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Abstract: Ergothioneine is a multifunctional physiological cytoprotector, with broad application in foods,
beverage, medicine, cosmetics and so on. Biosynthesis is an increasingly favored method in the production
of ergothioneine. This paper summarizes the new progress in the identification of key pathways, the
mining of key enzymes, and the development of natural edible mushroom species and high-yield
engineering strains for ergothioneine biosynthesis in recent years. Through this review, we aim to reveal
the molecular mechanism of ergothioneine biosynthesis and then employ the methods of fermentation
engineering, metabolic engineering, and synthetic biology to greatly increase the yield of ergothioneine.
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F M (L-ergothioneine, EGT) J&#i A4
B R IR TP MR AP A, AT
K, BELSRIME— IR 2-Gi bRz 5L
B2 o FH T 22 A i DS EL A R 1 T ] 235 4 R 4 1
FA R R S, EFEERE pH KT ARG K
A A, SHABMEERBUA T (0. 2k
H) s mR e, ZA6NEEAERA
3L, f#8E . 4EFF DNA MAYIE . iR
IERARK. e, buiRa . 2R ke
Fi 2 IRe, JUHAEHUE AL RE R 5 T
N EEER, &R 2 Y 6E B 40 i A 2R
A1/ A

MNE R ARG B A, HagiE i H
321K (ergothioneine transporter, ETT) MK E
HEE, LR R SO i i Hh s 425,
M ETT BIAFAE, (22 M6 R s Al ATE 40 i
] 3z ) P AEA R . eS8 B M R R T4
N4 W) (generally recognized as safe, GRAS)
P 2017 SRR 4R (EFSA)EST 1
LT LA RRERE L) 7, 2018 45
BREAZE B2 ((BU) 2018/462) itk [ DU i {4
oS FEIA Y L-ZZ M T DAIFER 1 4 p & 5
o fifi FH (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/
2018/462/0j). PREEE AT T A Z MBI E IR
% 3¢ #] L-ERGOTHIONEINE . ErgoActive .

x1 HERL-EAMEMNERAEX
Table 1

ERGO+%5 . WA, g BA Z M & a L M
DR e i A it

22 £ B DR R ) o O 3 A0 4 R AR A W R B
AR E BOE A A R YA
EHA WAL, OR35S KA
M REMB RN R . Han 510
TELR TP EIR T MBLIN A SRE . T 2B
A SRBCRGIN I A S . BB AR AT
22 FfBL IR 1) 5 2R A ) g A N DR AR A 4
Wi, MR . HEEARRM PRI A A A
DR i AR SO TR R S DR A
R . AR GRS, KA R B
F ™ AR A I K S D5 AT 1 Bk

1 ZARENFAEN & RRE

1.1 EREMhERRENENS K
2010 4 Seebeck!™ E Yk K B T J5LAZ A= Wy ik
Y Kk F e (Mycobacterium smegmatis) W%
H egtd. egtB. egtC. egtD Fl egtE FEH 1)L [H
. AL GRS G E AN R 5 B
EgtA——y- A2t Dt 2R & 8 (y-glutamyl
cysteine synthase), EgtB— A AE Il 41 & 4k
fiff (mononuclear non-heme iron enzyme),
EgtC— Bt i 5% %% 1§ (amidotransferase) .
EgtD——SAM (S-RiF A2 R) Hffi A 4 2R

Requirement for application of L-ergothioneine in foods

Specified food category Maximum levels

Additional specific labelling requirements

Alcohol-free beverages 0.025 g/kg
Milk-based drinks 0.025 g/kg
‘Fresh’ milk products (*) 0.040 g/kg
Cereal bars 0.200 g/kg
Chocolate confectionery 0.250 g/kg

The designation of the novel food on the
labelling of the foodstuffs containing it shall be
“L-ergothioneine”

