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O BRMER FASLMAZEBE (Transcription activator-like effector nucleases, TALENSs), & —#F % & #1
KT A 9% B #9 TALEs & @ (Transcription activator-like effectors, TALEs) ) FR | M 4% B8 A 4o B 64 498 42
MR (Flde Fok 1) Rhéem M a9 A LB, TALENs 6945 F MR A TR E TR BKREL E T, X4 2 TALEs 4
FHIR R DNA 69 ess Mt L. ik b, ATHiEe) TALENs T A% 7 iR 512 & DNA 4 55 Z 0 5,

HATR B R . ARG, TALENs R RA R 245 T2 E S ZR. SMAt ¥ 3RF R, ALEL T TALENs
ARG R, A5 ZFNs. CRISPR/Cas F# RABE 694 % X 4, TALENs A T b fik 4 40 F AP AR R EA 45
RO R R, EBARMERA. e, AERER S, UARA RGN AD LMW, L& EAGI R,
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Abstract: As a protein originally found in plant pathogenic bacteria, transcription activator-like effectors (TALEs) can be

fused with the cleaving domain of restriction endonuclease (For example Fok I ) to form artificial nucleases named
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TALENSs. These proteins are dependent on variable numbers of tandem Repeats of TALEs to recognize and bind DNA

sequences. Each of these repeats consists of a set of approximately 34 amino acids, composed of about 32 conserved amino

acids and 2 highly variable amino acids called repeat variant di-residues (RVDs). RVDs distinguish one TALE from

another and can make TALEs have a simple cipher for the one-to-one recognition for proteins and DNA bases. Based on

this, in theory, artificially constructed TALENSs could recognize and break DNA sites specifically and arbitrarily to perform

gene knockout, insertion or modification. We reviewed the development of this technology in multi-level and multi species,

and its advantages and disadvantages compared with ZFNs and CRISPR/Cas technology. We also address its special

advantages in industrial microbe breeding, vector construction, targeting precision, high efficiency of editing and biological

safety.

Keywords. TALENSs, genome editing, industrial microorganism

LR A A, BIER X X 52 AL 15
R rdGE, i =mEAEL . sk, A
AR SEPR b B R W] DS A S m
BRI S, TR — AL Al A AN RS
KA gl 80 AFEARAY 4 M JE R AT #E R
(Gene targeting), i [F]Ji &4 (Homologous
recombination) P T [ IR A9 R R CAH AL
MER . 22 B PRAT SR H R TR I 19 30 42 B A=
PR LR T oiik, HUAATETF 2 AL
ZAb, FE . AL, BENLIE AR R A
FTRERG O B A FE e i s PHPE SERETR L . 3R 1
ERBE R, BOREAL; FTH R0 Ty g
BONEB,

bE & 4 5L K0 Y H R (Whole-genome
sequencing) M & J& DL AR AR B 97 /5 SR 1 3
R, AR I RSN E B Ry RIS, dnda] 3 A 3
XX SeAE B AR, FF 46 ik 5 R A B 5
AR A U DR, TG IR R P e R R 2 A
SRR I IR B W, 5 R 20 G i B R R 2 A
Ry EE AL RS Ay o FRARL Y DN 2 G R
EA MRS B Bt it £ % A
fi 22 WL DR TH0 S AR BCRAR TS HL2% A P
PR, N A% R B R — 28 Y B 75 3 R 3

& o HF A AR R S ML IR T 5 DNA TR 5125
BN Tk 200 Rl & T BB . BEE A% R
(Zinc-finger nucleases, ZFNs) i & X FE—E T
i o N R N Ay AR A N P (R A LB
(Zinc finger), AEUZIRH] DNA P45 2 4546
IR N DI Fok I M1 Z5 44488, 7] LI DNA i
FrY1%] . ZFNs $ R e ik 25 46 151 ik K 2 A B 808
I T 2R A T — AR R
(9 HIV 3477 254 2 Bk A 30 PRS2 i B
2009 4, Pt B AR XEEIE (Repeat variant
di-residues, RVDs) 5 HAZITERX] LY 5 R B AR,
B SR NS DR R RN W) 4% BR I (Transcription
activator-like effector nucleases, TALENs) Mt
FENFHREA R R BT BL , I SR B ZFNs
IR T LR 2H 248 T H. . TALENs AR5
BT RASEE S AR AR, R
il 08 e S 0 AR AN Y (Transceription
activator-like effector, TALE) %% #4 4§ n] LA [R]4T:
& HFAALA DNA AU 454, Il TALENs
HA I ZFNs W 5 it A LA S S 4T
¥R, HET, TALENs CAEEY) . Bt 75
B WRAE L DA OIS R 4 RN £ BE T A
A 2SN o
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AR, RN ARG T CHA R,
ZFNs. TALENs ¥ ARTEARWroEE Mz, 5HimE
Rt A T R AR B, 0B s e AR A ) ol 2 ]
X & J¥ 5 /CRISPR # & & H  (Clustered

regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats/
CRISPR-associated protein, CRISPR/Cas) AR,

