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Improvement of natural product production in Streptomyces
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Abstract:

Streptomyces are major sources of bioactive natural products. Genome sequencing reveals that Streptomyces have great

biosynthetic potential, with an average of 20-40 biosynthetic gene clusters each strain. However, most natural products from
Streptomyces are produced in low yields under regular laboratory cultivation conditions, which hamper their further study and drug
development. The production of natural products in Streptomyces is controlled by the intricate regulation mechanisms. Manipulation
of the regulatory systems that govern secondary metabolite production will strongly facilitate the discovery and development of
natural products of Streptomyces origin. In this review, we summarize progresses in pathway-specific regulators from Streptomyces
in the last five years and highlight their role in improving the yields of corresponding natural products.
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P55 B Streptomyces albus 774 B ERZE AL A
Y1, Lu Sl iR e e R BGC 153 145
Atk, HEME R EIA 5.7 g/L; TEMLERH PR
CL GBS A X5 T S R AW A RGP R A
R, FZolEh B Z PRI 6.6 g/L™, Wang
S I R IR R AT A A G (Fatty acyl-CoA
synthetase) EHE T MIPN =t H M R, #8517
TN A POREE, ORI RIREESRT T Ll
. NZHEZR B, THERSPIYEER Bl 0 &; i
—57E 180 L B/ MU IR ol i AP 4k i p v
BTAEE % B, B/ B 6.2 g/L 27131 9.31 g/L M,
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Fig. 1 Regulation of the biosynthesis of Streptomyces natural products. (A) The regulatory cascades of natural product
production in Streptomyces. (B) Phylogenetic tree and domain analysis of pathway-specific regulators in Streptomyces.
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Table 1 The major pathway-specific regulators involved in Streptomyces natural product production

Family (Mode®)  Regulator Strains Antibiotics Yield (Fold/(mg/L)) References
TetR (+) DepR1 S. roseosporus Daptomycin (1) ~1.4/474 [40]
ArtX S. aurantiacus Aurantimycin A (2) 2/~200 [41]
ChIF1 S. autolyticus Chlorothricin (3) - [42]
GdmRlIlI S. autolyticus Geldanamycin (4) - [43]
MilR2 S. hygroscopicus 5-oxomilbemycin A3/A4 (5) ~1.3/3 600 [44]
SchA21 Streptomyces sp. SCC-2136 Sch47554 (6) ~3.9/26.2 [45]
NonG S. albus Nocardamine (7) activated [46]
TetR (-) RapY S. rapamycinicus Rapamycin (8) 3.7/26.7 [47]
PapR3 S. pristinaespiralis Pristinamycins (9) ~1.5/- [48]
PapR5 ~3/-
CalR3 S. chartreusis Calcimycin (10) ~8/- [49]
ArpRII S. argillaceus Argimycin PI (11) 1.6~3.6/- [50]
SchA4 Streptomyces sp. SCC-2136 Sch47554 (6) ~4/27.9 [45]
SARP (+) PapR1 S. pristinaespiralis Pristinamycins (9) ~2/- [51]
PapR2 ~2/-
OtcR S. rimosus Oxytetracycline (12) ~6.5/6 240 [52]
Orf22 S. fungicidicus Enduracidins (13) ~4.0/2.9 [53]
Txn9 S. bottropensis Trioxacarcin A (14) - [54]
CtcB S. aureofaciens Chlortetracycline (15) - [55]
NosP S. actuosus Nosiheptide (16) - [56]
ArpRI S. argillaceus Argimycin PI (11) 1.2~1.9/- [50]
PieR S. piomogeues Piericidin Al (17) 2.3/- [57]
ChlF2 S. antibioticus DSM 40725 Chlorothricin (3) 7.6/- [58]
Nbc14 Streptomyces sp. A793 Notonesomycin A (18) 18/- [59]
Notonesomycin B (19) 3/-
SrcmRI S. reseiscleroticus Chromomycins (20) activated®/22.1 [60]
SpeR Streptomyces sp. KO-7888 Sarpeptin A (21) activated [61]
Sarpeptin B (22)
SARP (-) Atr32 S. atratus SCSIO ZH16NS-80S Atratumycin (23) 2.3/823 [62]
LAL (+) TtmRIII S. ahygroscopicus Tetramycin (24) ~0.8(decreased®)/— [63]
MilR S. bingchenggensis Milbemycin A3/A4 (25)  ~1.4/4 069 [64]
FkbN S. tsukubaensis Tacrolimus (26) ~1.8/252.2 [65]
SInR S. albus Salinomycin (27) ~1.3/- [66]
StaR S. fradiae Staurosporine (28) 5.2/- [67]
GdmRI S. hygroscopicus Geldanamycin (4) ~1.3/- [68]
GdmRlII ~1.3/-
NemR S. cyaneogriseus Nemadectin (29) 1.8/595 [69]
FkbN2 S. hygroscopicus var. Ascomycin (30) 4/1 800 [70]
ascomyceticus
ToyA S. diastatochromogenes Toyocamycin (31) 2/456.3 [71]
FscR2, FscR3 Streptomyces sp. FR-008. Candicidin (32) - [72]
PAS-LUXR (+) PimM S. natalensis Pimaricin (33) 1.2/- [36]
TtmRIV S. ahygroscopicus Tetramycin A (24) 3.3/1 334 [63]
CfaR S. scabies Coronafacoyl-L-isoleucine 10/ - [73]
34
AurJ3M S. aureofuscus ,(Aur)eofuscin (35) - [74]
*The following modes of regulation are indicated: +, activator; —, repressor. "Activation of silent BGCs. ¢ decreased yields