Food supplements as defined 0 mg/d for general population (excluding

in directive 2002/46/EC
children older than 3 years

pregnant and lactating women) 20 mg/d for

Note: (*) When used in milk products L-ergothioneine may not replace in whole or in part, any milk constituent.
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RO %% % B (SAM-dependent
methyltransferase) #1 EgtE——PLP %é}@ C-S
2L ¥ (PLP-mediated C-S lyase), ﬁbﬁﬁéﬂ
BT A% AR W v B 2 A R A ARG R RE (
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RN . FRFFIE . JELRE DRI T 4 4 R A
H: gy e 07181

TE R B B3 Fh i PR B R 7% ), Seebeck
FEARSNERY T 3BT B 22 i ) & lags )
mE 1 R, Bk ER S5 EA R4 EgtA fi
bk A g6 A RN, S y- 4 2 I e R
(v-GC), y-GC ER a2 52 i H i &
o ARG RR G2 TRZ EgtD fi#fhdl
QIR S-PRATEEIR (SAM) G A =R —H
gk (HER); 7€ Fe’'Rl O, fETEMIAAET,
EgtB f#fk HER 5 y-GC &4 B AbHiLA BT v-
A 2 k- 21 2 R — L P R L b R I R
(yGC-HER); i EgtC fifk yGC-HER it £ 4%
AR, AN 2R — H Rk R S I A R S AR
(Cys-HER); /i EgtE ff#fk Cys-HER it 2 P

W\A

(8]
Glutathione

o 0 o co.
;_’Glu /L/\/“\ % "
EgtA 07 % N

Cysteine Y -Glu-Cys
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Figure 1
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Biosynthetic pathway of ergothioneine in mycobacteria

BRFNZ, Al MmN . (5 i TRk o R
H Y BgtE XELIS #3215, Seebeck fifi FH B-Zdfi#
M0 EgtE A4 BT b Z M H i &
By

T4k, EgtB. EgtC. EgtD fl EgtE f)4%
PR B 125 . VR FMIL R Bl 22 1 A A 2027,
Tian 25T TR S IEAHATH (Mycobacterium
thermoresistibile) EgtB MEILHLIE, EgtB 7E4
A AR e AR R B A EARVE T, fil
B i & A S AL DL TE v-GC 5 HER Z [B]JE A%
C-S . HihkRAEmEN, JFIE C-S #,
I PRI 5 Fe* Ml O, 925, EgtC fiEfk
yGC-HER iR =8 %R, Vit ZBYibr 7 Hk3h 2
AT EgtC %5t . EgtC SRR m k4 &
BTG P AL R SR s v BE DR ST RO 81, A A
AT P AT RE A TR TR 22 A i DKL AR 6 U R
), {HZE EgtC B V2 43 Aii T AR A A, 1
/~ BgtC AlEEHA HALM DI aERY, EgtD ik
SAM _I- 1) F 5L 5% 7% 2 21 2 R 4= i HER, Misson
SRS T R AT EgtD 5IRYIMNES &
Ul , SRZEN AR, EgtD DI A

DAJ)Lﬂ% 4\0

Ergothmneme
thiol form

Ergothuoneme
thione form

"Faib /\Qj/ﬁ)k FaC %AM

V- glutamyl
hercynylcysteine

Hercynylcystelne sulfoxide
sulfoxide

[19]
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TR FEEEY), RSB — AT 45 L
EgtD 38 £ il 7 ) o 55 22 f i R B & i, I
30 Ao 000 ) FE e v T A O o ) R g AR R A
Y kA4 W A

Song PN BRI /A AT TR R 4B EgtE 11
FE AT T mbEsRik, W98 EgtE MFEHIHLEI
RIE R o B ARG AR RIS . A 2
AL UL, FEARES IR JE 5 B, EgtE 4k Cys-HER

B B AT T FR G BT 5 FE S N4 J 5] — A I3
Wi B%  (dithiothreitol, DTT) K}, EgtE 4 1k

Cys-HER 152/ Y2 Z M ; Lk S 7
FEIR G, BgtB b2 28R — F 3L N Eh I i

SRR 20 - P4 R 2 M E . EgtE ik
Cys-HER B4 it 22 i H A, 38 A il o4 i iR
2 (E), 3 YREERIET D101 i
W& BgtE W38N 1% S50 &I Cys-HER J& EgtE
E’Jaz SR . TEAEDIRN, RARBEE (At

