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Advances in microbial synthesis of plant natural products

BI Huiping"?*, LIU Xiaonan"**, LI Qingyan"?, CHENG Jian"?, ZHUANG Yibin'?,
WANG Dong"?, DAI Zhubo'?, JIANG Huifeng'?, LIU Tao"?, ZHANG Xueli'?

1 Key Laboratory of Systems Microbial Biotechnology, Tianjin Institute of Industrial Biotechnology, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Tianjin 300308, China
2 National Center of Technology Innovation for Synthetic Biology, Tianjin 300308, China

Abstract: Plant natural products are one of the main sources of small molecule drugs, nutraceuticals,
cosmetics and fragrances, and play an important role in economy development. At present, the way of
obtaining plant natural products mainly depends on direct extraction from plants, which is farm land
occupying and time consuming. The contents of active ingredients in plants are usually low, and thus the
production cost is high. By elucidating the biosynthetic pathways and reconstructing the pathways in
microbial cells, plant natural products can be produced by fermentation using renewable raw materials.
Microbial biosynthesis provides a new route for the supply of plant natural products. This review
summarizes the research progress of microbial synthesis of terpenoids, flavonoids, phenylpropanoids
and other important natural products of plants in Tianjin Institute of Industrial Biotechnology, Chinese

Academy of Sciences. Current research challenges and future prospects are also briefly discussed.

Keywords: plant natural products; synthetic biology; terpenoids; flavonoids; phenylpropanoids
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Figure 1 Microbial synthesis of plant natural products.
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Figure 2 Biosynthetic pathway of typical terpenoids.
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PHPPA —&Phloreﬁn Moslosooflavone
== = - (e
~= 559 22O

Saccharomyces cerevisiae

\

Escherichia coli /

Construction of microbial cell factories

Fermentation optimization

B3 HRMEUSMHMEMELASH

Figure 3 Microbial synthesis of flavonoids.
HEAMEE R LA — 2B 3R i PRAL T Y7 i, 16
F| 545 mg/L1*,

23 WREZE
R 0 —Fh KRR RSB 50, SRMAEY)

PR B R A& R R dc, I HATE il

R A K SR g A G R B2 2R A A0 T 7
A% o Jiang SFLERERE PR T A P2k
AR B R BN T A . TERTSE I R, KB 1/3

wm: 010-64807509

10 4 e SRR AR B AL L T R =4, S SRR L AL
ARG o T A 7 A 1 T B D TR S B A
RO PR AN R 2RISR A . i, R
TP AR AT A D 14 Fifres 7 i IR 2K A 5 W G 1%
GUARY) TP O e ARAT 1R 1 1 S B e A R T S
JEHE CHS; AR5 Sl IR R I i i 1 AR KR
DRI TN G- A B R, — R
PR IR AR IO AL 3 53 1 20 PN 5 8 T — - Al
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B A A A R i — Rl 2 A H =R
W HE RN ZR-A A F R AR AN R
N R BIMPY, A kN B A
2, W@ R R AL, AR R
2R 619.5 mg/L. XS HRTHE B 5& 5
FEE 14 £, HARE R Tl kA =i 410,
24 HMERERSEHLEY

U A, 38 2k XA () SFe 05 Ay e Il e 75 G 4 7
ST 1L B TE R IR 4 A Sk A Y ST
N B A 38 o) 5 S L I Y R A5 T S TE B 9 2 R
TERVR AR 6-Fe L, BN S-FRfbE . B
8-O-F FERERL Il | B 7-O- FP A 7% 1l 5 56 it
eIl dEmsE AR | E S RS
PN T A A 7 B I BA S e A 7 32
HEHEEE A KIAFFRR S, LARSIACK A MR 78

ADHs

Cinnamaldehyde — Cinnamyl alcohol—> Resin <_ .,

(Humulus lupulus) WRNERATE (valerophenone
synthase, HIVPS)., >k H &4} (Fragaria vesca) WA
R T FvCHS2-1 FIk A STM%E (Hypericum
perforatum) )25 /KI5 B HpCHS, S2EE T Mg
T A6 T35 4 8 43 22 A ] 600 g BRI v ) AR S 15 T
[ 2R = 3 (0 st A 5 OO0,