compared to the original strain.
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orf22, ¥ enduracidin A F1 B %7~ & M 0.74 mg/L
T E 4 2.93 mg/LP, 37 F ik txn9 . cteB. nosP.
arpRl. pieR #f chlF2 JH#E3EH, 58T+ T
trioxacarcin A (14) . chlortetracycline (15) .
nosiheptide (16). argimycins P (11). piericidin Al
(17) 0 chlorothricin (3) FF=H. BN, 3 Ay~ &
I A AR S T 7.6 f5, 1 17 MR AT A
PRAR T 2.3 5 B0 Goh & A A
CRISPR-Cas9 415 iy 5k K 21 g i B R 7E 5% 85 1A
Streptomyces sp. A793 Hid KK JEE LA nbel4,
£ notonesomycin A (18) #1 notonesomycin B (19)
(7 B> IR T T 18 5 3 45159,
PRYNIEARFE S PR I 4 IR - AN e 4 TR Tk
RACE i, R R BUET KRR A RO
hZ—. Sun SFERIMAEHER A S. reseiscleroticus
HRIEE—ULEREY chromomycins (20) AE#145 %
BN Bz HRE R R E R E RSN
Streptomyces livdans 47 5 5 e ik I ok ik A
FEIE sremRI 5, &AL T chromomycin [7] 22491 14
P A0 Koomsiri Z7EREZS T Streptomyces sp.
KO7888 H & I —ATUER 1 i B A A2 W 1R 22 ik
G BRI 5 o ik HR R BE A speR J5 )7 4
T WA H R AB K sarpeptins A (21) 1 sarpeptins B
(22)Y, EETZ R SARP AR R TR vk
LA G L. B, FarR4 iR+ IR 5
JKEEFE A Streptomyces lavendulae H§ET B EWI 4
U, Yang 45 i BRI BEAE T T Streptomyces
atratus FP AR LI atr32, % atratumycin (23) FY
FERARTE T 2.3 1%, 155 823 mg/L. 53 41 SARPs
WA VRN 2T B, ) 2RI G
W7 A L B A T T TR el i,
Santos-Beneit %5 % ¥ AfsR i i 545 5L K phoP
(M) shF454, 5 PhoP Al GInR J8# A F4
AR IR 2 | L[R2 5 R4 R A B A T W)
PG ACHE, AeRr i R A R AR s
2018 4, Ma SE K IMIERERL A S. tsukubaensis H
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Bulz 15 Z k¥, I8 A1 b DL &
flbvg S5 ml g A8 P, SARP RIUE R N T
X ik 55 I R AR P W AE )G U IR O 2 2
Hy PR AR
2.3 LuxR RIRIFEEF

