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A H AR E F AT E Bacillus subtilis 168/pMAB-A344E, £ #t4T UTR ik, RIFEMHE 4 B. subtilis
168/pMA5 UTR-A344E, HBEEERRWEHRE T 7.24%, 41 H B. subtilis 168/pMAS5 UTR-A344E #t 4T 5 L #E 4%
R, RAFEH 489.0UIML, ZBER S BB L- RABLIRBE ) T b fb i Bl BA & 2 ME.,

CL-RABLIEBE, R ERE, WEEE, UTR K

Molecular modification and highly efficient expression of
L-asparaginase from Rhizomucor miehei

Manchi Zhu, Xian Zhang, Zhi Wang, Wenxuan Lin, Meijuan Xu, Taowei Yang,
Minglong Shao, and Zhiming Rao

Key Laboratory of Industrial Biotechnology of Ministry of Education, School of Biotechnology, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122,
Jiangsu, China

Abstract: L-asparaginase hydrolyzes L-asparagine to produce L-aspartic acid and ammonia. It is widely distributed in
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microorganisms, plants and serum of some rodents, and has important applications in the pharmaceutical and food industries.
However, the poor thermal stability, low catalytic efficiency and low yield hampered the further application of L-asparaginase.
In this paper, rational design and 5’ untranslated region (5’ UTR) design strategies were used to increase the specific enzyme
activity and protein expression of L-asparaginase derived from Rhizomucor miehei (RmAsnase). The results showed that
among the six mutants constructed through homology modeling combined with sequence alignment, the specific enzyme
activity of the mutant A344E was 1.5 times higher than the wild type. Subsequently, a food-safe strain Bacillus subtilis
168/pMA5-A344E was constructed, and the UTR strategy was used for the construction of recombinant strain B. subtilis
168/pMA5 UTR-A344E. The enzyme activity of B. subtilis 168/pMA5 UTR-A344E was 7.2 times higher than that of
B. subtilis 168/pMA5-A344E. The recombinant strain B. subtilis 168/pMA5 UTR-A344E was scaled up in 5 L fermenter, and

the final yield of L-asparaginase was 489.1 U/mL, showing great potential for industrial application.
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REWEEN W Z MY - RA TR
FRAER IR, TR W S VA1) - TR A Tk i ity LA il 7
PERRPL S o B TR A 7 | G 0% A0 4 3 A5 7
i Ry AR 2 W58 B BE IR A . TEEE 21Tl
o, L-R ATk Il AT FH TR T P b L A L o
I L B AT A b LR b 2R T M A 2 R
O AN R PR LT A T I AR 4 LRk 10
BLE AT L3 L- R ARG T AN LR ACTERE R 1T,
B, R 1B E A P s ke 1
T ol b, L= 0K A Tt g T T LA DR/ it KR BROE S
£ bt R B TN TR 1 A 0010 R
PPN R T e % S B A AR it 2 il TS LR
AT P T AR O P Y LR A M. EL R,
W AL oK il & Aspergillus oryzae Fil 22 il 25
Aspergillus niger >EIRAY L- KA WEREEG L 12 Hb
T, kT, EAER Y LR AT
TRl ) ke o 0 R A7 B AT R DG T . TCIR R TR IR
ATl 2B AT, i T AR A PR B 0 &
P, T B AR R0 pH AL R VI R PR R R
JE W AL SR AN ) o

H FiiA 2808 [ B AR 7 2 ml DL il K 94 i
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B Escherichia coli FuFfTTalERL, 454 R
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HE— 20 0 W A g DL R 58 72 It 1 I 2 P o 2R AT A0
8o TEMCEEAN b, Rrmens £ i R IR R 3 A
B A MR AL B ZE A TR Bacillus subtilis
[FIEFEF T UTR elcid, 15 20 E 52 5 %) 3 2 i ik
B. subtilis 168/pMAS UTR-A344E, X )5 4L T.
b Ak BE S TS B A