MR ZEd T, FATKH HAN 4 TALENs £ K,
FptE 5 ZFNs. CRISPR/Cas 27 [A] i) 2% S5 b fi

BAG .

1 TALENs: %R#¥iRA 5418

TALEN J2& TALE 549385 Fok I RN 1)
M 25 P A S T 5 88 H . [ TALE A £
FhAs A, B AW 45 Z A0 TALEN ., H4EIHAEARTH ,
TALENS 4543 & TALEs 2 /8.1 DNA 15 5145
B e, LUK Fok T AR PN -Vl o E 4k 4 A )
it {2 U] E 25 44 358

1.1 TALENsHY)IRZIEE & 45491

TALEs & — 2 i AF 40 ot T 20 BRI A 1
Xanthomonas sp.j*”* A& i 2 15T , AT LA o TITAY 43
WA GEIEATE FAIA, PRt gl R Sy TR A0
U — BEATE B4, —28 TALEs gt2x it
A%, IFSHXT Y DNA FPAISE G, Sk
IFMIE RS . T EEERAR, —BERL
N, P S U A 2 B T 0 D TR A
fUR !, (AR R 2 SR A 3 A B
P A

MNZERE Folei, TALEs & N Si— s
A L7 W5 5 K, C AL 5 A — D I REMERZ
ENifES (Nuclear localization signal, NLS) A
R —A> BAT AL e S0 DR 1R AE 10 e R o)
WG 45 # 5, (Activation domain, AD)! (&
1A) . Pi# Z A W] & P 5 TALENSs 455 7E 49 DNA
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PUNSS G AW EL, maa T (13-29) DEAE &
MR I, BAEEAERAITEH 34 15
AIEHE B R RS . BB RO AR
FEHLP—8, X 12, 13 S07 5 A 43 LR ik
S AT AR U0 I H R R A TR R A
SR (B 1B). R, X AN AR AR AR 2
FERRFR PSRN RVD, P, 45 13 sk L
TR E AT IR, T 12 5% R T Fa e
RVD %54, 35 DNA & A FE R4 1
BB, HMIFI A & BL L 7E TALE-DNA 45 &8 h
PR 2 PU. TALEs H R BCHESI Y RVDs 58k
DNA [P A% AT BRI T —— X . 2009 4, iX
— X IV 56 FR AW 5 14T BA 43 S Sy i A, F
TIEAE R —#] Science Zuidi . HiH, Moscou
# Bogdanove™ il it H ML X RVDs 5
FEBR B A 3 F 7 90 1 3 A HoAs A8, KB RVDs
U TR AT IR BTN, HRIH
— > RVD M — MR . X X OC RAFTE
B4 TR PR, (HBAT B B YR T A AR
(Context dependence) 4. HlUnfEStit 1 383
A~ RVD-ZHBRIIRTOC R, ATk HD &
IR E Y RVD I H 5 C AF7EAR 38 1 %
KFR o HUOERA T 4 NG fiRHI A 9 NL. 5
YINZ P G BUZ A B9 NN — /N Boch
A1 3of S4BT TALEs 5 H6: DNA 43 F
BT e RS H 75 Moscou G4,
o X2 RVD-EZAFER BRI 56 R Bk AMTIA 90 H
kI M F ¥ a9 R E DNAJF S
TALES[] 8,24-26] .
1.2 TALENSs HIEG{E ] B 45441

AR, PR T N TR
R WA EATJE R A i 7). X s gl T Ham R
J2 1 AT 1l () DNA BUI 25 6 3805 AR R S PR %
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Typelll
secretion signal

Activation
NLS domain

Repeat
region

5T GCATCTCCCCCTACTGTACACCAC

TEELE

£ 101234567 89101112131415161718192021222323.5 1 1373
127 1149
B LTPAQVVAIASHDGGKQALETVQRLLPVLCQAHG
05 10 15 20 25 30 34

1 TALE 4Hm{ % RVD %4
Fig. 1

construction of repeats' .