3 AARRUEUMENEL SR

BNR, B EPE, 2K/ - PEUL
Co—Cs FOLHI KRR S, fEfaY) h 2 th 2 IR
W EBME R (B 4). EJLAENAIMEARN
RERAEWEH S WO WP TR Z 8 i
JEo IWNE—A Co-Cs BLUGHIRINTR . RINEESS N
e AR AATEETHAE  BE A
Ce—C;y LIS R GIE®RTY | HikF

UGT73C5

e
Rosavin E

— 2
TCCR r j._‘?f-cobxr % W@
Cinnamyl-CoA ISR : by "
4CL Rosmanmc acid B
Cinnamic acid Q&_j Rosavin B
PAL
The shikimate pathway Phenylalamine Salvianic acid A Caffelc acid
LDH HpaBC
HpaBC IIAL
Glucose 2> Shikimate —=>_ Chorismate —s>4-hydroxyphenylpyruvate—s> Tyrosine
Jubic ARO10
4-hydroxybenzoic acid 4-hydroxyphenylacetaldehyde
|carastp | ADHs
4-hydroxybenzaldehyde Tyrosol
l e )LUGT7386 UGTs
Pl BAHD
4-hydroxybenzyl alcohol HOTN P450
Juar3Bers g 5 o =,

Gastrodln

4 FRAZRELEYREMELASNK
Figure 4 Microbial synthesis of phenylpropanoids.
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BR7, DL 2R TR A i R F s R A T,
HO LM T EAS M. KRE LAY i 14 BA
WIERBRER . LLRKRITFFERN R KOG
A Y E A G BT TS TR (K 4),
3.1 RKE

KIRFR Je e 44 52 v 25 4 KRR Y 3 2405 14
B, IR Bz T . e, Sk
Jo ST R BGRYT o RIFKCH TR B 34 Tl 44 B¢
hZz—, MR NRORI D8 A E E K E
MR A 2 kb . RERR Il F 2
TP PG . RIREF A RIR 2T, )
BN S (B4R 0.4%), mH AT Z
BIPE 2. R, SEGEYIRBCRRR i
i CVARE A 2R U R T 201K
A e AT G ™ SR A R R R R AR
Y6 WGE 6 2 A IR R HTIE 22 . 2016 4E KT
b A= T AT B DA K i A T 2 5 R 3 % 1) 9 S TR
WA 3R AT B 5 AR TR IR TR
AR IR IA 5 (carboxylic acid reductase, CAR)
N B2 FAT T 1) W8 R 02 Tk 5 2 £ i R 5 8 iy
(phosphopantetheinyl transferase, Sfp), FFF H K
W AT 3 N I A BE R =B (alcoholdehydrogenases,
ADHs) 45, g 7 RIRE T ITXRIE N EERI
LA RGEES, ARG AL S TR IR AL
Folii UGT73B6, JFXSHEAT 15 ) BEAL Ui 12
E AT — Pk, BT RIRE RIHT G i
B, PEHUAKEEP A 545 mg/LUT i i pE— 4
PR R H . UDP-H 45 M@ H . NADPH if Jit
Jitas , SRR RS B AT S AR RN, Ik
W2, WSS T RIRER . BT, D
BEA JEOBHIY KRR R A 7 A BT HTE 500 JT/kg, 1%
FHIPHRBUR A 1/200, 162 A BUKA 1/2.