1 MB5FE

1.1 ##d
1.1.1 HABRSERRA

KI#FFE E. coli BL21(DE3). E. coli IM109 .,
i ZEAFF A B. subtilis 168 DL & itk pET28a.
PMAS P AL ER A, TLEM T
R. miehei U1 L- KA MBENZ M RmAsnase Jifih ik
{5 2H 5k pET28a-RmAsnase H1 4= T4 ¥ T.7%
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1.1.2  FEFHRF
BRI PEN YOG BamH T #1 Mlu [ . Ex Taq
DNA 4. T4 DNA %31 Dpn 1 0l H
TaKaRa 24 Al o B TSR £ L /)N 2 SOk 4 B 5
BEWE BEERAEY TRARAE,; 2% 5%
2 ORIRER RN E-B-D-HAC I (IPTG) 1
AATAY TR (L) ROARAA; Hil,
MRk . SR LR AT AR A 7 oAl
113 BEHRE

LB H# % (g/L): BERH4EEY 5, BENA
W 10, AALEN 10 (18R 35 5L 1.5% 0 3
HE#3) o

REEREFRIL (g/L): Hih 47; etk 35;
A 1.5, % 04N 55 BRI 15; BEIR — & 2.04;
WEMR A — 2.61; LKSBMREE 1.85; L-K&
MMz 1,

wBREEFRSE (g/L): BEERRHS 75; Hl 500,
1.2 Ak
1.21 519iit

FRIE SCHR AR IE 19 UTR FE41, 16458 4038 B RO
i, WA R RS9, AL 1.

*1 XHETH5I

Table 1 Primers used in this study

HARKER R
PG B E 20 STk pET28a-RmAsnase Sy 5
B, 385 A A PCR 513 ges i 18 W 5 B 4
1 PCR 7 #)%% A\ E. coli BL21(DE3) &7 254 fd
L, AT RIBE RPN LB WAEAR Eikf T
BigR, PREEVE RS IEH L AL T IR TR IR T 4R
HUTURLIR 28 R 5% AR MR TC 8 A B2 w7
A0, DY IER A AR N T3R5 . DL AR
#i pET28a-A344E HHitk , pMA5S-RMA-F Fi
PMA5-RMA-R A 5]4), PCR ¥4, 3/ BamH |
M Mlu 1 EEY) R, pMAS, BV P24 5 PCR
Py ey R R A T, R i
A E. coli IM109 J&Z &AMk i TRAT HHER
Uk LB EARE-H B i g%, SREE RS
E# AL T JEFT PCR %5 , B0 IE IE A A0 EF T 855
FRIFHREUTURLE R FR A VB TC8 A BR 2wl kAT
DY 58T o BRI P L6 179 TR Ak 1A 7855 35 9 il 4
JRL pMAS-AB44E , Kt 5k pMAS-A344E 4L 5]
B. subtilis 168 &z AL, WRAifE RIREERIL
PE) LB AT bl s . BREE B I
HFALF 1T PCR %0E , Bk IE 6 A 1715 57 3%

1.2.2

Primer name Sequence (5-3")
R135GF AACGTATTGGCTACTCTATCTTAGAATACGATCCACTACTAGATAGCTGC
R135GR GATAGAGTAGCCAATACGTTTGCCGTACAAAGAAACAGGTG
Al71GF TACTTCGACGGTTTCATCGTTCTTCACGGTACTGACACAATGGCATACAC
A171GR CGATGAAACCGTCGAAGTACTCATAGTTAGCTTCGATGTCACGAGCGTT
1173VF GACGCTTTCGTTGTTCTTCACGGTACTGACACAATGGCATAC
1173VR TGAAGAACAACGAAAGCGTCGAAGTACTCATAGTTAGCTTCGATGTC
V206LF GATCTCAATTACCTTTAACTGAAGTACGCAACGACGCTG
V206LR AGTTAAAGGTAATTGAGATCCAGTGATGATTACCGTTTTACCTAGTT
V281PF GGCCTTTACCATTACGCCCAACACATATCGCTAAATTTCGTTCTCAC
V281PR TGGGCGTAATGGTAAAGGCCATTTAACGTCGATATCAATACCTAAGTTAACT
A344EF CTTTTAGCTGAATTAAAAGAAGCTTGTGATCGTGGAGTTGTA
A344ER TCTTTTAATTCAGCTAAAAGACCTTGACGAGCAGGTGC
pMA5-RMA-F TGCAAAAAGTGAAATCAGGGGGATCCATGGATTCTCGTACTACAGCTCACGTACC
pMA5-RMA-R GTGAATTTCGACCTCTAGAACGCGTTTATTCTTTACCAAGAAGTTGAGCGATTTC