AW H KSR B B EE) AT LAV A SRR
ﬂék#ﬂﬁﬁﬁ, it rmmm EgtE i1k

Cys-HER A 51 7= W 42 22 1 i D81 A A 43I0 fgk
Eﬂ@lh@?—@h[zﬂ
1.2 EZEYHPZARENEIER

1.2.1 AAfEkEE S REAREN X
Bello %5 P8Iy yk % 5@ 7 HLAE ik 8

(Neurospora crassa) )7 F B IR G Bl S B
HEH NCU04343 (Wit 44 NcEgt-1), #t—20i8
R XS, KBE R . R
SERERE KIRG N AR A 54 NeEgr-1
{1 [] P R 2932 (R X T Z RO RE A U A
B R I BE TR (AN e B . SEORIERE | iz
WELE) ok & B NcEge-1 ) P53k B
NcEgt-1 %5 NcEgt-1 22— ZHEH, N
At SAM AR FHILEERE I, 5 58U A%
e (Mycobacterium avium) H) EgtD A 27%H]
[ s C R 5 5 B 7 B R Y EgtB A7 24%
HEJEIES S egtD Tl egtB HYIRIVE HL N 7E 251
SRR W SR AR SRR B, HEN NcEge-1 W] RE
ik F egtD Fl egtB 2 A~ SLIH 1 il & L P 2%

A

%%

M PLP /s
EgtE

o]
Hercynylcysteine sulfoxide

"W‘-‘ \I/

O\A/\\/T PLP+DTT
i’( S TEgtE :

Hercynylcysteine sulfoxide

Th10| ester of thio-sulfinic aud

s
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Qﬁ*o 0

Hercynylcy stemf: thlo ether
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Figure 2 EgtE reactions under different in vitro conditions
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TEEZAEYYP T NcEgt-1 H [R) Y5 L K] g i
HI W fr 4% & Egtl, Egtl i DinB_2 Z5Hyi &
ARG GRY, a6 BV R AT EgtB
W, R EGY X 5 Z —FE TR R SR
il gh 1205 R, Egtl Ml ISP & HER
MR, Egtl rIEAL 92%10 2 bt = iR % 1k
i Cys-HER, H4b 8%AYF It 2l i 1k 2K ik
FIRW AR (cysteine sulfinic acid); EgtB NJ{Y
AELL HER 1 y-GC 1E R, o F 40 Bk i
TH EgtB, TEAMRUTR bR e S A
M4 y-GC, i EgtB b y-GC 2 531E M
BRI A g AR . dE— 5T Egtl () Rk
RILE S — PO REBE, 762 Mo N 1A s
S 5WE RV . 15 Egtl i fbH 2% ik
N HER, Ptk HER 52 bt & iR & i
Cys-HERY, ¥ Egtl f45E, ERAEYHE
Fm 5 B BGEAR L JRAZ i 22 A i TR A
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O K %) 26 B B i A AN A AR SR ) 1 v ]
e, HIHAFAETH LR,

NcEgt-1 %58 5, Hu S5 48 T HURS bk
T egtE BREIEILR NCULI365, E 4Ry
FER PLP 54 A C-S ZUMREY, RESME(L
Cys-HER HALhZE MG, a4~ Egt2.
Irani %% Egt2 BI/E FMLEI AT T #F 58 (K
3), B¢ Egt2 ##1k PLP %H[X 7 Hl Cys-HER %%
BT B e el A, IV e v (B Y - P
KR A BRI T a4 s Bl RS v ]
AR C—S B W 24 25 B 22 ) ik DXL T R Fi PLP 25
G RGN IR TRTR 5 422 £ B D IVl R 4 R T
5, RSN ER C156 kLl M
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EEQVDM
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Figure 3 The model for catalysis mechanism of Egt
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2, U g (a4 g v (a4 ]
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B = A, FEAE C156 T~ —
WIEREEE GRR 1), B0F, Z MG
M2 B4 DTG SR B BN, SRR T
FEIR R RS (BN, 276 H RRSim 08 2K /B
SRR TR EREG) A S A G,

