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Abstract:
chemoenzymatic synthesis of pregabalin. We purified an intracellular carboxyl esterase from Morganella morganii

Enantioselective hydrolysis of 2-carboxyethyl-3-cyano-5-methylhexanoic acid (CNDE) is the key step in

ZJB-09203, which exhibited high enantioselectivity and activity towards CNDE. The carboxyl esterase was purified to
electrophoretic homogeneity by ammonium sulfate fraction precipitation, Phenyl Sepharose 6 FF hydrophobic interaction
chromatography, anion exchange with DEAE Sephadex A-50 and Bio-Scale CHT column. The purified enzyme was a
monomer with molecular mass of 68 kDa determined by SDS-PAGE and gel chromatography. Substrate specificity of the
enzyme towards p-nitrophenyl esters suggested that the purified enzyme was an esterase. The optimal reaction pH for
CNDE hydrolysis was 9.0, and optimal temperature was 45 ‘C. The esterase was stable between pH 7.0 and 9.0, and at
40 °C. The enzyme activity was enhanced by Ca*", Cu®" and Mn?*, whereas strongly inhibited by Co®*, Fe**, Ni** and
EDTA. Meanwhile, we investigated the kinetic parameters of the esterase towards p-nitrophenyl esters and effect of CNDE
concentration on conversion.The present study reported the esterase capable of stereospecific hydrolysis of CNDE for the
first time. Our research will provide foundations for industrial production of Pregabalin using the new biocatalyst.

Keywords: Morgarella morganii, esterase, purification, enzyme characteristics, (S)-2-carboxyethyl-3-cyano-5-methylhexanoic acid
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% 1 2500 W T $F 1 4% 4> CNDE 1Y JEE [ 2 AR T
Morgarella morganii ZJB-09203 ", 3¢ 3= %
M. morganii ZJB-09203 )74 [ fik 7K fif B4 143
B AR PR S, AR O T R
R AR R R Tl Ak R FH 255 Sk
1 MRE57 %
1.1 ##
111 EEREFIAYES

PR TG TE & (Sigma A F]); rac-2-#&
CHe-3-FH-5-HELC R O TR . (39)-2-1R £ k-3-
FE-S-HECR (WL REEZ A EmE); AR
Tk £ < B XA JE R BE C2 (p-NP acetate) . C4
(p-NP butyrate) . C6 (p-NP hexanoate), C10 (p-NP
decanoate) . C12 (p-NP laurate) ., C16 (p-NP
palmitate)(J&K Chemical); Phenyl Sepharose 6
FF il DEAE Sephadex A-50 (GE A l); Hifth
ARG T B b4l . Agilent 7890 S AH (41
10 GEE LR F); GC-14C KM AL (H
A By ) W45 E (MWCO 10 kDa,
Millipore 23 ) ; Microfuge 22R 7 #1425 LAl
(BECKMAN /A #]);5 mL Bio-Scale CHT Fii2k& 41:
Mini-Protein II B, 3k{% 7!  BioLogic LP i %2 #r
R GURBER AR (Bio-Rad 22 H]).
1.1.2 HEFb
JEE FCEE ML IE M. morganii ZJB-09203 A 52
Bt T Hp SRR S (R
Huts, 4 : CCTCC No. M 2011175,
12 EFREREFREZH

1) RHREE IR B EEO R IR,
30 CHiFR 24 h; 2) FIFHFRIEWNV): 1.0%75

EiRE, 03%4-NE, 0.01% Fey(SO4)s, 0.1%
Na,HPO,, 30 “C. 180 r/min }5% 24 h; 3) KBk
FEEEWN): 1.5% %, 0.7%4FRE, 0.01%
Fex(SO4)s, 1.0%MtiE-80, 0.1% Na,HPO,, 30 °C .
180 r/min 3% 36 ho