2020 4F 2 1A PAFE PRI B B SR R 2R 1Y
KA R, B e R T — A E IR R R
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S PR SEAR X R BN B UK R R WL 75
fitf AsUGT . i1 76 BRIl B Hh i ik ok B itk
FC TR Y PR B A U CAR | 45 R R A 781 v 0
R 17 Tk 37 5L 2 Wi B il PP Teg-1 . KT 14 18 4
SR AR R S i UbiC FIERT % £F ARO4 1)
RAFRER I AROA™P!  SEEL T I RR 2R 7 TR T 15
B LA . SEIm 7RSI 4] rDNA Al
-7 5 DNA #EAT KR A BUs 42 3 H & 2411
G BURIR IR 28 DU G 188 T RIRE ™
i, TR AR SR R R IR SR, R
ik 2.1 g/L, AXFTRBERE S T 175 %,
32 AEXFH

LR R R R EL G 21 50 R F 2 1
B2z —, HAPUE . BUE o7& 2 M A G
PEo Z05 KA HET R EORIE T4, Ha
SRBFAMYIRIRESZ, 4R T e, #
TR, MELRS R E &Rk sy,
KRB T W78 MR A . 2014 K F: Tl A
Wy BT A AR FH 2 B TR 0 I S B M, A
H BRI EERE . KA W AP 20 5 R 5,
BN TR BGE 6 5B R A FF 18 Mk &k
2L AT, 3 3 W R R T 1) O e R 1
Tl 45 A ORI 55 TR, SRS —mea
SR TRRR . £l — 2 ry R,
HHET R =205 K 77 %8 10 g/(d-L), i
A KRR 1/40, HA5 Tl S .
2018 A M5 1A BAHRAE T RIP % B DSk A5 B4
SR, Il TR ROT AR 5 IS S TF PcAAS,
W L v T SR B | TR R RE, R T
TR TP e B TR B A B EE I RE ), X AN AR
VRGBS R UGTs MEAT THk, 280 TR
T B DA Sk A BAT 5 R AT, 38 A R Rt
il . SRS AR A RS R . kS
Fik, S L REEHELL KA Rk 732.5 mg/LP,
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2018 4F3 [ 2 FERRA PR T2 Be i Weng [ BAfi
Br TR LL SR R 2T 5 KA A Rl i, IR
BT PR IR R R A R K AT 2016 4F
AR} 2 FR B S T K A e RN R T e B
BULLSCRTY, FEACHIIRTE | TR ARG % 55 U7 TR HL
5T EEA R,
33 BEHXUED

K FEUE & BOR T s RAFAETE P o) o 4% 5E
(Rosin) M HATAY 45 ZELE (Rosavin) FlIZ% ZEHE
(Rosarin), iX 3 FAFERERETT LS YIGFR R 45
FEMEEY), RIS REE . Hp
2K IEYE R FBGVERY, R TRV B
ST R AR I B 0 B AR R, AR BT R
KW, KEGELE Y EERAMET
3%, BHEAEEA ZHRA 2 NZEER, %
Uk . SRRV . PR . BUERAT . (B
ML SRR, KRR T 45 24k 1) 245 3
BLUHIBIEGE 5 0 o 4 BRI 3 0 BB 21 5 KA I
P aa SRS &, AR B A2 T, SR R
BHAFEE I8 1000 JC/kg 247 (45 ZE4ES 2 3%),
HEZMHERNRET 2006 4, Patov Z53RiE T
2% SELE I fb A Y (R A P R £
FERARA R, BRI Y, SRR
B ML ZE AR A AT, 2017 5T B
SIAFEY . SCE R IR 2R N R R .
BEMRAHEG A M50 . RAEETLAAEG A B RRE, I
TR FE R AT T PR 58 1 T T o, i 8 3 52 g
HERGFF A T — SRR G O B . A
FABEILEG RSB IS Sz MRS, B I ok
JE) AtUGT73CS 5 A LRy AR K
R, SEEE T4 JEM A R 2019 45, i ETA
T L 5 1A T 6 A YR P W A e 4 25 W L A S
fif CaUGT3, TERWAH A TR DL T 7
IS EWI N A R, R AR
BT (4 %E4E B) % 6 FHAERREGHP.,
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2022 4, %P B BB 1,6~ % 0 A
AN CaUGT3 B sl LL UDP-AHE Ay i kit
VAR (9 B RO RE R RS Il CaUGT3!HVINTSQ,
AMTE R E D EIE T UDP-AME LG K
T B, A PR B L RS Tl A UDP-ACHE DL e 2%
FEAE W6 BGRAR 2R B RN &R & 7 K A e
R, SCIL T RIRFR 2% FEYE AL 5 ) 25 5K
4k E (Rosavin E) A Mk A R,
34 HKIEBBENESDY