FERERE R, L 20 Fh LAL KA EE R T
Xt R W 1 7 A O S A T il
tetramycin (24) 2 M #E%# S. ahygroscopicus j=
A — K BA T EEEMNZE KA NIEE A
., Cui FERIi KL tmRI 5 ttmRIN J5
tetramycin i 77 & 43 B 28 BF AR BRI PR 1Y) 75.7% 1
51.6% . A& HEM 7 A X — S b B Y 5L R A BB
XA P L R g gk i T RE Y, oot
RN EREAEWK/R NG ZR (Milbemycin,
25) fE A MR Z . TE UK EE R T
Streptomyces bingchenggensis BC04 H1, 25 A9 =&
297y 2.95 g/L, LTk milR K H R T 2
4.07 g/lL, FEART 25 Byt mA Y, 76 Tk Bk
S. tsukubaensis L19 Ayl ik fkbN I tcs7 ¥
tacrolimus (26) H/= &2 272.1 mg/L, 2K
IR B RRAY 1.9 £51%), it id ik sInR 5 staR,
435K salinomycin (27) B staurosporine (28) K
7R B T B AR bR A 1.25 £ A0 5.2 f500T g
WK 5B B o0 )i 25 gdmRI B8 gdmRIL, R
geldanamycin (4) 977 83T+ T 33%°°%,

Moxidectin J&—F BRI AT, TZHT
BT A L YR B AT AR 1SN . Moxidectin
FYRTA nemadectin (29) J& Mk IKEERE I Streptomyces
cyaneogriseus & [V 43 25 Y 16 JTLIR R IR NS
Li Z5H] ] hrdB J& 3 i 3Rk nemR 4% 3L
¥ 29 177 & M 331 mg/L #2 T} % 595 mg/L, B
FETRRARTE T 79.9 %1, K185 % (Ascomycin,
30) J&—Fh B A E R IENE R R 23 ST
BREAb5 Y. Zhang SEFERERE A S. tsukubaensis
Hhad ek fkoN, f 30 B9~ LT £ 1.80 g/L,
BRI RIETE 4 U B R E R ENE R
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Fig. 2 Structures of natural products regulated by TetR and SARP family regulators.
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Fig. 3 Structures of natural products regulated by LuxR and other family regulators.
(Toyocamycin,31) X 2 Flvie 49y )it 50 1A A 8o Y
U IS Tk o 7E UE K i 7 €0 5% A B Streptomyces
diastatochromogenes 7, Xu 25 ) FAS [] 58 J2 4 3

B SPL57. SPL21 8f PermE*4)5ilid ik
W 31 = oy PR T B R AR TR ARG 3 Ay

1.8 f,
BEFE A Steptomyces sp. FR-008
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toyA,
. 2 fER

SEZPNINY|

BEA&ERE &R (Candicidin, 32) AYA¥4 BUEH
BENEE 4 MR R, H fscR1 4ifid
LuxR 28Iy $ [ ¥, 1 fscR2, fscR3 F fscR4 14
2’%6% LAL RGP F o X 4 D E B RIE i —

W%, BATEARSF WL, o0 A e G
&Fﬁ? ﬁ?ﬂ%i%'zfr LAth 224> 220 R BR IN TR 19 A=
W4 R R P . Zhu 25 % X 26 45 5 R 7 32



fEBl FRERRMEEEFNSNEERREXAF-MN-SRA 2137

A A G R R R A I R EEE R, IR
BT —MKE AR PR E N 45 (] 4): FscR2 Hl FscR3
AL F I M 45 0 _EF, FscR3 IEJETY FscR2, ifi
FscR2 f i 15 FscR3, JE AL f S st #1576 R4 I
Y81 FIiE, FscR1 Al FscR4 AJ LLAH & E [a] 1815 ;
)5, FscR1 L 1 FscR2 1 FscR3 IE [ 877 , FscR4
M FscR2 IE [ ¥, i FscR3 [ i . K&
BRTA 28 A 6 B3 DR mh 1 s A 0 4 T 28 o
5% FLA 22 45 K IR PN TR 9 25 00 5 B i 78 97 A5 8 ft L
i e g s 2