FU, HURE KA BRI A G s
AT RNEAT, A& oA R 329 ) Egtl Fl
Egt2 Wi~ il , 78 Fe M O fFTEMISF T,
Egtl fift HER FIE 2R & i Cys-HER,
Efmzﬁwcmﬂmaﬁwﬁiﬁﬁl(I

)l E KT L, KRS ik A TR P 2 A
lm%mthMM@,ﬁETﬁgﬁﬂ&ﬁ
ATP (55,

Hercymne
Hercynylcysteine sulfoxide

B4 LZAREAHEEKEETHEYSRRE

\| /
Cys+ &
Fe2*+0 \\ /Ql 0 PLP N o
Q Egtl(NcEgt[ ) Tar / T 1
/I H;N Hr /|\

1.2.2 £HEPEZAREKEKEE
o bRk, ERAY T E AR AR

B R OGNS S HAW RS
T TS P 4 XU RE T AT PLP A1 EL C—S 2
fif B . Yang 25 PY% W 44w (Flammulina
velutipes) ZZ fABR N A G TEE 3 MilES
5, 5 5%)& FvEgtl . FvEgt2 1 FvEgt3. FvEgtl
5 Bgtl 25, [Rlo HAA H R R e 5 2 2408 —
FH 5 pA) kS5 1 D 2 2 A5 B 1) 75 4 . FvEgt2
FFvEgt3 W P AR AL W] 9 ~F e 208
Wik, ikl 5. FvEgt2 #ifim#4 R 2 Bt ir - i
AL, 755 FMEIRE S RIS S-H
B, ERUELEA B T, FvEgt3 J& PLP i 751 2 b
SRR WLALEG , HEfL PLP 5 Cys-HER &5 U WV ik
BEY. WG, 1SRRI &R Aot i
WeZ AW, 13214 fAmiA .

0]
HN o
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N /|\

Ergothioneine
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Ergothioneine
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Figure 4 Biosynthetic pathway of ergothioneine in Neurospora crassa.
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BiJe, Yang EEAL T 44144 A a% N B9 A= 4
HaEE (B 6). B, 7 Fe¥'Ml O, fAFEmt
FvEgtl fiEfL2H &R . SAM F1¥ bk & R A ik
Cys-HER, #RJ5, £ PLP 9% 5, FvEgt2 il
FvEgt3 tt a1k Cys-HER % 48 At 52 1w A i 22
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(A R S N, DR Jk A6 7 AN — > C—S 2467
it 2 54 M E G . X4 5o 2 M i A AR

Py a4 BRI TE R R AR AT B FH B BT 5 I A2 A

B N B BEIE IS SR A T AR 4

R X 2 B IR A 5 O B R T 45
AL B 55 1 BT 8 0 BT BOR (9 S8 it B9 R T A
fith o SRS R N I BB MR K3l 20 M 2542 4
SR MmN A R R SR 8, AR R T
R EOR MM Bk, A =% T I AR
o IR R A AR BRI AL SRR
A SORLIN G R, R gAML YERE, R
THAE Fr L IR B8 AR 05 K-