2 PN E7) Tt R 2 70 A% (4 ZFNs, .4 TALENS).,
ZFNs 5 TALENs i % & H#: 1) J2 Fok [ #% RN Y]
Mt . Fok I J& 3 ¥ 4> & F 40 1A ¥ IR ¥ FF 14
Flavobacterium okeanokoites AY—25 11 S HI% R
), FEA5 TS W) DNA 1778 B F o 11 /K fige vl
PIT53] 41 kDa B9 N i DNA 25425t
25 kDa [ C ¥ DNA BEIZ5k 00, s, 11
TR S 1 A VT ) B0 S0 A7 055 25 5 s AR D
SRR, 1S TR TR N U1 i D) 75 B 25 45 5o 1 [
SE B S Ab D) E) DNA Xk, Xt T Fok T AZ R,
H DNA 254 853 R i 25 6 — Bl [l SOF )
5'-GGATG-3'/5'- CATCC-3', #RJ5 M) 45 k) sk 1
G55 LA F IR B 9 AR 13 MR A AL s
F SVEH DI E] DNA XUEERY . Fok T BLIAFEAR
HAWEME, JA 24T 5458 DNA 454 9F HIE R
TRIK, oM AR E TR T A AR
PECH AR e, AT AR E I 4 T
Fok T ZrBI7E A FHAR IR BN i 25 4, T A
R TR T2 i A0 I TR R — 3R A4, D081 R 7 45 =2 (1]
E,(J DNA XX%[28,33—34]0

The composition of TALEs and structure of RVD. (A) The general construction of TALEs. (B) The general

2 TALENs#yi&kit5Hz

2010 4E 6 J1, Christian 25249 4l 7 A
I # % TALENs £2A . ffiT# AvrBs3 F1 PthXol
H KARAFAER) TALEs J¥415 Fok T @it T mf
HEAEX HbR DNA SEAFHTHE, IFXF25 A0
[ PEAN R TALEN FT8BRCEH#ATIOE, 04T
TALEN ZRUKEAERFTHA S ME B . 2045 R
N, AvrBs3 Hil PthXol By A FT 504 5 18] 1B 4
55& 21 bp fi1 24 bp, FHEANFEA 15 bp &b
A ABRTE KIS P TAL S5 H9 3801 Fok T 2544 5%,
Z AR IX (Linkers) 4K JEXT T TALEN
(R P2 B, T P> TALEN 2560 45 114 1]
A IX (Spacers) J¥ Al NS Fok I —RIKMW
T B % B R 6 2011 4F, Li 28 I3k [ AvrXa7
F1 PthX01 H R ARAFFEN TALE HE P44 T
B, I TR Fok T 4544 385% #2 51)
TALE 5 #438 N 3 A1 C %544 i) TALEN #6585
FEEdE, 4550 &I Fok [ ##3% TALE ) C
SRR U X T TALEs BOiGPEsEm, R
FAN[F] TALEs Xt N %ty . C 3ty () AR M F2 2 AR [
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{EXFF 4 K Z%0 TALEs Kifi, N ¥%5%}F TALE
5 DNA HYRI AR &8 o B b

T R SR TALEs (192545 7 91 #J2 A—
AT (5 TALE 1Y N %ii9 0 37 55 5 B ICAHXT L)
TR, R XA T L[] RVD BT Bk,
{HHIFES 55 EA LM E Nicotiana benthamiana
Hh i hax3 BTSSP, AR Sun DO
PLA.C B G H 1 TALENSs t R 51 3 B
S ECR ) R m S M N 2RI £T & 1 (HBB)
FEH AR A T Ik — M oL 32 TALE I
PEFr A BT, Scholze B8R #F Y R T
A 4NHRSFEL FI0S DNA IR 45
G A FE RSB E/NEZ ook BR
H505 DNA BT RIER ; AR EE 5
IV S X i 0 N i P VA= O ol N 9B I i
BT o

1M Jankele 1 Svoboda M M\ 455K 8 4 B JG3S
RUF TALE-DNA 4545 B i HEl] ok — 245 311
Wit 4% TALE 34 45 F e g 2R B,

1) BEFRAA 5-TC BRIE Y b e T 42 254
(Central repeat domain, CRD) iHJ|F%], 1ETC
PR, AT RL e B — PRI 5N R AT
A0

2) RPFEE A HE AT A A ME— PR AT IR (1)
SN TR e B A BT A
Z5).