PEIE TR i P A R A Hh 43 B A5 3] B —
IKEEVERIRMIREAE Y, TEIRIERE . SRR
i RSB R A b o A B iz, LR
JRIERH RS R rh & s . REE R AA T
K. brEA. PUMIESENE, . g, O]
fatin . At SO HEAME, HREFRH
I 2R IR I B HOR AR PRI, B3R
TR AR, HAEEA R, MELI 2
mig oK. NS5 A A E T A1) AR 4
7 20 B 3% 3% S AR W) A A BOR AR T i R A
R, 2016 AEAFFE A b5 | ASK A IR IF Y
7 SR A B AUCL  KIGFF I 4-57 3%
R 3L R -3- 72 AL
3-monooxygenase, HpaBC), >k H LA I ZLIR
Jiii & B (lactatedehydrogenase, LDH) DA}k H ¥
M E R LR A I (rosmarinic acid synthase,
RAS) CbRAS, i 7555 7% 5L h s ol g
LT R AR R B R TR, IR
130 mg/L, [R]HH & 3% B4 AR RE A L 55 mg/L
F1R) 32 326 A IR 25 Bl i T R S LR DY . kAL
Z B BN R 8 T R K AT 6 A= W i Ak G ik
EETRIAMY), Kk At4CL Fl CbRAS, Jf4r
AU IMAR ) At4CL BRI FEMIHERR . &2
MR BT BRIR A- R BN N IR A 3.,4- R BN IR
DL S CORAS IR AR L FLIR 4-FR BN BE LR
3,4- R HORSETIIR . WAk FI R, A 34

(4-hydroxyphenylacetate
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FE R LA BRTE AL 21 S5 1 P,
ARG USRS R HE T 275 2019 4ESE
MIT 5 A BAGE 2 22 20 4 50 Bl - AR P AR Sk
R DIRESEAEAT T #HY) Phacelia campanularia
H R 3 7 R A W UE B 2020 4F- Babaei
SETETRIP 9 ) v XA W) 2K R R G R A
Ffim b E A B LA R R R R R B, I A
WA T 5.93 mg/L K EFMRTY,
3.5 ERXCEELRLEYEHBHER
T ) K U5 ) 2R £ BE 1T (phenylethanoid
glycosides, PhGs) KRR Y& —RE LT
TG, BA 2 EEE, RO
KB TR B, oo EahE A b
WA RN IR B FOREEE (5 TR M . N
Wb . HETZE /AT 572 FhR 2L S
ARy B, UL R R AY)
G IR ENT , X 2% PhGs 6 BUERAIZ
b AEARE A A Ry D X 2R A S A
B ARG RE, ARG A ], HA g
BA TR 5 2 R RS IR A T O 5 R T TR T R Al
BE A, 2/ UDP-#j%j, 14> UDP-Z=HE, 7£
W B 7% T R Tk S 5 A% B BAHD A4 T 24
WA AG T . M2 vl (Ligustrum robustum) A
KRERyURHY, WP E B BEAERH .
AT | S5 U A SR U B %520 27
PhGs, B8 & Wi s & ik T8 10%L |,
A2 pTFEAS [ A IHE |, 1 o PhGs 2H %
BT 2 R AEUE FFE AT A LA PhGs % 2 = Fh 2R
Z 1 L. robustum BRFFERT G A8 P sl o0 #r
VRSB RE Y 7 vk, BT AE ) 3228 2 PhGs
WA G EE, B8 TS H5ERKCITEE
B S 0TH B A& U 3 MRS
B FLrP A A AL R M UGT85AFS M fb Jik i
FINLLE KA WP UGT79GT i
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AT A AR B RASHE L
UGT79A19 fitfbant1F B AE S8 25 L0 viiT B, It
Gh, FEZFP7” PhGs MIMEY) (GLFEHLEE . TR |
ZIRR AR HAEBLT UGT79G7 AL (—
L) 80%), ZARHPSLIR IR UF A A M R AL
e, W T UGT79GT 5t R REAL S v ZEAE
Y1 PhGs & it #rh LA B EAE N . UGT79G7 .
UGT79A19 55 b 5L 5% 7% g 1Y) T g 48 8 ALK
PhGs A¥)G ifdtriefit ¥ =%, M HA PhGs
A W 2 A AR AL T ThRE T