2 XARENRELEN A KRR
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N 0 h N
L
: 0 0
H
0

Histidine

Hercynylcysteine sulfoxide

6 ERAMEESHERHEYERIEED

Figure 6 The biosynthesis pathway of EGT in Flammulina velutipes™*'.
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Figure 7 Oxygen-independent biosynthesis of ergothioneine
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5.76-5.84 mg/g DW, 78 2 K& B+ 2 £ i
A& 8200 64.2 mg/L. Lin ZE1] FH 4 T
HL 22 (R R 2 R W 25 2 M I, Jl i B 57
%%%%ﬂ%ﬁﬁlk@%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁmL
RV J AR R o TE RS 7 RSN
8 mmol/L Bt R . 4 mmol/L [YZH Z FR I
0.5 mmol/L WEEZMR, KW 16 d B F 22 A%
FRR S REEK 12,99 mg/g DW, #8331 & %
Wb ZMmE RSN 97.69 mg/L. 7
SEUOVIE S T A B R 2 R TR B A R ) 8
FEMALTZ, RIBEMRELAR . A
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KRB RE AN T 12 1%
LI b o Kamide % PYJ% B T B AT B
(Methylobacterium sp.) W & & — B F§ 5k 19
EgtB, DIREIMFE M Egtl, REWS LIRS
BRIy, AL MER S HER & K
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Cys-HER. Kamide #44wf EgtB [ 5E[H il &
KIGFEB, W2 TR B 7 A e vh 4 bk
BRI R RS R I, KIBE 216 h 2
IR ik F) 657 mg/L. W EgtB & HA
SRR RE A 52 ) 22 A Bt DXL ) e A6 A, Rl Ak
EgtB MG 5 5 158 &35 55T R IR A

PR OGS A PR A0, FTIA R =R 1 L
WA R 5 Ot 2 R 2 A B R AR Y
AR . FIiCFE R E. coli BL21(DE3)
o S IR IR T PRI (R R B 22 AR B R G
7, RMAERIKGIR 3 B AL N % egtBCDE
SR b, PR BRI A RS I egel FIER
27 MO o R AR S R G R AR e
RS — LR T MmE MR, FIH3 L
TEVEATHMEL ML R B, 108 h A2 fA i R A R &
k%] 710.53 mg/L. Tanaka %5558 o 3#0E K
FF R R IR G S W R S, AT —
R 1 7 2 IO R Y B R L K TR 0 A 7R ]
egtd . egtB. egtC. egtD . egtE Vil 21X
PR, IFRR TS S 2R Y met BEIR . Bk
W MR MRTE 3 L K BERE T 2F 17 50 HiE kR 35
R, KEdmpRmaaEm. AR .
Na,S,0; %, K 216 h ZMAHEAr=HIAF]
1.3 g/L, X2 B E R 10 TR B A T A
72 FA DR A e v R K- o

FL A 22 A B R A O e A G
fitg, TR KM A BGRE A EE , FkenT
e B R S IR A B AR R DR O )
Takusagawa 25kl 8 (Aspergillus oryzae)
SRR IR TORRE KA B 4 22 A 0 DR R T
NCU04343 F1 NCU11365, F|F1iZ% 1.7 5 & 4
RN EZ M, & EEDLACS 2 A e e
o 231 mg/kg FiFREE, HOH R REAR R G AT
AR K45 T 20 % Van Der Hoek 251>
W 22 BRI 0 22 1 DXL B TR oA 2 R I
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(Saccharomyces cerevisiae), i1 i v & L
A NcEgtl CHUBE B8 5 22 # o 55 g 1)
I CpEgt2 (EMEZEMINGMEE 2) A
B I S R R RE ) sk, JF K IS N NeEgtl
FR 45 D1 BB 6 B2 v A2 A it DALY 7 o, T G
NcEgt2 HJ¥5 DUBIAREE 2 A R AR R, &
Bl Egt1 M4k 1% SO0 22 £ i R A 36 38 1)
FEtilie = SV o X AR R RE R ARTE 1 L KR
e R AL R, R R R S I
MR AR . RS, KB 84 h & AELIA K

%2

FEAIRE] 598 me/L, Hrr 59% Y22 A1 [ 4 1
2T A Yo VA E TR K R AR
(Grifola frondosa) " & W 2% f i A 1y 3
Gfegt] F1 Gfegt2, TEFRFREEEPEARE T X
2 B, IR R S TR IR R R S N A
W s ZmE L2, RIS A R

A2 ZPRERIREREAR L, St il B S e k22 M A
AR R R EER IR TP s 1%

i, MR ARKCER R T 74.7%.
2R TR IR AR A AR A A

AATREAEEM T REENEARELEKF

Table 2 Studies of ergothioneine production by fermentation of natural edible mushrooms and engineered strains

