0.15 mmol/L NADH, 12 U 3
TEHR B EUB , 10 mmol/L PN EARRAN , 44
30 L, WA 1 mmol/L ATP (IHIA . i
LI T OD3go MIE NADH BIHFE &= -

R AN (EC1.1.1.82) W IB& W1
mL 17 100 mmol/L BEEREIZZ bl (pH 7.4),
7.5 mmol/L MgSO,, 1 mmol/L ¥k 2,12, 40 ifiie
By 30 uL, KWL T 0.15 mmol/L NADH fY
A L5 AN 6B ODss ME NADH
MITHFEE
1.3 BEREK KR HPLC 2754

W e T VR R 3 I A U . ODgoo B
F 0.2~0.7 Z[A], FFicat DA A K. HA
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WL ONERRR . SERER . TR . SRR
FH Agilent 2\ W] HP1200 TAENS, A3/ BkE N
BioRad Aminex HPX-87H 4 #LEZ (300 mm x
7.8 mm, 9 um), ¥ishAH: 2.5 mmol/L H,SO,,
P 0.6 mL/min, # 50 C.

2 &R

2.1 PDC1 ZEF R4

L CEN.PK 2-1D &4 it , FIH % T
ISP s WURIXR 30 [WEX, JFRLER
19, pRS316 R TH 2 o9 RS & A
URA3 BRic B BRZA1E, K/AN2) 1.6 kb (K 1)
PCR K miBR2H )5 f %/ CEN.PK 2-1D
W, JRTERUS PR MERE ) SD RSk ik . 42
FBAPESERE 2 YPD 595 S 2810 3 IS,
E5 A 5-FOA FIRMEIER) SD IEFr sk ik
URA3 FRiC M BRI pdel @iRIEAEM, e
fiff 15 DA &0 5 PDCT B AR o TS RN 2 1T,
PDCI #WiRiER 5, PDC AYIE Pk i B 46 B Ak 1Y
3.2 U/mg BEM, F#IKH] 2.1 Umg BEH, iE
Bl PDCI i SEA AR o

2.2 PYC2. MDH3 #BRiEHIKHIHE

FAZ AR Ry B 5 5%, PR 3R
K BE PR 23 il 4l — A R B A ok T
PYC2 Rik#HEAHE GPDI 5 #11(824 bp). PYC2
HEH (3 544 bp) Ml CYCI 41T (437 bp) 4t
4.8 kb, i#id Xba I Al Sal 1 %% pRS316 |
MDH3 £k #44E TEF2 |5 3hF (471 bp) .MDH3
L] (1 024 bp) Fl ADHI %111 (402 bp) I
1.95 kb, i3 Xba 1 F1 Sac 11 % #%) pRS316 Al
pRS316PYC2 |, BB LRFUIRUE (K 2)
FE I P R S A () IE A

bp

2 000

1 000
750

500

250

100

1 PDC1 #FR4EH#) PCR 4 15

Fig. 1 Amplification of PDCI knockout cassette by
PCR. M: DNA marker; 1: PCR product of PDCI
knockout cassette.

bp M 1 2

5000
3000
2000
1500

1000
750

500

250
100

2 EHRH pRS316PYC2MDH3ASKL HIEG & E
Fig. 2 Identification of the recombinant plasmid
pRS316PYC2MDH3ASKL. M: DNA marker; 1: digest
products with Sa/ I and Xba I ; 2: digest products with
Sac1land Xba | .

23 BRIEEHKLIEFNE

T2 SRS Ak 3 I ) TR 1 B B RS
Xof 2t 5 DR TR R 2R A I T R 00 LA A R R 38 T AR
o k3 PR, BIREKRN PYC TEME HA
0.02 U/mg SEE M, TM#ERIL PYC2 W TR PRBHE
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*3 HEFERTR PYC 71 MDH B %
Table 3 Enzyme activities of PYC and MDH
in transgenic strains

PYC activity MDH activity

Rl (U/mg protein) (U/mg protein)
CP101 0.02 £ 0.01 1.2+0.7
CP102 0.24 £ 0.011 1.2+£0.5
CP103 0.02 £ 0.01 326+2.3
CP104 0.22 +£0.015 324+1.2

e EE 024 Umg BEM. RIGEKRNA
MDH & EH 1.2 U/mg, Mi#EF ik MDH3 58745 1
Al fifi MDH 9763 = E 32.6 U/mg S8 11 o B
O 3 B e 9 5 3 A B R P ARASHS oo PO G
P HEN AT LS PDC A3 R0 4 IS A T 1R DA
T3R8 S5 TCA iR AR R R M B i1 .

2.4 FBFRIE PYC2 1 MDH3 *} iR ifiE2 £ & B2 A4
=AU

24 PDCI B BRI I i, PDC 9386 PR/
e R B R A NI R LR (K] 3A).
Tl 2 5 TR T TR 4 Ak ST, AT R 1) L R ik
(F4), (IFEAHBHEERME, FEEN
SRy BB PR ke /A 3 e ) S SR T U S . B
FIRER IR AR, A 18.2 mmol/L Ay
MR R, [FIA CEER P i B, L3RR
TR 58 S0 It R D R T R AL Bl B, SRR 1 7
HLE 5] 45 mmol /L (K 3B), H. 7N R B FEA # ik
5, R — AP RRAL, R WIRR A
& DTN T R 8 R 1) 2 A T TR R Ak BRIV A4S D
TCA 42 b Wi, TR mtids 7y
3.4 1%, WTRERE T TCA M ALl 2 BRI
WIRER), EARHLHIA FF T i — 2 5E .
2.5 Ca’'WERERAZBEHTI

