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Plant prime editing technique: a new genome editing tool for
plants
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Abstract: The CRISPR/Cas9 based prime editing (PE) technique enables all 12 types of base
substitutions and precise small DNA deletions or insertions without generating DNA double-strand
breaks. Prime editing has been successfully applied in plants and plays important roles in plant precision
breeding. Although plant prime editing (PPE) can substantially expand the scope and capabilities of
precise genome editing in plants, its editing efficiency still needs to be further improved. Here, we
review the development of PPE technique, and introduce structural composition, advantages and
limitations of PPE. Strategies to improve the PPE editing efficiency, including the 7),-directed PBS
length design, the RT template length, the dual-pegRNA strategy, the PlantPegDesigner website, and the
strategies for optimizing the target proteins of PPE, were highlighted. Finally, the prospects of future

development and application of PPE were discussed.

Keywords: plant prime editing; optimization; dual-pegRNA; design of pegRNA
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DNA P8 3EAT e R0E MAB A g AL B HOR
F R TR 0 T R R A TR
(sequence-specific nucleases, SSNs) SZELAT . H
FHHY SSNs 247 #HE %R (zine finger nuclease,
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activator-like effector nuclease, TALEN) %
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repeats/CRISPR associated system, CRISPR/
Cas)!""*), CRISPR/Cas [FIH R . U FIMIRARL

A%, WA ZFN Fl TALEN Bh g ) 1)
JE [N g T BV Emmanuelle Charpentier #1
Jennifer Doudna [RIJT % CRISPR/Cas9 315 2020 4
w DURM A2, MO BRI HEsh B i 20 1Y
N —Z A,

CRISPR/Cas % 4t 1t & [N 41 48 037 i 7™ 2E
DNA W5 WiZE (double-strand breaks, DSBs),
Ff3 2o 20 A AR R U R % #2 - (non-homologous
NHEJ) % [ H & M & &
(homology-directed repair, HDR) & 455 Bl SE A
2 P2, NHE) & R 8 B2 wis, ol
FHUN B BEALAE A B BR  (insertions or
deletions, indels), & iE W% it 58 AL T3 G
Pegzde, S AL ERS (gene knockout)!'**,
HDR & 42 LA AR SN AEA DNA itk
AT S, (BYEMY AT, DSB A=
HDR X DA S B = R0 56 X i, i R T [ 5
A CRAG R AL AR DNA 53 2% R 3E24

W% CRISPR/Cas HIARHIAWIARE, HAT
TR, IR LS R (base editor,
BE) K5I F4iEH AR (prime editing, PE) tE
FALR ST 2227 BE A 375 M 1 W BB 2 4
(cytosine base editor, CBE) il i 1504 FA. i St g
2% (adenine base editor, ABE), & ¥V A Btk
PIEEER Cas BLZIE (Cas nickase, nCas) B2k
EYENEER) Cas 2511 (dead Cas, dCas) 5 T2
AR R I A il 5 A T B2, el JF T DSB
MBS, WIRTF R A DNA, KESZI T
C-to-T (8{ G-to-A) Fl A-to-G (& T-to-C) HIFAE
Eedfh (transitions), {HXT T~ W& BERR L FINERS R AL 2
[B] AU R 46 (transversions) M /N - B BORG i 4 A
sUMBREEMESZ L, 735 BE REA Al e S7E S
FEDRL K77 Az AS R 500 g st A i i 1250

end joining,
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K VERE A 4487 T H PE Zi’B % Broad
WF5E Fr Ay David R. Liu S2E S #F LS (K 1), &2
— P 3L K A1 5 (search-and-replace) fi*) 3
P2 gy, AR o2 Bl nCas9 (H840A)
5 ¥ % (moloney murine leukaemia virus
reverse transcriptase, M-MLV RT) AH @A TE B
MR EE 1, LS| S 4i 15 5 RNA (prime
editing guide RNA, pegRNA). 5 CRISPR/Cas9
Z 51 sgRNA (single guide RNA) #H b,
pegRNA 1) 3% IEfH T —B: RNA J¥41,
51454 4 (prime binding site, PBS) ¥
G FN S A H bR 9 B8 7 51 1 RT B4R (reverse
transcriptase template, RT template)., 7E pegRNA
5% TF, nCas9(H840A) V) E|JE44% DNA i)™
AR Z), B 5 PBS FCXT R HLEE DNA, %
SRt DA 20 7 A 1 B 5E DNA Y 3'3mdE R 514,
fE RT HEthds T T IF 8 0 5% stad B2 5 o iy
DNA, pegRNA 1 Hbrd’i T 51 Bk i 7 2|