PAS-LuxR J#% K F & B ORSY, HRTE A 2
RIS NEEAEY A R RS — %G
PAS-LuxR &4 N7 LN U0 ok a4 o
) SR R AN B JR B4 B 18 Streptomyces natalensis
P 5252 (Pimaricin, 33) & [H54 B A9 IF R
HH pimMEB Santos-Aberturas 45 7F 4% 55 B 44 %
IR P EI AGEYS PAS-LuxR RAIJH N T
FIAMNEEEY, f245 amphRIV, nysRIV B pteF #|
S. natalensis ApimM B Rk, 33 7= =45 LIK A .
XUt IAME PAS-LuxR T A F5 PimM 1 6E
K, NIRRT ZIE KA NEER S22t T —

NV,
+H+

Candicidin BGC

4 FEERRBEELEWE WS FscR1-FscR4 MM iFE
BB 2R A08 T M g s 5L U2

Fig. 4 The regulatory network of FscR1-FscR4 in
candicidin biosynthesis. +: positive regulatory effect; —:
negative regulatory effect.
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iy sEmg U pUgEZ (Tetramycin, 24) & 26 ¢
WP R, mU&ER AR B W4,
XF 2 R D A B R A R P . Cuil Sad i
TEEERZ A S. ahygroscopicus H1id ik ttmRIV, ¥
WEER A B R A RS T T 3.3 f%, 153
27 1.33 g/L®, 7 4h, 43 5ilid ik cfaR & aurd3m
JAEEEN, $2FF T coronafacoyl-L-isoleucine (34)
Fl aureofuscin (35) (/=& , 1 34 ;=& 1 cfaR i
FIRHE R R R 10 £,

24 HMERZREFEFHREAEETF

BT8R ULEY TetR, SARP Al LuxR 571
FEIRFAN, HABZEA AR F, U LysR. GntR
M MarR 45, W7EEERE WP Y A&
MR E EEAER, AR RS BCE IR AR
FERI A A 0 C-1027 ks bk o R R
PEAISLER VAL, HA RSP im e, ER
O 4 i AT I R BF 5% o 7F BR 5% 5 19
Streptomyces globisporus H', C-1027 f);~= &= 4%
((5.5+1.3) mg/L)®4 . C-1027 4= W& WKL R S A
4 ANEEER, 5145 )E T AraCIXyIS FKIEH
SgcR2. 2§ StrR RUEHA K SgcR1. 2& TyIR AU
2R ¥ SgcR3 LA L ## i JH 4% [+ SgcR. Chen
A55H f 1 Fik sgeR1. sgcR2 il sgeR3, LA K il
sgCR ABFE T T C-1027 (177 & . Hor , 1 %3k sgeR1
¥ C-1027 By LTt 2 B AR RIARAY 2-3 £%, TN AE
FEBR sgcR LA it %3k sgeR1 ¥ C-1027 j= i
HRTFZE 37.5mglL, WUFE BRI 7 5158, pik
&R (Bleomycin) &) FHERIS A 1S bR b
AR, WHTIRIT BB 8 s
i it B A Ak 7%, R Blenoxane 1K%%K
Ay(36) F1 By(37) Lh2: 1B BHIIREY,
ANy 5 B e S0 IR R, RT Rkl B
KA — S hme A i 0, i Tk &
SRR A, A PR B B D R BT AR 2019 4R,
Chen 4§38 i W Fr %& &% 4 7% W Streptomyces
verticillus H1 45 ArsR/SmtB 58 it I 4 PRl 1) 3 [A]
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bImR, ffif53 36 I 37 By~ AR T —EBREM
PeTt. Hrp, 37 M A A TR ARIE T T 34%,
ik %] 56.66 mg/L (F )BT, 7F Bk 4 E
Streptomyces clavuligerus OR H7, [A] B i1 %% ik ccaR
gt LysR ZE AU 11 A claR 4 5a 44k
W2 (38) M iRt T 43%, k%7 5.66 g/L,

4395k 2¢35 tIsB . acyB2. ctcS. aniF. hcdR2
VI hmtA JE#ERH, f#75 telomestatin (39) .
carbomycins (40) . chlortetracycline (15) .
anisomycin (41). herbicidin F (42) Fl himastatin
(43) BT EAERT. H, 42 B RAR TR 5
REARRAY 20 £, T 43 PR T 5125 19.02 mg/L,
NIE AR 9.9 45998 Jlamycins (44) J& T