1.3 BgENEMERRKENE

TE R & bl A1 mL o Tris-HCI 2% ¥
(50 mmol/L, pH 9.0)H1970 uLE#R, & T 40 CIg
510 min, JINA30 pL CNDE (Z&¥#EF 50 mmol/L),
40 ‘CF 150 r/mindk % [ i 60 min, F50 pL
1 mol/L HCIZ& [ J2 i o SAHE TGN 2R £ JE-3-
FEE-S-H RO R A L . WS 1 R 7k
AT, B A 1 pmol (3S)-2-FR L H-3-
L5 H L C R T Bl o g SR — A 7 AL
(U)o BT I 5E 153 M R FH BradfordiZ:
14 JE¥. FYERESAFEEEMEN G ZE

e A A Agilent 7890
G, OISR . HP-5 S O35 HE (30 mx
0.32 mmx0.25 pm), ¥ 4HHENE 130 'C, LA 5 “C/min
BIFAiRE 165 C, A AAR, AW
1.0 mL/min, #FAER 1 uL, 28 50 @ 1, K&l
ar M TR BE Y O 250 C

W . TGRSR (ees. eep) HIAAH(
it GC-14C Mg, @ikFE28M . Chiraldex G-TA
(30 mx0.25 mmx0.25 um), A& 135 C, BN
A5, W 1.0 mL/min, #EFERE 1 pL, 40
Eb 40 = 1, Kl gs S bR FREE Y Ry 220 'C L 7
YR & S R R 1 £ B2 IF 18] 4350 Sy < (3S)-2-
R He-3-FIE-5-HELC R 10.8 min, (3R)-2-R
K3 FE-5-H B E R 11.7 min; (R)-CNDE
38.2 min, (S)-CNDE 39.2 min.
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1.5 EREREERKEIEBNSBEKE
1.5.1 HHESBA B

KRB T4 CE.L> (12 000 r/min, 10 min)
WA AR, FEAE T — & i 9 Tris-HCl 2% Ml
(50 mmol/L, pH 8.0) H', FEUKIAAIFE T il
WRBEIR (BERRINZE300 W, TAELs, %15s), fi%
FER VKIS P # 8 0.5 h, AR T B R — B
12 000 r/minZ.L>15 min, WA 3SR A HIEGIL
WCABERR T o
1.5.2 BBRESRITE

V5 BIE A4 %) 3 A it TR i A B B v,
EARRMWAE (20%-80%) , 0 CIKIF FErE
4h, 4°C., 15000 r/min #.0> 10 min, 4% b
SYTHE, DIVEM Tris-HCI 2% ik (50 mmol/L,
pH 8.0) &, JF#FATHE MR BE RS PR & , i
E I R BT 25 A
1.5.3 Phenyl Sepharose 6 FF Hi/KJZ#T

TR G T 15 BN A TTIE A Tris-HC1 2% il
(50 mmol/L, pH 8.0) ¥ fift)5ic MBI . bAF
F Phenyl Sepharose 6 FF Hi/K 2, KI5 H
2% sl buffer A: pH 8.0 PBS (%47 1.8 mol/L %
M) VA7, P RARERZE MR e e . BT AR
2% WA 2% il B: PBS (50 mmol/L, pH 8.0)
DA K ZE v C: Tris-HC1 (50 mmol/L, pH 8.0),
e D A ZloK . SRTTBREEGEME, WA RS
iR ay, e BRI,
1.5.4 DEAE Sephadex A-50 FAESF35#

IR B TTTE T DEAE BH T30 )2
Mrov e, wEARER M i A (50 mmol/L
Tris-HCI, pH 8.0) Vi, LG HAREERMEE
M B (ZZ 0P A + 1 mol/L NaCl) PEMi. ¥E
BE SR FH A3 20 e B, VeI 2 v 43 2 55 0., 0.05.
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0.1, 0.2 71 1.0 mol/L NaCl. %&B4 M i AR
K35 AAERFR L R A5 e R Y B v B &
s, IR TR R A, IC BRIV
1.5.5 ¥REBEIKA Bio-Scale CHT E#r

it VL IV 35 AT T8 3k I R A T Wl K A JE T
TSR I R 40 2% /i (20 mmol/L, pH 8.0)F
15, PR E A 0.5 mol/L (& vhii (pH 8.0)
FEVEML, WCEEA AT TG J1 R4y, IC BV .
1.6 HBEAEUMRAEAS FEMRN