3) R — IO T R BT ROl K 2
DRI AR I A 14 [0 05 470 25 A i A A X ) 204181
{HZH%E TALENSs B b A/0F 14 NEE I, 1
TALE % 54380 1 I 75 22 18-20 M E & HT

4) WZEGHEZED 4 AL TR Rk
RVDs (4, HD>C, NG>T #{#% NN>G/A), 4
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HEFE CRD MR, w54 RVDs A LR E|F2
5E TALE-DNA 454 F 4 141

5) kg EL 3 AR RVDs 4 22 4E {9 17
B, FEBE NG, WHE 2R B A 3 4 NG %
NS S8 TALE EATERIE .

6) WIERTEXFIXAF AL G, WL #H
NH ifidF NN 15 g1,

7) fFH NI RS A B ZE R LA
JL 5 AR RVDs!,

Q) i & A A N yXIH (N-terminal
region, NTR) (%) 150 PR IEAR) LUK C i HI %L
N T B A 4 KIE ) TALE B42. Hil,
TE Z B A W v il FH A R A B R 4R & Miller
Sl 5 iy 244K, Mussolino Z£PSF1 Zhang
g Sy O AR R T SR Y

9) fJ&, AT DLk Ok A R FE L TR
it 4T TALEN 315 B ¥ 437 .

B T e B A e R R S T R B
TALENSs 2H %% RIXE , BF90 & I & i 280 )7 2 FH LA
I 3k 2 PR, DA PR | i 28 b 2H ¢ TALENS,
Zhang ZEWVE WY —Fh B 2 SO . R
AR 3 A DURARSR 5 FRAR F5 451 I SR AR
ity (149 00 R R M R i ZH B R M R S
Weber 26*5# 11 Golden Gate To[EHE A4
TALEs, X — e R R 8 11S BRI IR
WA ES LT 33T Bsa [ JPHI M EHE H
JUTIEBC L K T Bpi T 41) (1) T 255 e A5 e 1)
A U o T Cermak 2505 153 7 —Fh A
#RH T PCR (1 W (5 TALEs 958 AP AR 16
PEHRASE) TAR KA B, 2012 4E, Li 2P T
— P 2 TT 7R R ] e A bR L TR R
TALE #5315 H ¥ (TALE transcription factors,
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TALE-TFs) il TALENSs ‘5 22 fit)— A B3 il fiff % 25
RN o T Sanjana 2£PUg B T TALE-TFs [
T NGB A0S P45 F1 TALENs H]F 0 8% 5k
DRl R PR B4 A o AT — A oy i B
$% (Fast ligation-based automatable solid-phase
FLASH) ¢ AR #] DL 52 3
TALENSs (K HURLZH 4, 53—y 2 1) T
AR 2 2 A 2 AT 1 2 24 IO SRS () W Bk R A 7

S A TALENSs 9. 1 Briggs 271
T — Fh AR ik A BE 41 3 (Ative capped
assembly, ICA) {77k, il i % 20 % e 5 4 LA
AT AR 24 B 2y ELAPA 2 3 4 22 5 ] TALENS X —
75 %55 FLASH R AN [R) Z AR 72 T8 2 2 T [ AH 52
PR, T DU R ik B 21 S SRR SR
K, ¥, Schmid-Burgk P& T —Fh
A % 4% B 4K 4% A 5¢ B (Ligation-independent
cloning, LIC) A, ffiTH & T — 1 H RIK
TALE &5 i B SCHE LA B TALEs o X — ik
{45 TALENSs (%R 6 5O fa] Sphod | e i D
KBk A R R A5 & 1 29 TALENs
FOR T2 0 A ) R (R B A
Je S AE T DAL AR, /N R A R S
RO SO s N 4 Nl IR
B0 sk TALEs B S 2 (15
TALENS 908 h 2 FI5E

high-throughput,

3 TALENSs [ H

W% TALENs 428 ARRYHEL, TALENs
BEARC GBI N HF 2958, 2400, 1
e P e R0 Bl Rl
RSl N S O }\3;3[25,36,65-67]w\
K ZRET A, 2011 4, Sander ZPF]