—REEMPH IR, FLA B BTSSR
WIS T, SR E PSR 20 W) . He SEAE s Mgk
T PR ilaA, B 44 Y77 TR BT AR T Rk Y RE A
FARTFT 3 4%, 20k 11.76 mg/LPY,

TEANETH, ArsR 2 RIJE P K 710 3 N A2 4
SRR, HREEFEETILEFRAE LT
ArsR U E R FRHIE . Ding 486 desotamides
(45) AW Ak R AR A R T 0 2 1A P S DR
Feik R F 3k i ArsR T 1Y dsaA
J&i .45 I R SR T T 2.4 7%, 1568 dsaA
& 45 AW UL R A TP R AR R S I TR R S
P98 7R 424 25 B Streptomyces spiramyceticus
Hid ik spiramycin (46) A=W U N FE

#2 HBEEHERAFNEYEREXNEMEZHESERAEREF
Table 2 Other pathway-specific regulators involved in Streptomyces natural product production

Yield

Regulator Strains Antibiotics Mode? Position® (Fold/(mg/L)) References
Tes7 S. tsukubaensis Tacrolimus (26) + N 1.4/204.1 [65]
BImR S. verticillus Bleomycin A2 (36) - M - [87]
Bleomycin B2 (37) ~1.3/~56.7
ClaR S. clavuligerus Clavulanic acid (38) + N ~1.1/~4 360 [88]
TIsB S. anulatus Telomestatin (39) + C - [89]
AcyB2 S. thermotolerans ~ Carbomycins (40) + N - [90]
CtcS S. aureofaciens Chlortetracycline (15) + M 1.2/- [91]
AniF S. hygrospinosus Anisomycin (41) + C 1.2/- [35]
HcdR2 S. mobaraensis Herbicidin F (42) + C 20/- [92]
HmtA S. hygroscopicus Himastatin (43) - N 9.9/~19 [93]
llaA S. atratus llamycins (44) - N 3/~11.8 [94]
DsaA S. coelicolor Desotamides (45) + M 2.4/~30.6 [95]
Bsm42 S. spiramyceticus ~ Spiramycin (46) + N - [96]
Slinc377 S. lincolnensis Lincomycin (47) - M ~2.4/~300 [97]
Slinc191 + M ~1.1/~187
Slinc348 + N ~7/~700
CanR1 S. albus Candicidin (32) + N 3.5/- [98]
LnmO S. atroolivaceus Leinamycin (48) + C ~3/1.6 [99]
Leinamycin E1 (49) ~4/84.00
LmbU S. lincolnensis Lincomycin (47) + M 5/- [100]
*The following modes of regulation are indicated: +, activator; —, repressor. ® Position of DNA-binding domain in the

regulatory proteins are indicated: C, C-terminal; N, N-terminal; M, central.
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bsm42 JHHEHER , $2TF T 46 B R0 EAk T BE
% W Streptomyces lincolnensis H i 3 15 4 15
ArsR/SmtB ZZ 45 K1) slinc191 Al fih XRE X
TR R -1 slinc348, ¥BEMKTEEE % (Lincomycin,
47) 74y BRI % 24 187 mg/L Fi1 799 mg/LET,

AT e 2 TR I A R S M R R T SN
1A B 55 8 O IR AR = e w4 T,
B F &I AR T i, CanR1 M H
7] LLiE4E candicidin (32) MUAEIG L, ETERE
B PRI — D SRR E ) XRE 28
RIJE# R F. Tian %8 & Bl CanR1 83 45 Sk 45 &
fscR1 fJn shFIX, AILLIE ¥ fscR1 ARk .
1 #35 canR1 AT LU 32 1y = R T 2 IR LA AR Y
3.5 f78 ) TEANEEE (leinamycin, 48) T 1989 4F
B IR EEFZ T S. atroolivaceus S-140 & B, HA
MAER 1,3-—4-12-Za b g . mNER EL
(Leinamycin E1, 49) J2& InmE 4 A8 # bk &
LY 48 AW ICATIAR . 654 48 F1 49 3 HA
A S BT R i e OO A ok R N S 2O
H#E ) LnmO J& T Crp/Fnr Z5E 4K+, 1B
InmO Ay Hge HIE5m T 48 pyr s, HEAIF L
HEBIEA&{k. 7E S. atroolivaceus B A= [& bk Al
InmE 5k 5848 1 Hh 43 il ek InmO, 1] LK 48
149 P43 IR 53T 3 A 4 450 H I, LnmO
FEE LI Crp/Fnr 8RR AR SRR PE IR T
Hou ZE R BUEMTT B ZE (47) WY& ML Nk
H, 2RIk ImbU 4 47 By w8 T 5 £ LmbU
(1 C Uil & — AR A Z5 8, T N g B 7% —
B (Auto-inhibitory domain, AID), #iil
LmbU #J DNA 5476 E. ik, LmbU J& F—#h