Microorganisms Operating mode Fermentation period Key strategies EGT yield References
Lentinula edodes  Shake flask 15d Optimization of medium and 3.45 mg/g DW [40]
adding Met
Ganoderma Shake flask 10d Adding Met, Cys, His 15.42 mg/L [41]
neo-japonicum
Pleurotus eryngii ~ Fed-batch 18-20d Optimization of 5.76—5.84 mg/g DW [44]
fermentation process and (64.2 mg/L)
adding Met, Cys, His
Pleurotus Shake flask 16d Optimization of medium and 12.99 mg/g DW [45]
citrinopileatus adding Met, Cys, His (97.69 mg/L)
Pleurotus eryngii ~ Shake flask 7d Optimization of medium and 20.50 mg/L [46]
adding His
Pleurotus ostreatus Shake flask 18d Optimization of medium and >500.00 mg/L Our study
fermentation process
Escherichia coli Shake flask 72 h Using egtABCDE from 24.00 mg/L [48]
Mycobacterium smegmatis.
by high production of each
of EgtABCDE
Methylobacterium  Shake flask 7d Overexpression egtBD and  20.00 mg/L [49]
aquaticum knock out of hutH
Escherichia coli Fed-batch 216 h egtB from Methylobacterium 657.00 mg/L [50]
pseudosasicola and
optimization of medium
Escherichia coli Fed-batch 108 h egtBCDE from 710.53 mg/L [51]
Methylobacterium
smegmatis and egtl from
Schizosaccharomyces pombe
Escherichia coli Fed-batch 216 h egtBCDE from 1.30 g/L [52]
Methylobacterium smegmatis
and knock out of metJ
Aspergillus oryzae Solid — egtl and egt2 from 231.00 mg/kg of [53]
fermentation Neurospora crassa media
Saccharomyces Fed-batch 84 h egtl from Neurospora 598.00 mg/L [54]
cerevisiae crassa and egt2 from
Claviceps purpurea
Saccharomyces Shake flask 7d egtl and egt2 from Grifola  20.61 mg/L [55]

cerevisiae

frondosa

&B: 010-64807509

=
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Fm R R S UKo H DT TR R AR 4
Fo B DR A T2 A PP L S B B B 26 5 S DR
ik, XPF RGBS AR . 22 AN
WeE A A B 22 7 A DR 2R 0 IR A2 1) R 48 2 R
FFRGBETE, B =R | AR R 25 5
TS5 2R 8 A W)~ 7 VR A2 At TR B 5 Jade 42
PP 4 A T PR BT 5 ek

5 &if

R FH R SR AT 0 2 5 6 o 1) DR T
A, FFE R R, 1
R0 R A E AR, aTRE RS
NER . JHR SRS EY S . KR L
75 22 i R ) di s R K P 2B AT 500 me/L,
S T SR 4038 5 6 10-20 do TR T A9 & I ) 9 ]
FEHAE 3-9 d, mEmAEKFECIAT 1.3 gL,
B =Y 75 PR 4l 5 i

RARANIZIE 5 A B B A B3 R 4 R
Joll, AT AR T A R AL, —
Dy, A A A R RO PR A 4R T
Jy—Or i, SRR g . 2 A A O RDRS T A
BT e 308 e 7 3 8 AR o S S M M R A T
AL 1 5 BTG A4 5 V6 25 200 IR 1 38 Tk
S5 A AR I s T R LAk 22 A i TR s AR
H OGB4 PR PR R R0k, A A T R AR
B R R A HE T

27 FA R ) AR A S b T, e
TEEE . REEM . Wk el dh 2
AT EA T WM TR, BRI KR
R 2 M SRR 22 A | o 22 o At DR R 2R 1 o 4
TRAT B2 i 18 W W55 7 T RE A LS. Bl A 22 A
B DS 24 77 K P B 1 g ket S iy R 9 BT
W5 A0 8 2 i TR L B 2 400 ) 10 LT %, 23
U Z2 (022 MR ™ i, R 22 0 T R e T
oK
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