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About

Founded in 1985, Chinese Journal of Biotechnology is

the official journal of the Institute of Microbiology, the
Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Society
for Microbiology. Chinese Journal of Biotechnology
is an international, peer-reviewed journal that
publishes original papers and reviews on all aspects
of Biotechnology, such as genetic engineering,
cell engineering, enzyme engineering, biochemical
engineering, tissue engineering, biochips, bioinformatics,
bioreactor, and so on. The journal is indexed/abstracted
in various important citation resources such as Chemistry
Abstracts, MEDLINE/PubMed, AJ of Viniti, JST, Scopus,
Center for Agriculture and Bioscience International,
EMBASE, CNKI, Chinese Biological Digest, CBM,
Chinese Scientific Quotation Database (Web amp; CD),
Chinese Science and Technological Periodical (CD).

Aimed at promoting the scientific exchanges between
China and other parts of the world, Chinese Journal of
Biotechnology has cooperated with Elsevier to publish
online English edition from 2006 to 2008 (http:// www.
sciencedirect.com/science/journal/18722075). The online
English edition, launched on the ScienceDirect, provides
original English papers and some translated articles
selected from the corresponding issue of Chinese
edition.

We welcome submissions from all over the world. Please
feel free to contact us (Tel: +86-10-64807509; E-mail:
cjb@im.ac.cn).

Cover Synthetic biology aims to engineer a life from
the ground up. A key engineering step is to fabricate
and manipulate biological parts as functional modules,
such as promoters (white arrow, cover figure), ribosome
binding sites (black half-round, cover figure), terminators
(white bar, cover figure). The approaches presented in
this issue include creating a library for one functional
part, assembling multiple parts and reorganizing a whole
genome by deleting nonessential genes from essential
ones. Meantime, predictive models and other design
strategies (e.g. protein budget) are also important
to reduce the labor during the screening process.
Ultimately, the engineered life was expected to meet a
variety of demand of human (e.g. drug, food).
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