K 12% SDS-PAGE, &[5 2% D=
W R-250 Yeta, TR E &AW ai b ReR
F e B RS

0 5 000 R P e OB 53 B
i E M E . Shimadzu LC-10Avp HPLC
MRS, itk Utrahydrogel™ 250 7K A &E e
(7.8 cmx30 cm, 6 um). FRaIAH MAliEK, i
0.5 mL/min, F# 1< 280 nm. AR
5 M EE AR N E R . H]
PrifesE A 7Rl WERR1ETE B (97.2 kDa),
A IMEHE M (66.4 kDa), JIiEE T (43.0 kDa), i
RRITHE (30.0 kDa), R FIFEHIEFH] (20.1 kDa)
M o-FLIEE (14.4 kDa).

17 BEEMERMIR
171 JRYFRR S

DA [7) B i 1 J3E 1) p-il BE 2 Wy B SIS 90, %k
2l AL B TR K A B EA T IS o ROVAR RN -
Xf i kR By R S £ B R IR 5 VA W80 L,
Tris-HC1 ZZ % (pH 8.0,50 mmol/L) 1 720 pL,
4lifh J5 A B 200 pLo XF AR ZH FH200 L Tris-HCI
Zohil (pH 8.0, 50 mmol/L) fURMHR. =i
TS5 min, ME405 nmWGIEAS L, R4 SK
BrH 30, R (E S AR HE D 22
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1.7.2 BERERERM pH & pH Rt

1) Fa& e pH: 433 7EpH 5.0-7.0 /5 50
mmol/L Na,HPO,;-NaH,PO, ZZ ik, pH 7.5-9.0HY
50 mmol/L Tris-HCl Z& i FipH 9.0-10.0 (150
mmol/L Gly-NaOH ZZafifirf, 40 “C e BG
JIH eep , HEHATGNRIEPH. 2) pH FRE k.
BEERCE T AFpH (5.0-10.0) HZE g+ T4 C
JCE24 h, SR TGS pHAPE T I E X 5%
BTG 1 o DAE 1 Rm i 100% , T AR X
1o
1.7.3 MBS SR IR B B e e 1

1) Fl SN . TERRIY SR iG S pH 4%
EF, 50500 4 7E 30 ‘C-60 C (BT 11,
i 3 G 7R eep 5 B I SR SR o 2)#K
& EM:: £ 50 mmol/L Na,HPO,-NaH,PO, 55 i
W (pH 8.5) i, HHEH A BB T 40 T 45°C.
50 CHRIE, FEAS RIS B] 43 S EBORE I 7E foe 3 Tt B
I LA N P B B S 0, LA D) B (B R
100%, &5 I ERE T
1.7.4 ZREFXEHE I HEm

TESUSAR 2 43 B AL HEE A 5 mmol/L ()
Fe’*. Co*", Cu*". Zn®", Mn*", Ca®". Ni*", Ba®™",
Mg™" . Li*. APF'HI EDTA, 7E40 C )% 60 min
I WS I eep, FBERAJR B X WG 52

% 1 M. morganii ZJB-09203 fis 7k i fitg &9 45 1k,

1.7.5 R EEAR B B B 04 3 ) = S 500 e

1E40 'C, W BRGSO w0 3, A
Lineweaver-Burk XU /R B 73K HIX B K,
1B 2V maxo HAS [R] M B2 11 p-il B8 0 IR £ BV W
B A Tris-HCIZE & (pH 8.0, 50 mmol/L) 1,
Hor 2 B e ZAR TR 804 %, X i DR Ty PR 240k
FEVEL I 50.01-0.25 mmol/L.

2 BREM

21 EREREEKEIENS BEK

ikt T 223 5% F1 6 5 %o ) A8 R R £ 73 PR TLVE
Phenyl Sepharose 6 FF i 7K JZ2 #1 . DEAE
Sephadex A-50 [H&F 224t FiBio-Scale CHT)Z
MG, 20 245 2 B8 0% X ML 514 /K il CNDE 7K
ffelE . Zifb)E, % LIS 1 H10.18 U/mgdi /5 2]
15.61 U/mg, #ifbR550N86.76%, EIHEN6.5%
(1) SDS-PAGEZ5R (K1) KW, 4ifk/5m
it 25 11 B — 2%, UARAAR B T UK Al H AR iR
F, HEW/FRAHN 72 kDa, dE—FI %
ik UEHPLCIN A8 T %[ () 7 1k o XA 1 1Y)
PRE BRI 14.4 min (E2), WRIEEATS T2
PR mla R, A5 5>+ 15 68.0 kDa,
] B} 2% & SDS-PAGE 45 5, 3% B il oy 5 37 5
fitf, 7K1 468.0 kDa.