Prime editor

(H840A)
~ pegRNA

l

LTI

10 [T

DNA repair and
l replication

T T

Precise base substitution,
insertion or deletion

1 5I&mERTEE
Figure 1 Schematic diagram of prime editor.
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JEHEPR DNA £ I, R DNABE, ¥
AR HRRgiE 1 DNA 5] AJER 4, Bk
JER W24 DNA 74112, PE (2 ik 7E F AT LA
FEWSC BT A 12 FiT R R A L B3 . 20,
FEEHOR DNA /N BERRE S 3E A S IHER , ik
Hi 3 T T R 4 g e A S R 2

h T ERERCR, David R. Liu H ARIZk
WF& T PE1.PE2.PE3 #l PE3b 5| S48 2 45 %),
PE2 REiERTG T &4 5 5848 (D200N
L603W . T330P, T306K Fl W313F) i M-MLV
RASR, i AR RE PR AIXT RNA-DNA JEEY25E FI
J1A%38) T k3 PE3 R4 1151 A nicking sgRNA
AR T AR s PE3D WIHE— 2508070 T H
F5] A nicking sgRNA 1772k £ indels'™!,

1 PEHBSNEAE Y 0y MR

PE £ —ZF Rl v FH TAa P A
AT T G B RN B TR A A AR P m R
FLAMEY T David R. Liu F A EEAY PE2. PE3
M PE3b R 46, i id ol U Ak A 4 O 4 2 -
B TR A, WETEMNTHEYN
PPE2. PPE3 fll PPE3b A%, FF1E/KFEM/NE
Jir Az JBT A A4 i v AR AT T B AL SO B 1 S 2R
A A A R G, i TR K RS A PR
OsCDC48-T1 i i B 4 %8 20 % 15 ] 21.8%
(12/55)24 5§ 55 1fF 5 41 16 7KORS J A= I 4k o 3k
T PPE3-VO1 RGEMGBRE, KRIHIEMEN
A 0.05%0.15%, ZibfbmiEBeRss T
Tt fmmikd) 1.55%54, Magdy M. Mahfouz fJf
RAFFZBAR IR T BREFI BN PE g’k
IKREAERRDY . 2B AR PE3 R4k
157K W Gt 48 ) A K R AR B, RS AR 5T
A PPE2 ARG, Te/KREEEHA gk LA
B A, SRR N 0%-31%0% it ZEarsy
2R 355 7 sgRNA ‘B 22 (EsgRNA scaffold)%§

&B: 010-64807509

LRI E THY PE M4iBReRP, gefid
FREAF G4 R T SaCas9 B PPE ZR St 7E /K H
A g TR SR P AN, R IE
20 ) 7 A P U iR S B I R A AR R R
ke, SCELT g RCR AR T

PPE JFRA—4L4, EA1Emyhigs
TAREN . HEEY S 2B RECET 2
M FKAE . /N2 . Bk, . SRR W
TR T AR Y o B E R g 5 80 2 80
fiX, HAEAFEN p ek 2s e R U240 0
Bk — Ak . 2021 4 3 A Nature
Biotechnology il | W ERl2EBe i 5 & B EY
WP m R B R A AR K A A VRS
R, JER TR PPE S EACRAE g

2 % PPE REREHNTAKE

2.1 pegRNA fL{LIRRE
211 EHF 7.1EH PBS FHI{L

T 51 S 405 R 40 PBS J7 415 AR $E brdik
(A &5 B S e B 100 1 S e R P AR, T 0 i
IRE (melting tempreture, T) &8 E WA BELE
SRENE R BB PBS R4 b e T, (E AT BE
JER PPE SifEsitRMEZENE ., Tang 50Y
VEFEK R N VR IE R A 23 AN A s, 4 51
T A6 PBS KJE4AFF PPE RG M TAESUR.
iR R gB ORI B 2 %] PBS KM%
e, SRTTAS [6] A 57 a3k B die KGRI Y PBS
KEEIERAT W AR, Lin 250 Je e K Ag
JEAE AT SR OsCDC48-T1, OsCDC48-T2 Fl
OsALS-T1 3 AL #E A7 50058 T AN [F] 9 PBS
K (6-16 nt) XF PPE2 gm0 R ay e, 151
T 5 Tang FHAIZE R . (B4 OsCDC48-T1 i 55,
PBS 74 T H N 30 ‘C. OsCDC48-T2 N
28 ‘C. OsALS-TI }j 30 ‘CI} PPE Z45 4tk
KiK. MG Xk#E 0sACC-TI, OsCDC48-T3 .
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OsEPSPS-T1 f1 OsPDS-T1 4 i /5., TE 6-17 nt
) PBS KEEE RN (FLXN PBS Y T, fH I
J5 18-52 C) % pegRNA )4 8 1% 14 HEA T
B, WAL PBS 1 T (B4 30 'C 24T ] pegRNA
PTG et HEHA T (E S 1.5-4.3 %
(i 0sACC-T1 WiFcfE T HE RN 24-30 C,
OsEPSPS-T1 } 26-34 C, OsCDC48-T3 N
28-36 C, OsPDS-TI & 30 ‘C), X%t%H4h 11 4
7 85 (OsALS-T2 . OsDEPI1-TI1 . OsEPSPS-T2 .