4 ERHEUSMBMENEL &5

AV — R E R S A A IS
Y, ekt h iz AR, AR A A
B2kt ATEASEESH L THEMTE.
RARUER 2 BB . 35 ok L% B 2 M e
HhJE T AW, T ILAE, BE LRSS KR W)
A6 BGEAR AR , SR W B 20 5 AR et
RIS T — Wik, &k, 56 71030
TR A SJS A O A - B ) 2B ) B %15 3 A
PP, 2015 4 EBHIHAR R 2EMRRER G 20 2
Ak AR . Y. S L R R A B B T RE
L A BRI EE R, SEEE T BT 2R A e )
ML AIA R, 2020 AFE3% I BA SCSEBL T G
Foe A e B o B Bl A B LA R [ R
FALTE A Yy usE AL ) A AFr S 5 2H 5 i 7 TR
7 —SebfE . ORI RS HIBAT 2018 4F
FI 2020 AF%EE T FG b be AR W I OC BE o ) 1A
littorine FIFEARLEW G g2 Th G 3 N, RN
fii] R 18 JR B (phenylpyruvic acid reductase,
PPAR). FEFLIRMEIEFLME UGT1 MAFEHK
4 W (littorine synthase, LS)!"1% 2021 4
b2 B B B AR P A 5% P AT BA 5 78 g K2 T BA A
e, KMIFEE T RE WAV s P aE
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B T A B o ) S B il B o T U, A
BE IR O AR B2 e bR AL S YT RY
B MR AT LA S B A, R T A A
R IR 2 W 0 S R A B T R 1]
R NI A T B P 24 )1 5 R S B AR i
PERLTY, J— ML MR, KA Tk AW
B BAE N2 W A W A5 O P,
Xt PP 44 5 0 R 1) B AL L AT 14 SRS TR
VLR G I AT B RN 5 1125 18 S B i A 2 A A
RO R T 40 775, B — 2 A S A%
PRI 250 7= i 1k 5] 94 /LU,

5 P450 FREAE BB EERL

YA zR P450 BRTEAG Y KIR ™) %
BEPE AT RE B T R HE S RN, B
A 235 1 000 000 Z5AHY) P450 BT 519 HL,
861 MHEY) P450 15 LI % TIRE (https://erda.
Dk/public/vgrid/PlantP450/table.html), X £& P450
i = EORUE T 53 4 P4S0 BRI . HFH 5T
REMHLL, MY P450 FEAY = HAEHHEIE BN
A ABZ BETRAT 7 MY P450 i AR S5 1
WiiliE (CYP73A33. CYP74A1., CYP74A2,
CYP76AH1. CYP90B1., CYP97A3. CYP97Cl),
X E LR 1 P450 B Y Ll fi 4 AV el .
R T RPN AR, K T A Y T E AT & T
—FPJET AlphaFold [FJUR BRI F 8l f12245
FIAR R 7 T B = /3 PR PAS0 = 4k4h
¥ (plant cytochrome P450 comparative modelling,
PCPCM); [a]inf 2 1 4l BhWF5E N 53 20 #r P45 il
RS A KA, PFR A L IF & T P450
fitf F sh AL X282 )F  (plant cytochrome P450 ligand
docking, PCPLD), X KHb )5 {8 1 58 A 5t
P450 A AAE IR o0 A . A, BT
PCPCM #ll PCPLD, B 58 \ A iy T —% P450
BEAZ 8 AR AR, X R T R &
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BORAZ ARG P450 il AY 2 4 FIAH OC D) RE 23 B
E}F%[IOS]Q