Table 1 Purification of carboxyl esterase from M. morganii ZJB-09203

Purification step Protein (mg) Activity (U) Specific activity (U/mg) Yield (%) Purification (fold)
Crude enzyme 200.0 35.6 0.18 100.0 1.0
(NH,4),SOy, precipitation 71.8 21.4 0.30 60.0 1.7
Phenyl Sepharose 6 FF 11.8 14.9 1.26 41.8 7.0
DEAE Sephadex A-50 2.1 9.7 4.56 27.0 253
Bio-Scale CHT 0.1 23 15.61 6.5 86.7
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Fig. 1  SDS-PAGE analysis of purified carboxyl
estersase from Morgarella morganii ZJB-09203. 1:
protein marker; 2: concentrated purified enzyme.
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Fig. 2 HPLC chromatograms of the purified enzyme.
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2.2 EEREREREKEENERYS ST

r i 15 Tt 0 /G 7 3% 7T BB K 8 CNDE [ig
S I T T R TG R ) S X T O 2R )
FERAS 30 g Tt i 1) T 7K SR e e A K 1 T
2 (310 BRI ), T e A SRR e i A
AR (<10 M E)M, R T E M. morganii
ZJB-09203 PR/K i M AY , 258 1T i XA [A] ik
FERE p-is R BRI M, Rl 3 PR, %
Tt 5 4 25 25 Mg FF 13 Bacillus subtilis RRL1789 fig
il B 2 AL TS W D e L X T e e S
Yy (C4, C6) MFGIEE T, ARl 48 K e 2%
(C10, C12, C16) MTE SR TR, XF p-fif &
R FFHHERER (C16) MIG JI{LU AT p-i FE AR B
CURRER I 1% Hha b T 4 122 B 7K i 1t A 1 il

2.3 MERBEEZEEMR
2.3.1 ERESHE RN pH & pH RE

1) B S pH: pH XIS IE 775 0 45 5
W 4A. ZBEAE pH 8.5-9.5 WIS 1A, Y

100: uia
80 .
60
40+
20 ’—l—‘
oL

&C’D " (CM e (06\ o &C\Q\ (0\7—;‘6 (C\ 6)

Relative activity (%)

R gt - n0dt ot N et T
R et

3 M. morganii ZJB-09203 fis 7k iR 8Y K445 F 14
Fig. 3 Substrate specificity of the carboxyl esterase
from M. morganii ZJB-09203. The activity towards
p-nitrophenyl hexanoate was taken as 100%.
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60
A—DA—A—A—A—A—D—A—D A—B s

=) S0r —e—Activity 180
z 40l ——Enantiomeric excess
z 16
& 30t \
Q
Z 14
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B4 pHXBEEESEN (A) RIZEM (B) HIFM
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Fig. 4 Effect of pH on the activity (A) and stability (B) of esterase from M. morganii ZJB-09203.

pH< 8.0 3 pH>9.5 BIEE ) TR, DIBERE:
A Tris-HCl 28 WO IOV IR R I, F=4olasial
JERE, T Gly-NaOH 28 v if, eep FF&
2 90%LAT . pH REPESLIRE R WK 4B, %
BEREE pH 8.0-9.0., 4 'C AL E 24 h R 455 I% /1
1 94%/: 47, 24 pH < 8.0 B% pH > 9.0 A} fil7%
TIPREK
2.3.2  WRMHS Y BIE I LR B R R