pMAS5 UTR-RMA-F
ACAGCTCACGTA
pMA5 UTR-RMA-R

AGAGCGAAAATGCCTCACATTTGTGTATATTAGAAAGGAGGAATATATAATGGATTCTCGTACT

CGAGGTGAATTTCGACCTCTAGAACGCGTTTATTCTTTACCAAGAAGTTGAGCGATTTCTT

The underlined sequences are the mutated sites.
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RIFEAYIFE T A BR 2 /) 470 P 44, 4
FEIEMf, EIEE ZH % #k B. subtilis 168/pMAS5-A344E
PR . LAAHIE 0 7 A B AL A B B. subtilis
168/pMA5 UTR-A344E
1.2.3 L-RABHRRESAEKIGHTE R XLk

W EAEERMT 10 mL & RIBEZPirED
LB WA 723k, 37 “C. 200 r/min 200 F 555
12 h )5, 4% 1%t 2 50 mL & AH R Ptk
1) LB AR F= L, 37 "C. 200 r/min 54T,
Ki 7% % ODggo ik 0.8-1.0 B, A IPTG & F 25 C
PR R FE 12h Z )5, #E 4 "C. 10 000 r/min
2.0 10 min WAEZNME, A1 PBS (pH 7.4, ¥WEEN
0.05 mol/L) ZZ il PEITETE , IETEVKKIB I 2%
T P 75 R S R A L, R A IR A
T 25 min, 2 BRANAR M R 2% A RS 10 B
WHTIREMER L., & A r R
Ni-NTA FEEFUZ BT, B AR 2wl S A 9 £
A ERAE L BRI T
124 L-RABEBEMNEFMRTE D RRE

BEHREEMT 10 mL S ALKWKE N
50 ug/mL RKARERPIPER LB WiRR:F3EF,
37 °C. 200 r/min 8 F 557 12 h 5, #% 1% Fp
WHAEF] 50 mL ) LB AR FRIE (FrARIEN
50 pg/mL [ RARE ), 37 CHEgE 24 h, Hi3%
S, BOWUETRMA, S RS IR R RD
SR, T D A o
1.2.5  L-RABLREEEE M2

L~ K 2% T e Tt T % 000 3 2 v 0 S 1

MRS ERITE . 2% Nessler ﬁth/zE“g]U']'J
EMHE . MHERVAZR 1 mL: 800 pL &4k )E
0.025 mol/L JiE¥) L-Asn 1) Tris-HCI Z2 i, pH
VE BB R3S pH, 100 pb 7 BB, B TR R
T T EE A K A R SN 10 min, AITA 100 pL i
B R N 15% 0 — S LRV 2 1k S o
f£ 10 000 r/min ¥, &0 10 min, B AR
MR RS AT 200 pl 23 Hrisn | 200 pL B0 -
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HW . 4.8 mL Y ddH,0, =i EHE SN 10 min,
M Assoo 25 FIXT RO e INA = SR 1L N,
Eiiﬁﬁ}:éiﬂ’wk%%@ Mg 16 B . A — IR

AT, L AEENE B AR AP 1 pmol 77
% (/ﬁ/:h) s S
1.2.6 EMBEERERREREHE

BOEMRE : 78 pH 7.0 IIAHT, Bk R
98T 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60 C&AfF
TN 10 min, 0 5E B

AR E M KallfeE T 30, 45 CKIF
AR 35 h, EUEBORE, I S, DR
0 h fif & >4 100%.
1.2.7 EEMEGE pH & pH el

fid pH: K235 & T 5 0.025 mol/L
LR PE L- KA IANTE] pH ZZ vfif #(0.05 mol/L
Ptk PR £h 2% M, pH 4.0-6.0; 0.05 mol/L Tris-HCI
ZE 0, pH 7.0-8.0; 0.05 mol/L 44/ -NaOH 2
ik, pH 9.0-10.0), F 45 C 44 F i 10 min,
I 7 T o

pH F&E M. W4l & T pH 5.0-10.0 &
Wb, 76 4 "CFE 15h, |4 AE 45 C. pH 7.0
B 251 T I e SR AN TS , LA O h i 4 100%.
1.2.8 5L fEREIESR