UDP-HIL % B[ UGTs 4 T AU ME AL 2 bl
b EENFBZ —. TEER, 124
W O 5 R AR TP Y SCHE UGTs U 45
Y UGTs BIWTFE AR R AT 2 AR
HAiT, AT MR IE1T 75N 2H 5 4l
Wy, AT BGE R S AR IR EdE . THkE
T MWW H TR UGTs 5k
(GMind: https://github.com/JiangLab2020/ GMind).
BTz, Wy - PRELWAEY UGT
% (pUGTdb) (https://pugtdb.biodesign.ac.cn/).
IO FHAZ R P 5 1 ORI i R BT S
WAL OCHE UGT L PcR3GAT ., A5
TR TE R UGTs BIFEF IR DhRETE:
R [ R A T, T Hab R fit 7 — &
SiAHAIY) UGT Bl Y65, IR gk 1
KTHY) UGT B2 | DIRE % € M f A
YRR 70 B A= ) LTS

6 SESRZE

TP R IR P A R Y I
ROz —, HUUCTRAER Bt B, X
YR IEATE AP RO S g, AR A
TR I A9 B AL . 5 26 0 k) R DR b A B (R BT )
ity G100 F R HE Ll AR 1 T 4 R T
AL T . BT GE | A Rl
KBRS oy B AL SR KR = A5
AW G, WY, B AR
TR THERA YA EA S NE
Ao, AR Tk, gt B
FIEIREA) R AR At 20 T3, 3 24 AR
WiAeE 1 TR RLE, BEREANTRGE. Atk
R S B AN Wt 2 e A 5 B A )
IR, AR R SR 7 ) 1) i A RO ok i
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AIBLIE o

RIS, R AR 7 W 4 B 2H S ER I b
TERJER B, AVFZIREE R, B, K
ZRAAY IR I EY) G R e R AT, K
R 2y T A A BEE I B K
AR, MORBZ A AT I N 153
fiEtr, RN B R 8URIE H R, AR
TRUEY), RELAEYIRIR W6 moRAE i 3
e SE 2 E IR AR R A AE o LR B B i
Br 5 I BE TR 42 4l K 4 X T AR AR ek
Gy S B RE A2 -5 e 3 2 T 1R A 18 DD R
RO, R E 2 AR SRS
> o TP R R R O, (R AZ BT A A
KR W5 BN RETCA TR e 1 AN 838 . O ot
RETCIFHEAL L —PEXE LTI S5 N 3%, Eh 56
B+ AR A A 2 5 U A, SR AE
Pt AT 9 A W PSR A TR ) T R
T AL E AT Ji U100 T 2 A R
TR AT SR e LA 2 > T H T IIRESCiF4Z
¥ S LE W5 MG B B0, FRAS A Rl R Bk
T BT E , A BRI AEY) G
S ) 24

LU, ] S G A S U R A
AP A S AR Z AR C R, WREY KA
P A P AL B B DR (R — 5 THD
A AR FH A B T 1) 5 DR 4 B85 4 Q8 42 T
H, SCO AU i R RE R, P-4 i
ARG YIE R, SR RUE YIS Y R AR
VIR h—Jr A, 5 25 H AR ATk
Higk, @ XEAe SR E S T B g i
P& AT RAE YR BRI o S35k, A1 s
PR IR =) 05 , 25 FE B 1) IV 240 0 5 57 AN [
20 ML S A DR AL AR R, e TR IR AR R
SR A A O BT 2

e, ATARR, ORI E B KR
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FEOSCEL T BALE N, BT BT E
i3 G AR P T B B LE R 2 1
SrEEAG M, R E AR, R
2T QUELTRLRI N 2 O VRS TEST T V& A
RS, by AR A T S
PN PSS LY/ R RN IR G I E P HPeR s
M B2 R I KR T A A 1 LA R 25 1
K BE LA, (HJE, b T AL o AR W] A A E 2
YRR, HEEN RS B Wi A
5 TR AFAE R o BT 1 X e BE DR 7 il ) ¢
SEATY IR PORROR] , VR AL ol B el Js T R4
S J U A A R A B A A ] R W A
28, MEHEMHEIEM G, WIRAIE™
AR R S LI R, AR AR L AR
W LA LT S ABRE , $HE 3 oA ) i 45 B
PRIy 7 e B
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