OsAAT-T1 . OsGAPDH-TI . OsLDMAR-TI .

OsODEV-TI . OsIPAI-TI . OsIPAI-T2 .

OsNRTI1.1B-T1 Fl OsROCS-TI) {25 5 g
N, 81.8% (9/11) MINLEFFA Twll N 30 CA
A I SR R R LA, > T (8 1 O3
(TG TH i B BRI A 4 OR B BN ax se 2
R, PBS JPAIMY T {85 PPE MY 4miBALRS
YIMOG, TEKREh 2800 ol T (HN
30 Co Mt Eil, il TnEHAE S T HXTN PBS
FPA AL pegRNA 11, R LS PPE )%
w|OBeR,

2.1.2 RT #ERKEML

WFFE AT 20 3T 7K R AS 8] P9 VR A7 A
[ RT MK EEXT PPE i 5% R il 52 mg 24241
G5 R, RT B B 25 i AR S S
B, AERIE NS SR B i KGRI RT
MK B AN —3%, WA B B R
2.1.3 W pegRNA KHE§

FHF W pegRNA(dual-pegRNA) 1] L it —
A4 PPE M4 BT X [A] — S bR o7
A% 2 4 pegRNANGG-pegRNA Al
CCN-pegRNA), 2 HIHBIXT R A 2 4 DNA
. Lin FWEECT 9 MKRERERHH 15 2~
AL, A3 FEALE A NGG-pegRNA | {3 fi FH
CCN-pegRNA Filfdi FI X pegRNA £& 4 F % [a] —
DS EFTS S, K 86.7%MIL A (13/15)
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fHFA pegRNA (g BBACR R4 &, BI1™
7 C-to-A. G-to-A. G-to-T. A-to-G. T-to-A .
C-to-G Ml CT-to-AG pi 7%, HFERY 2 > H
WS R SN S g =]
24.5%; AT AT RS IAL A5 A9 XL pegRNA - 45 2 48 550
B NGG-pegRNA & H 2 4.2 % (M
OsNRT1.1B A3 1519 A B AR 1 27.9 £%),
FL B CCN-pegRNA =i 1.8 15 (Hirp OsALS 1
M. A-to-G BRI AR g 7.2 476) . (ER TR
S, X pegRNA HUETE OsNRTI. 1B (A T A
A).OsNRTI.1B (G-to-A) F1 OsODEV (CT-to-AG)
LS B 5 9 AR m K 2.7%, Tk A
NGG-pegRNA A 1A 1t 5| 5 4 8 1
. WHEEMNE, 7EU EgIET, M pegRNA
SRR =) (L35 indels 7E) Hf] 5 B
pegRNA RIS AH HIF A FHm o
2.1.4  PlantPegDesigner M ¥4 B 71 2
pegRNA B S %%t

BT E G YEAYHEY) pegRNA 5| 549
WRCR A ROERR, BiE a5 s )y kit
pegRNA FEI 2% ) o BT T, 45519 PBS 741 %
AL KW pegRNA HLAL M , Lin 5535257 T AH
Y pegRNA 1T ™l PlantPegDesigner (http:/
www.plantgenomeediting.net/), KK fj{L T HY)
pegRNA AR AR PlantPegDesigner P
T ALHE“PAM J¥41” “spacer ) GC & &> “5|&
GiE T 07 “PBS K™ “H#EFFHT PBS fY T, fH”
“RT A [7) YU (< 45— RO SRk, LA
AP RIAFRTR. A& XA DNA J¥
A, BIA] o BT iRASHE A 5 . PBS ¥4I RT Ak
Fe 9 K AL R BTl B | ) S5 4 58 . S HE
i pegRNA %1+ M 5l #H Lt , PlantPegDesigner 1k
T2 A pegRNA HBE £ OsCDC48 . OsNRTI.1B
1 OsALS FEA s A ) G AR RCR L P-4 1.8 4%
16.3 {5 1 45.8 f51471,
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AN, BESEEATRM T PPE-#% W (PPE-
ribozyme, PPE-R) ZR 45 tRNA il T 5 B X}
pegRNA HH PRt >8) aizgimat 5] A
BRI AL (EsgRNA scaffold) $#2mgmigaicgls,
FiAkh, WF5E & B PPE a0 Rl =452 F) RT £
WP, ARl RT B4R 750 AT 5% i &l
YIRS R T He ), AT LAl I R % RT A5
BAR BRI =4 7= A g A 2
22 FHAARERIEN Cas9 HTAHRER
PPE Y 4miE3E E