R S BESRA DL 10010 3 i 4 Fh 155
FRHIEN 5L RIERED, SR 20 L, HigrRildE

37 C, #<i& 4.0 vwm, A 600 r/min, pH 7.0
() 50%Z /K AR I SR IESE L pH /9 B 3
=)o

2 HER5AW

21 REIRESE L-KEERREEERE RmAsnase
B e b 5 Rk

M NCBI %t4f & A5 % R. miehei i L-R&
WERE B A LR 41, KR 2 043 bp, A MEAH
iUk pET28a-RmAsnase, #J iz Fikiit{t PCR §”
HE, Ik R ME 1A R, RS ES
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Hbr—8. ¥ EHFk pET28a-RmAsnase %5 A
E. coli BL21(DE3) &z A2, 47 5 4 s ik
E. coli BL21/pET28a-RmAsnase, ## M85k 1.2.3 %f
AR 75 TR0k K4k, SDS-PAGE 4374
LK 1B, itk E. coli BL21/pET28a-RmAsnase
TE4r -1 75 kDa Kb A B () & 1 3Rk 45T, 4lifk
B 457 H.—, RmAsnase 7£ E. coli BL21(DE3)
s, R S 509.1 U/mg.

2.2 RLEMSENEE

SR RmAsnase B LS , 4l RmAsnase
MRAEEIRT S, FIHITELNR 55 % SWISS-MODEL
(nttp://swissmodel.expasy.org/) , LI PDB % J
ARSLPOVE AL it , R JEAEAL RmAsnase (4
=4esEMy, [RIPEF RmAsnase (92 LR ¥ 51 5
iy 3 A [7) A U5 8 Il T A R ) L- R A I R A 7
XT3 AT, GenBank & 55 4l K J 7 : Thermococcus
gammatolerans EJ3 (WP_015859055.1); Thermococcus
kodakarensis (WP_011250607.1); Escherichia coli
(WP_047644811.1),, i 12 J¥ 51 Fb X%t ik 7R RmAsnase
FITEPER i 2 LR . T44, Y55, S147. T178.
D179, K250, #iSCHkHeiE , M ggis gy i
LAY A, RERK L A S /1121 . 3l 1 RmAsnase
) = HEZE R S BT 45 5 T A0 LU XT B 45 21, o R AR

B 1 RmAsnase MERERE (A). RERGEHLDH (B)

Jir D) Sy i MR i, FE LB I TR OR AT XA Y
AR
23 RTLTKEMHE. RERGEK

MRPEZRAS N, $E08 1.2.2 Frk rskia T
R135G. A171G. 1173V, V206L . V281P FI A344E
I 6 NRAKR . KRR MRIATIR S R IE KAtk
J&, #E1T SDS-PAGE 73#r, 4R IR 45 K
/NESLE 75 kDa A Ay, SEESEMA (B 2). Xtk
BN ARG TGN E (18] 3), BEE W AE A5 F
HUL L-RATRIE Y A pH 7.0.45 CHMAFT,
o 0 2 72 T RN B A A TS o A5 IRERI, AR
A344E 1 LUBETE 5 B AR RUAR L B R v, LR
Tk 786.8 Uimg, BFA- BRI LGS Y 1.5 f5. R,
250 X ABAAE AT Bl T AT S = RS
B3 o

24 HEMERTEHAEFMERILE
241 WEXNFAMSRAE A34E BE R
FE TR e

U 14 il K 5 728 Tl R A (R EE T O TS 25 2R I
Kl 4A, WESHRE, B AE BRI R 45 C,
M2 AEfilf A344E M iE R kKA T W N
40 C, JRPEN 40-50 CH}, 275 A344E 15RE

Fig. 1 The cloning (A), expression and purification (B) of RmAsnase gene. (A) M: 10 000 marker; 1-2: gene
RmAsnase. (B) M: protein marker; 1: E. coli BL21/pET28a crude enzyme; 2: E. coli BL21/pET28a-RmAsnase crude

enzyme; 3: purified RmAsnase.
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SDS-PAGE

Fig. 2 SDS-PAGE analysis of wild type and mutant
enzymes. M: protein marker; 1: wild type enzyme; 2:
mutant enzyme R135G; 3: mutant enzyme Al71G; 4:
mutant enzyme 1173V; 5: mutant enzyme V206L; 6:
mutant enzyme V281P; 7: mutant enzyme A344E.