1) S5 S0t B« A IS e A I B T 4
LW, IZBEBFE 40 'C—45 CIa] LA B mis 1,
WG IRE N 45 CE 5A), 2) #FaEtt: mEnY
PRE VS A R R, MIRERT 40 CHY,
e R e e BT . 76 40 "CARIE 30 min, A3{RAFE
91.8%% /7, fHYE 45 °C . 50 ‘C{#¥ 30 min )7,
HEREE 223 Ak B 34.6%F1 69.5% (K 5B).
2.3.3 £JBE T K& EDTA X EHE /1 I

4B BT X EDTA i BTG 15 Wi i 52 56 2%
W32, Ca®". Mo FICu* %% S — 2 )
BOGVERT, BEE 1 0 mlgm 3) 112.1%. 117.9%
M111.7%, Co*", Fe'', Ni*', zZn* MIBa® Xt fif

&N —E mEIE A, Hhco®  Fe’T NI
AREL I EIE R, B T4 33.3%.
29.6%M130.5% G J1 . WINEDTAJG , Wi R
FFEHRAY69.1%
2.3.4 M. morganii ZJB-09203 Er K f#zh 112
S8

MR R R, RASEEERSE, 4
ZBREGXT p-fEEL R T IR MR . CIRER . SR MR

£2 £EBFFEDTA MESESE B0

Table 2 Effect of mental ions and EDTA on
esterase activity
) Relati ) Relati

Chemical actiiia:yl\é‘;)) Chemical actif/ijyl\z;)
Control 100.0 Co* 66.7
EDTA 69.1 Fe’* 70.4
Ca** 112.1 Ni%* 69.5
ALY 96.5 Zn** 85.5
Mn?" 117.9 Ba*" 92.9
Li" 99.6 Cu* 111.7
Mg** 102.4
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Fig. 5 Effect of temperature on the activity (A) and stability (B) of esterase.

MA B 152k, IRt E IS )
SR (R 3). LIEIRRW], ZEREEXT 4 Fh
R SEM I R/ANE: C6>C10>C4>Cl12,
2.3.5 M. morganii ZJB-09203 EgE#Hi{k, CNDE
SF A B K

M. morganii ZJB-09203 i fitf fi {b A [i] 9 F
CNDE /KL WLIE 6. 440 BE 43 5l N
30 mmol/L F1 60 mmol/L i}, %4k 7E 3 h F1 6 h
RIiA % 45%L |, {ARE%E CNDE #k 4k 2
i, AR TS 200 mmol/L KMk B
T, RNEIRER 2 24 h, LR 31%.
TERTH M. morganii ZJB-09203 44 it it 4k
CNDE /Kf#rh, W& YIRE T =)
SRR IR, R R R d i ca®'
% 3 M. morganii ZJB-09203 EEEEHIEN HhF S

Table 3 Kinetic constants of M. morganii ZJB-09203
esterase

Substrates Kn (mmol/L)  Vyux (U/mg)
p-NP butyrate (C4) 0.124 59.2
p-NP hexanoate (C6) 0.059 65.4
p-NP decanoate (C10) 0.062 41.5
p-NP laurate (C12) 0.133 22.8
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S 20f
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Fig. 6 Time courses of CNDE hydrolysis at different
concentrations catalyzed by M. morganii ZJB-09203
esterase.

Zn* % MG R E T 5 IR S A s A
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Rrf, MRS W TR S Ak oK s A,
KB g 48 R g R 22 f I Thermonyces
lanuginosus g i (7% 5h 44 Lipolase ®) ki
H%F Rhizopus delemar g/lffix} CNDE HA 1L
KA S-S7AEREME (E>200) |, 1M b Ak F i
pig liver esterase Fll cholesterol esterase)Zk A TG ik
Y OE=2) P RESREHLAN M
morganii ZJB-09203 Fr/K fi g5l , REfE XTIk e
PEIKf# S - B CNDE AYAE RS bt Ak AE Pk ) 12 4
RUWARIE, Wik, XF M. morganii ZIB-09203 7~
Az B T 7K AR T SR A 7 0 125 Al A Rl 2 P B AF ST
X B A FE R AL B TR A 27 - i
PRSI T v R — 2 1

AR B AR R TE A3 FE)ZHT, IR
Sy aliAl TR QAR G IR /K il , R4S T HR Dk Al
Wil , I B A BE i 98 HPLC W 2 4y 7 & R
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