S et R 5% 21 38 o2 #4 #E CRISPR/SaCas9 41
F0 5 g R G, K IR B PAM 3P 58
% NNGRRT ¥4, Jf-7E KRG 4 oh S8 T i 45
RGR RGBT ZOE LY R E AT
HIF & )T nCas9 (H840A) ¥ % il Y XYL
pegRNA RIETE Z 4515 DNA W ARHEERY
5'-NGG-3'#l 5'-CCN-3' PAM L%, PR T
SRR . A T fRYLX— )8, Lin SRR T
{31 PAM JE5 4 NG f SpCas9 2544k SpGHY, i
ik SpG-PPE RGEH AT | T4l , TE/KFE b 0 i
BRI ik 1.9%, Ak, 3EF SpG-PPE fii F
X pegRNA FEBEAIN T 73 70 2 4~ NG PAM #4375
FISESCE, KM N pegRNA 5 5. pegRNA
FH L [FRE A 42 5 PPE RSEAO g scR ™,
TH 843 A K R 6 B 4 088 5 (Os-Nipponbare
reference IRGSP-1.0) H X pegRNA Y g 48 71T
I, &34 PPE RS0 mi v 1178 Flik e (i 7E
+1—+15 fi i, FF SpCas9 AL pegRNA T
Al K RS RE D2 21.5% 0B R 81, LT
SpG-PPE X pegRNA 7 Mg HE b Al 5 /K F
FLHAL 89.2%MBIL T4 . weAh, wI AR AR
HIARTE] PAM SE7 B HA Cas 281k, #E—29 K
PPE i 5 4 8 1] 3 ]

2.3 PPE EHILKRER
$27% PPE SRR M I — A BOR AR 2T

&B: 010-64807509

PPE {0 28 AT U0 A o WF98 A1) R A 4 %)
B R GE P ) B e A PEOLAR L 3 A%
{55 41 (nuclear localization sequence, NLS).,
S B FLA B A 0 R S il RN A B R R AR
— RN, A LUA B S RS 8 R IA R
HEHERHEP .

Lin 554 Tang P45 38 1o %t 21k R 55
O ) B RS Am AR AR . S S UL AR R
BoENAR S5k, ST KRS R A AR
PPE #uiBRCRATRT: o A fE A 97 2 38 20 4 il
G a8 7 Ay i B i N R Y 9 S Bl 1
RPSSA UKZ)y, SCBLT SiHBer iy, 2l
ANl RT 24k PPE B Z —. SR, Lin
AR R A R R 0 A 3 A6 0 B 300 SR il
(cauliflower mosaic virus RT, CaMV RT) FI K
F BL21 K V5 B retron % 40 i % 5% [iff
(RT-retron) Fife T #4LAY M-MLV RT, 7K#)5
AR AR 25 R, XPIF RT BRASSC
B PPE H&#fEgmiE, {HIFBA R MBROE,
M-MLV ¥ 4% s R AE 37 CA 47, Lin
FMIK T 37 CHiFRAM T PPE RGAEKATR
A BT Y AR, B 26 CREFR 12 h )5
TR E T 37 CHEFR 8 hJF dk8E 26 'CHEFE 8 he
RN 37 CHiFRIE, 78 5 DA S
2 i b, PPE B4R M 3.9%5E T}
% 6.3%, 1B OB R IR AT LA T PPE
(OB &

3 REER%

VEZAE Y R 2o IR AR -5 4 a2 o7 45 Ak
(1A B I 7 S 2 DR O, X A S 40 VR ) A 28
Ag . FRAME F /N B DNA AN B3 Fndd A 5-461
o A PR E A AT PASE L R Ae e im, (H I
FEAR ) 240 B FP 0 AR AR 24 B I i 4 2
SEERRRSE A, X BRI AT T RE N a5 T
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TF &AL —4E 2247 ) PPE REMSTE R h 52 B0 5L ]
2 H AR A AT B 2 ) BB RS ME R i, H
RUET X SR 1 R SR T 2 B PE AN 2x ™
A I 3 Y PR R KOE B R % indels™,
i 4 2B T CRISPR/Cas9 R 4: il BE R45 .
T F 2 B4 F1 /N i B: DNA (4 B 4
S5 400 RENDE H AT DI RE R S sm Ak .
RS2 0 T H, XTI mb it 5% FORS i 4 7
B TER S AR R R . R AR,
Je S 5T TAE A AT DLt — 25 AT ) i P2
A PPE AWML : — AT 285 pegRNA
HEIEE s 53— A7 SR X PPE R0 2 1 i
ik, wiEmAsEANSHE . =EEA
TR FIEREPE, S R Rk, Kk
PPE R%, $2m B AR SR W ARTE AR
A AE Wi A5 o R FAE RS HE 5 1 8 Fh s 53
W, BRI T RREE R R .
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