160 -
140
120
100
80
60
40
20

Relative activity (%)

0
N
N s 350 y18G (N (g0 (p2®

& 3 FF4E RmAsnase FIZRZTE! RmAsnase B tLEEE
¥ttt

Fig. 3 Comparison of specific enzyme activity between
wild type and mutant enzymes.

PRFFAS NG, R T 80%LL LA ME . KA
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F 20 h 5P A: BB A0 PR 58% (141 4B), fii
R 7R AT P T TR 11 33% (18] 4B) . 1% 6 ] A344
RSN L= TR A% Tk g Tl 1) PR A P AT — B 5
2.4.2 pH XTEAER SRR A3M4E BHE RRE
E:0p- A0

H & 4C AT, 275G AS44E 5T AL AU
il pH 48 7.0, 4 pH 1E 4.0-5.0 Z Al , 5
JLF K 0, 7E pH 6.0-9.0 Z[A]if, 7% A344E
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RS T 15 -5 B A T U AR R B, T3 PR 4 80%
DAL RO o A8 pH RE MRS s, &l 4D A]
DAAH Y, B A TR il R 2 7 T U 2 BRI AL ) R
{HIEAL I ABAAE T A= I B Ay S T 01 1t 8

25 ZHEEMRLISR

I 1E 28 IRk 5 2% SWISS-MODEL (http://
swissmodel.expasy.org/), L\ PDB %4 4R8LEPY,
IRZER AR, R4 RmAsnase DLz A344E
W) = AES5 R, AR ST A AR (S
PR 5k i 3 [A) 45 16 728 Ak R 0 B 92 72 il ABAAE Tl 175 4
EHJEA . [ 5A R A344 T o-IRHEAL, RAE
5 E344 FRIE AL o-880E, RIS RAIFEA
SIEREASWE RN, ik —PR5T A344E
PO 4 i A LR, A% GROMACS 5.0.2
R, X EE A3 F B s AT L, R O AR
ik 7%{H (Root-mean-square fluctuation, RMSF),
RMSF 1 i IR BE AR 4 R AL 25 11 B A i 7 1Y 5
W W& 6 Fron, 75N A3B44E 1Y # A RMSF {H
o T HP A, 10 S8 AR J5 A ke 1 g A 1 R AL
TRARAG AN I T B P RS R R . 344 %
LR AL T WS VRO BT (B 5), IR 6 "I,
¥ 344 (L HE TR N TS A R 5 A8 LA A R 5
344 (T BRI PERS N, AR TR A
PE RIS YA A X A i R TG, TR 3L
L it 1% 38

2.6 RmAsnase E#HMEFHMHE P SHRIE

Rl B 2R T 1R 2 —AME S B bk, B
S B RL AR A P2 R AR AT 3, ELAE & W F
NG = A BRI, G BN R B R T,
L, FRATEBRAL 2R AT RAE I 1E 32, R
P LR AWM . Xiao 5Pt T —A4> 5" UTR
FEH, AR Tl Rk A ZE AT DW2 Y8R
FB ™ 8, XN P A R4 30 nt, FHEAESTIFRY
el {2 AE 22 BT B — A & Je 450 . i OC i RES IR
94 G R A R TR SR AR A R IA R XD
5" UTR A LA 1 SD J¥ 81 Fil ik i 235 65 -1 v] Ko
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Fig. 4 Optimal temperature (A), thermal stability (B), optimal pH (C) and pH stability (D) of wild type and mutant
enzymes.

E5 SKEMZKERTHE
Fig. 5 Comparison of protein 3-D structure between the wild type (A) and mutant enzyme (B). The green ball is the
active site amino acid.