Miller 259V % W 9 )5 B3 T TALENS, J£3k71%
T hey2 F1 gria3a &AL U BRE T f AR it , AR
BN 11%-33%. Huang 55| F—Ff o0
ZH 2% M Y TALENSs X tnikb A1 dip2a P43
DR B T 4T 0 53045 1 AT RARSE 1A% B BE 1) £ 5%
ApA L TWE T 2012 4E, Bedell ZUVE BT
TALENs Y| DNA J5 7= [ AUEERT %4 (Double
strand break, DSB) , ! 48 ) H. 4% DNA
(Single-stranded DNA, ssDNA, {5 loxP J¥51)
i e b B 21 B BE T SRR A b X — S
WEFE Ry 25 A DR AT S 255 1 0 1 i R Rt
ifi Reyon Z5P2fi ] FLASH RE4%E T 48 4
TALENs Jf i & 3 7 3% 5 & 4% 8 58 O 8 1A
(Enhanced green fluorescent protein, eGFP) ) %¢
2 R A DN sk 6 2 1 5T A 9 79 TALENSs
TG PER ISR T B o BR T TALENSs
PEAT LR ST, TALENSs t i I FI697 k0
AL H R 7T RUA IR AT iﬁ%@éfé 721
DA B 2 M R s A 6 U7 A B L b 2 95 1 3
J7 . W 5EET pAh, Kim O
TALENs £OAR % 7 BA R E$iE H-2K (K)
AR RPOMEE LA RAK, SRS 43 i M
o3 B A B R YU R SR AL B AT AN O i . 4
R, TALENs HAR AT LUA &4 & 42 588 1K
X RERE TALEN AR LUCE 2 b F T
ARSI, AR T A AR BIR KA &
W% TALEs FARMFFRHEA S W R,
VP WIS H L I T 8 24 L. Zhang ZEU' AN
JCISSEFE TALEs 1 SERHATF 5T 8 S I R A
VFZ R AN % T 5 . X R
AR T : RVDs BFF Rt SR8 | EHEKX
(Linkers) FIMEFEIX (Spacers) MK JE. 1LAh,
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TALEs 1 b T i# 7 90 AR B 42 15 40 i 1t R
T BT AN B B UE , R ) T A AT 18
PRI T IR AT IR T I % SR B AT BE s X 1
FSE IR 2l 5 i 7Y, B AN, T RSR TALEs
IAERE YR AR v e B, TR GG PR YR 9T TR AR A
A B8 & A i N 28 R

4 TALENs %5 ZFNs. CRISPR/Cas

WE & BRI HERS . BFRIERA, BT 2
T % FLARR S L P A G 4R H AR

TALENSs & LA ZENs iy H bl % @i
PR STE YA TE - E s NS R T AN A A A il
ZFNs fA7EVF 2 MM Z b o BEE a5 U H AR
B A i UL DNA 254 %5, 8 A%
A e W M S . A FER LR
2y 30 NREEERHA ARSI BPpa 451y, HH o
FM LA E IR 2 5 DNA KB H ) = hili 3%
Xt MY TS [ B A TR B X DNA B 25 &
Frse b AFE R 22 57 . L, BRI R (E1S
DNA 55 EARER R haTfe. HiE, A
TSR AR BB, AR RS B AT LU &
£ 9-18 MNHIEXS 19 DNA F41 . T 18 I Hf Ak
XTI g 1 ) k4 REAE 680 AZ B 2 B
BRI, A — N RE XTI R AL e
S AT R SRS A R BV R 25 B
7N, FEMIE LR FTHLES TALENs fl ZFNs &3
TR M B R A AT B sk R BRRS
Mussolino 2P 4 T CCR5 45 TALENS
HE LR R ZFNs 22 8] 1) 40 i 25 1k -5 5
P, H45 B R, TALENs 5 T 29 1% 5 1%
878, T ZFNs MRS R 75748 FL R =ik 1%,
A, Zead TALENSs b BE A9 20 i 7750 Rt 40t
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ZFNs 4b P40 f i R A