SCHRARTE , Ca®™ %ot 3SR R 1) 2 T EL A A S 1Y

http://journals.im.ac.cn/cjben

Q%

- 1509
R F —A— Glucose - =t
5 900 —m— ll{Z/}hlanol /./ =
S 8004 —4— Malate 140 8
g Z'\k —O— OD{nn / <L)
g U0 —a— Pyruvate B
é 600 - /Ea 430 ~
g 500 P 5
3 L = 120 g
E,’,' ;188 : A NN 14 H
8 I 2
Z 200 /E“ A {10 &
100 | A\\ =

0 aa 4 a—2a 10 g

20 30 40 =

Time after inoculation (h) §

=

B 900 i 150 S
=

= 8004 /4: 1 %
3 700} — 140 g
E //. =
£ 600 A\ s 30 8
S 500} \ < 17 &
4 O——O0——0 ] =
g oot f . 120 g
5 300 - — E
2 /2R P
2 200¢ / // ~ e 110 £
O 100} 2w K% 1 &
08 . . . A 10 3

10 20 30 40 =

Time after inoculation (h) §

3 pdcl E#k5 PYC2.MDH3 R AF bk & B2
HHE

Fig. 3 Batch fermentation performance of pdcland
PYC2/MDH3 co-expression strain. (A) Fermentation
feature of pdcl. (B) Fermentation profile of CP104.

fesEfEAPY, (B R R R b - iR 48 B CaCO;
P A AT IR e AR v 2™ R P A1
P, Ca® A hifEN i T . i 4
Ha] LUE BITEREFRELHANEAS N 5 A1 10 mmol/L
CaCl, Bz, SESRFR ) P~ 45 mmol/L 25 3]
T 47.9 f148.1 mmol/L, TiE—H A% EEJH
B —FFHAMNEA AN 10 mmol/L CaCl, kG FREE
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x4 IEEPABSYHEE

Table 4 Fermentation products in engineered strains

Strains Glucose consumed Malate Succinate Pyruvate Ethanol Glycerol oD
(mmol/L) (mmol/L)  (mmol/L) (mmol/L) (mmol/L) (mmol/L) 600
CP101 798 - 2.4+0.02 30.2+0.13 919+1.2 82.8+1.2 18.2+1.3
CP102 798 - 2.8+0.07 7.3£0.08 916+0.72 86.3+2.8 22.8+0.6
CP103 798 18.2+0.12 5.6£0.03 6.8+0.02 805+0.87 78.5+3.6 23.2+0.8
CP104 798 45+0.08 7.8+£0.11 2.5+0.07 756+0.74 84.9+1.7 24.2+1.2
60 - 60
55¢ 55+

W
(=)
T
-
—

Malate (mmol/L)
o
(9]

40 40 -
350 351
30

30
Control 5 10 20 30 50
Concentration of CaCl, (mmol/L)

Bl 4 CaCl, KB REE 2R
Fig.4 Effect of CaCl, concentrations on the production
of malate

2.6 EYEMERREZBHIZM

TETRREY, PYC MIEHN 0.24 Umg, 1M
MDH # 32.4 U/mg, #IX} 10 7, PYC BYIE PRSI,
Al BB SEIRIR I — 25 7= A G BRI P25 3R . N i
FRALEE (PYC) LANEAR . ATP 1 CO, MKW,
VLT A A0 28 S e A R T e 30
Bk BRI EA . TRIE 52 T AR X TR R 2R
M2 kW sgmd, miE s hATLVER], TER 1~
10 mmol/L AEW &R M kK Bent B rpr, SRR 1Y) 1
B ARRE (3E5, EAMRWE N 5 mmol/L
W, SERBRA RS T 52.5 mmol/L, X
HRIEE T 9% AH A YR W EZ = T 5 mmol/L
BF, SERER N IR g, R

¥4
(=)
T

Malate (mmol/L)
~
W

Control 1 2 3 5 10
Concentration of biotin (mmol/L)

B 5 E£YMENERBR~SHITZM
Fig. 5
production of malate.

Effect of biotin concentrations on the

YER PYC A 4f AL 25 JE A 38 S R A
3 it

AHFFE B ol wEER PDCT LR {6l PR T i
BERY CBEACHEE B AR, #F— P a ERIk N
TR 22 2 A it RS SRR B e, FE LS N EE A T
FEAESERRIIA R TCA Hie. mAHBT
45 mmol/L WS IRAR , #F— il KB, 12
B Ca® WS, PR ER B0 R N F)] 48.1 mmol/L,
PR T 7%, FECIEA 254 i D R R R 1k
it ) S R A D 3R MR B, (S SRR 10 7 1 1
F| 7 52.5 mmol/L, SCHRIRIA, BRIMELEHIFA

cjb@im.ac.cn
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A ZIURIR CERMR . B DR%) Mitia®
0 S g A R s SR S B 1 S R R
PElG SpMAET SRR A= RS T 3 510,
R — 25 (4 T AE B b 2 o 548 5 19 32 2R 1R
35 3 1 LAE— 25 3R S R R A e T8
5 TCA BARPIN N &7 HE ZIUR IR ™
oo B AR A SO o A M T TCA 38 ik
BT TIERER, K DOz sk A, Kok
WAL IA ) TCA 42 ik — A EHe b w] LLgR
BREE N2 T )R,
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