RmAsnase = 4k 45+ B %t L

AT i B  4R PR . FIR 1.2.2 iy 5k, DA
B. subtilis 168 415 £, LLJEHL pET28a-A344E Ky
B S IE N By, MY e 4 A #k B. subtilis168/
PMAB-A344E . R 4ff SCHR it 3 ) UTR J7 41
(GTATATTAGAAAGGAGGAATATATA) , % i1y
& UTR FF00514 pMA5 UTR-RMA-F. pMA5
UTR-RMA-R (¥ 1), Ll B. subtilis 168 15 ¥, LI
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JRL pMAS-A344E Rt I Bl B, A A
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F| 12.2 U/mL, MR A0 I b3 o B H TS
1 0.5 U/mg #& =% 3.1 U/mg.

2.7 ELHE B. subtilis 168/pMA5 UTR-A344E
B 5 L tEA %

I e T e AT T AT LA S b XoF 5 4
pH . T BRIELIR SN AT S22, AT A )
T - RABEMEE A WPk 1.2.8, X
B. subtilis 168/pMA5 UTR-A344E 7£ 5 L & ¥
F) A T i 5 1R LA TR . NIl 8 FTLLE
22-26 h B4 [F B. subtilis 168/pMA5 UTR-A344E
A FRGEM, 30 h R EAREHAFTT M. NS4

8-
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-
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Fig. 6 RMSF values between wild type and mutant
enzymes.

7 EAHEFATREMEENER

Fig. 7 Enzyme activity of recombinant Bacillus subtilis.

1: blank control; 2: B. subtilis 168/pMA5-A344E crude
enzyme. 3: B. subtilis 168/pMA5 UTR-A344E crude
enzyme.
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Fig. 8  The fermentation profile of B. subtilis
168/pMA5 UTR-A344E in 5 L fermenter.
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R2 AFRERE L-REHEREEFZEREMEDREFRL LR
Table 2 Comparison of enzymatic properties and microbial fermentation of L-asparaginase from different

sources
e Optimal Optimal Spe_ci_fic Expression E"ZV"Te
Classification Source oH temperature activity host production References
(°C) (U/mg) (U/mL)
Thermophilic Pyrococcus 8.0 95 1483.00 B. subtilis 6 324.00 [23]
L-asparaginase yayanosii
Thermococcus 8.5 85 5381.00 nr nr [23]
gammatolerans
Non-thermophilic  B. subtilis 7.5 40 92.00 B. subtilis 407.60 [24]
L-asparaginase Erwinia 8.0-8.5 37 430.00 E. coli 96.78 [25-27]
carotovora
Vibrio 7.3 45 200.00 nr nr [28]
succinogenes
Nocardiopsis 8.0 37 93.28 E. coli 158.10 [29-30]
alba
Saccharomyces 8.8 37 196.20  P. pastoris 86.50 [31]
cerevisiae
Rhizomucor 6.0-9.0 40-50 786.80  B. subtilis 489.10 This study
miehei

nr means not reported.

AIHEAL TS F7 o AR R DR RDRE LR A Tt M i A A
O3 R R LKA T T A AT LR A& T
Wl TR LR A ML M T 1Y LU T TG L A I /K F
it 7 Ay, (H AR R S 2R By, 2 60 °C
DU HEA AT WS, XELU 2 Tl AR . F AT
E R IE AR RE PRI LR WG pH A1
70 PRI A DA o i i, A BF R A A 2
L- KA W B IE pH YLl 6.0-9.0, 7E55IRTE
FAF N WRECR AT 80% L) b REG , HE—LHTE T
L- KA BEEBEAE . BRI R g, HO
FU B -5 R0 W TR AR Y LK A It e 1t A
oAb TR (R 2), O PRI AR b 5 B0
X R ER I B LA TR AR L AT B A fY
e, P20 H A T T AR FRHE .
FURTRDLAB R L0 A MM il 32 2 h AR b 2
BRI R R A B S 2 R B B A2, R
FRER A IEA 7 LR AC IR e AR HLA 5 7= R
TEREAFYB, AM T HAE b L2577l Y
W o RFRG BRI, 2 — R RABATE N A
B LR E A 2T, Er AL E A
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UTR S0 50, £ 5 28 28 (R i 285 11 726 B 28 1 T
PR s EL, L A T R AR T
7.2 1%, %P E2H 1 B. subtilis168/pMAS5 UTR-A344E
AT 5 L RS, 475 489.1 U/mL, A
FERIHEM T L- R AR R Il A 7™ TR 1) EL IS S &
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