CRISPR J¥ 515 7. T 1987 4EH Ishino 251
KB, Jansen MW HIEX 4. B, 7EIF
ZHE MG AME S LI T CRISPR JF 41
CRISPR #f % (CRISPR-associated, Cas) 2k
PO H A E & B CRISPR/Cas 2 45 1] LR 4
Cas FER B L IoE BN R 43k 3 Fhe sy, T A1
M RS THE LA Cas HIVENE GERA Y
#) DNA MUk, 1 118 R G0 HAT 2 —1> Cas9
FEFEATE ) CRISPR/Cas 22 4t 2 240 1 Al i 40 14
) — P G BERL, T DR 2 g i rp N Y 2
RHIUMARSG, #d Cas9 HAIFIKIMNE DNA F
Bt A ok I N4 R SR T AR ik
CRISPR-RNA (Pre-crRNA). JZ 2 #41% crRNA
(Trans-activating crRNA, tracrRNA) 3 57 i)
] RNA (Guide RNA, gRNA) #4 i, Cas9 ¥
MR AR BE 7E crRNA H1i) 20 bp 1] 5751
(Guide sequence) DL K 5[] 57 41 45 & 09 #E 1)
DNA 5'¥ui ) 3 /B 3 (Protospacer-adjacent
motif, PAM) B 2K | Cas9 KR A1k W]
LIt AP DNA 51 A DSBs {8 22 FA# , WA TT 4L 4H
RN P - NE A il = S A AL
CRISPR/Cas Z %5 TALENSs, ZFNs A [A] Z 4b7E
T, HARU R R R RNA MEEE AR,
DT, 22 0 o iy 1523 — B9y R
CRISPR/Cas #& A& HL T (¥ B D) 15 24 L. TALENS
BN E A, g4, CRISPR/Cas 245 AT LAIH]
Rf X B ) B DN A B 2 A A7 AT U0 BB
T, AT A R 227 A R AR BRI IRYT

HR, TR GE BT a) e e S L 45 ha) Rk
CRISPR/Cas R A RMAEEETFZ AL : H
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TR B 25 . PAM JF 91 R ™ 1% .
FESITT  CRISPR/Cas R GEAFAE A HF S HE DI 1
PG ORIO0ION e o g g i R 021030,
5 AL ISR TALENSs ; 1M 2 AR W 19t £
BRI, ATRET B X Cas JEDR
BT R LR REG1H1T CRISPR/Cas 5
GEAE X AN R Pl DL R (5] — Rl A AN [ ik P i A 7

% 1 TALENs. ZFNs#1 CRISPR/Cas Hjxf b

SERURIRI , BCRAFAEA SR 22 R 01T
FL DL B 3 FpdiR (3% 1), ZFNs HiARFLER

I, BARTE B R A L AN R

TALENs R 5 ZFNs AR KARINE, 7T LAfE 4

ZFNs f)fiff 5% L hilh

{H It ZFNs A0 #,

CRISPR/Cas i R MauHT . AUSE A K, H
o o N I E S AN G =t 7/ V8= B S ikl o I

Tablel Comparison of TALENSs, ZFNsand CRISPR/Cas™

Items TALENSs

ZFNs (C2H2)

CRISPR/Cas (Type II)

Central domain Tandem repeats of ~34 aa

Determining region RVD of 12th and 13th

Two helices connected by a short

S d truct
T A RVD-containing loop

DNA binding pattern  One repeat for one nucleotide
Validity Very little apparent context
dependence
Specificity Relatively high
Existing same repeat for distinct
Degeneracy .
nucleotides
- N little (if detectabl
Toxicity o or little (if any) detectable

cytotoxicity

— . 10-30b ith

Optimized dimers 3 sPace.rs W
corresponding linkers

Applicable sites Arbitrary theoretically

Design More flexibility and repeats

Predictability Qualified

Intellectual property  Public cipher

Cost

Relatively low-cost and time-saving

Zinc-fingers of ~30 aa

Alpha-1,3,6 amino acid

Beta folding-beta folding-
alpha helix (B-p-a)

One zinc finger for one
trinucleotide

Context dependence

Relatively low (off-target
effect)

Having the affinity for
similar but not identical
sequences their intended
targets

Yes

18—24 bp DNA linkers with

4—7 bp spacers
Existing modules can’t
target every possible
sequence

Less flexibility and fingers

Lack

Sangamo and Sigma-
Aldrich

Relatively costly and time-

consuming

Cas protein

20 nucleotides of crRNA and
PAM squence

An open bilobed architecture
and nucleic acid binding clefts
One nucleotide for one
nucleotide

Depend on the PAM sequence

Relatively low (off-target
effect)

Yes

Next to the PAM sequence

Simple and flexibility
Qualified

Public

Very low-cost and time-saving

TALENS: transcription activator-like effectors; ZFNs: zinc-finger nucleases; CRISPR/Cas: clustered regularly interspaced
short palindromic repeats/CRISPR-associated protein; C2H2: 2-cysteine and 2-histidine, RVD: repeat variable diresidues

crRNA; CRISPR-RNA; PAM: protospacer-adjacent motif.
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