BHTEN T, 3 DNA 25 638Gl ik HTH 5 DNA
AL,

3 REERE

FilE R B LE I AR PR NI T S N 25 )
Fe A G YR E SRR . B8 RORIER 20" W)
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G, EARRRERE b2 3 ok A R S v i s R 7
B o PRI, X i e 45 DR 1 D RE AT 55 M 4 v
R TR IR R ARy i - e B4 1 LAl (18] 5). 98
NoEAGT, M 2015 4E5] 2020 47 10 H, #FFEA
Bl Z R B 61 A Z R ISR i g R
57 3RAE, Horp TetR 2RAUWA 13 4>, 4UdE 74>
IE PR A 6 AN TR T 5 LuxR 2B 45
Kl -F PAS-LUxR (12 14~) A1 LAL (4 1) #B8)8F1E
JE¥E T, i SARP (13 /N) AU i 45 R -t 4
RZHE T IEPENR T (B 5A). 8 H i g %) iE
PR R R RIR, sGEBR ORI, BORIE
FESE R T XN KRRy e, A R
TEEETE 1-5 f%, 6 5 A~ Tolkmitk. 12509 6 4F
B, WAEARAT 20 TR IR R R S e T 4
FHGE . A BT i, R
E A AF TR A G BTk 5 T B2 (78%), 1B
T X B B B A A e S Mk R s R - A A 4 L [
Brstm 1y .

T L 4 SR MR RN AR AR M R AR D A SR [ AR
FH 8l 8 R TR R AR 7 1 () A= 0 6 ™ A 2 B 9
IR 5 IR 40 A W A B DR 7 N P R 4 B TR
AR B RN IEF 55, [FEX ALY &
B R A R L AFAE — e 152, XTE R TR
Ze iy V8 2 W 4 00 5 4o, geldanamycin  FiI
elaiophylin (4EY)A Bt gdmRIT SCHREE A,
gdmRII A{LFE geldanamycin 194 914 i ik i
mEEEAER], 1 H AT LA R elaiophylin (A4
AR AE tetramycin 1 nystatin AL 4= 44 i #
Hr, tetramycin % N IR tmRIV [F] B R %
XA A B o 33X S IR 47 5 DR ) 4
TR K 1R K SR 77 0 2B 0 B A R A R 4 L )
B, B AT BT SR R SR 7 ) A B DA AR AR
Fr g fE AR, Bildn, candicidin A4 L P A%
B 4 5L fscR1-fscR4 [A] g i AR 45 S E
] AP LR, SR T AR IR K- A E IR R 2 57
fscR1 A28 iA /K F [t fscR4 w5 i 100 15 24645, 16
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Fig. 5 Analyses of pathway-specific regulators discovered from Streptomyces in 2015-2020. (A) Number of regulators
belonging to different families. (B) Number of regulators triggering different fold changes of natural products. (C)
Number of regulators discovered in different years. (D) Contribution to the discovery of regulators by major regions/

countries.

fscR1 7EfE i candicidin AE#)& R Y 32 b A
WAL, X 4 ARSIz o0 A0 fE R A T 2 S
RIRTF=I DA L R, XX e AR =)
R LR ) 28 B A 92 4 A B T TR R HoAth 24
KR W 52 2 R FE R

X AR L R IR AT, A BB A7 g 5 A A7)
FEAIE I TE B T R T, ARG R S A
sgcR il sgel IR T T C-1027 j=#7r, FEULIE T
T, EFHIES KRR C-1027 & 77 @Ak Tt BE R
AL B0 3 s Sz B 7 A TR0 e R [ R o
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