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W E. ZWE (Uspergillus niger) £ —F T2 T LA FEIR, 2R T A BEH A fo
AAE, 1248 F BRAT AR ABERZHECH LM A . CRISPR/Cas9 AR —F4 5 2 R 89 2
MEARARBHAR, 2O FTEEZEARATZSAEFEXARNRERETLAH/RS, ¥AT
AETLEHRBGEFORA . AFRELT —H AT CRISPR/Cas9 H A8 & ALk FAFTH) A A
Yt k. B, AR SSTRNA B3-F 2 3h sgRNA &) &, MET —44A AMAI (autonomously
maintained in Aspergillus) 5| Ae45 7 B4 sgRNA Fo Cas9 2t & X R 45; F) B8 38 3R kusd A B A
#3EF R R3%i%4% (non-homologous end joining pathway, NHEJ) 15 8 #:F4 #9 & 20 F) R & 40 & #4;
RE AR AH AMAL R BR QT M, @iE R FRENRERESA sgRNA F= Cas9 2 KX R
Ao, ARk, ERARREKEA 20 bp 69 Lk FAFCHR DNA #AT AR %4, KB %
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Abstract: Aspergillus niger is an important industrial strain which has been widely used for production
of enzymes and organic acids. Genome modification of 4. niger is required to further improve its
potential for industrial production. CRISPR/Cas9 is a widely used genome editing technique for
A. niger, but its application in industrial strains modification is hampered by the need for integration of a
selection marker into the genome or low gene editing efficiency. Here we report a highly efficient
marker-free genome editing method for A. niger based on CRISPR/Cas9 technique. Firstly, we
constructed a co-expression plasmid of sgRNA and Cas9 with a replication initiation region fragment
AMAL1 (autonomously maintained in Aspergillus) by using 5S rRNA promoter which improved sgRNA
expression. Meanwhile, a strain deficient in non-homologous end-joining (NHEJ) was developed by
knocking out the kusA4 gene. Finally, we took advantage of the instability of plasmid containing AMAI
fragment to cure the co-expression plasmid containing sgRNA and Cas9 through passaging on
non-selective plate. With this method, the efficiency of gene editing reached 100% when using
maker-free donor DNA with a short homologous arm of 20 bp. This method may facilitate investigation

of gene functions and construction of cell factories for 4. niger.

Keywords: Aspergillus niger; CRISPR/Cas9; marker-free; genome editing; non-homologous end-joining
(NHEJ); homologous recombination
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fiti 4 AEARAIE sgRNA (115 % 83, AU 550%
HREE, T H sgRNA Mk xHms", 5
MRE S FAEE, T RS 3 F AT E HH A
HDV #% i, A ARXTE g, H I BUS s+ 5
A RS RS, (52 31— 2B BRI . Zheng
SEEI A RNA A B 8 F——U6 JH3h
FIHsh sgRNA [k, FEHGEICR A
79%. A T 43 H AR, Zheng 50 4k
T LA 5S rRNA JH3IT1EHN sgRNA £ik)Fzh 1
) CRISPR/Cas9 R %, % & Gukk H 4B &
ik 100%, Uil 5S rRNA JE 8 Fe— P IEw i
HYJE 3 sgRNA Fik i sl

{H/%, Zheng %5PI# 37 () CRISPR/Cas9 %
GEE TR N AR I, TR BRI A A e
prRic (MERPIMRFE R E) Wk, &
R A BE PR AR DA BR, BRic A9 ORI FE R 42K
ol B ST BB T R AR i HL, 7E TR AR
F14) A s el R RS el B R PR AR T Y R,
Ga U PEARIC 3 A B R 4 o Bl 255 D o 5 110 22 IR
Y G R R R, TR 4 RN 22 56 D 4 4
TEERFR TP, JOR GRS R R 4 b
RAFAGEBEAR I, RS G T 3% 22 5L X g 4
I AR TC ) TR, RO 4 e 1 5 R 44 % 1Y) ]
#]. CRISPR/Cas9 3 [H 4 5 F AR FLH A & il e
IR IIBERY AMAL (autonomously maintained in
Aspergillus) R BRI, T 2R ERH BT
TR F R BEE TR, 1991 4E, Gems %!
UL S 2 b 2 B B T AMATL i BL
KL pARpl, KI AMAL J B 7E 22 R B3 ) 0k
th BRI IAThAE. 1994 4E, Verdoes 5!
RIEH AMAL R B ok 76 28 il 8 p e feal
ZHEm 10-100 £, ZJ5 AMAL R B 12 H
T Bl B ) ORI A EE . 1997 4F, Aleksenko %7
IR AT H AMAL Fr B Bk 7e A 8 &
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WMo ELR . BN —ARE g T2
RELTE CRISPR/Cas9 1Y 5L A Sk, 87 b % ik
Cas9 5 Ml (5X) sgRNA , ikt o] FE K 4 rp 2k &
Cas9 FH BN Cas9 & FAIRFELR IR A
BN 5 [R) s 7 5 R g i 0 S AR 2 oy o TG
YO EIR TR, o T HitE kAT
AN ARG F R, 2016 4F, Pohl %[
THRTE S i R AMATL B2k
PEALBERL YN-2, hCas9-sgRNA F B fil sgRNA-
amdS 7 B A g E A M T S B AR IC 1Y
SN Gi%E . (HALA DNA T2 1 kb £ 47 Y[R
R, HemBEmm e b EZ e, MERrRt
A E . 2019 4F, Van Leeuwe &5U7E 5l
AT TR EEARIC B S A A ST, R
Fl PtRNAP®' JH 3 sgRNA AYEE, FIAH#EN
AMA1 F B Ay ikl pFC332-sgRNA H3% ik
sgRNA Fl Cas9 & [, £5R—LLHL P A% 948 4%
RAUN 66.7%, HAA DNA FIBEF KKK
[ 5 (800—1 000 bp). A AR Ay JL Al T
AEJE PIRNA™' J3 8l sgRNA Fik AR A
2020 4, Vanegas % I7E Bl & P SEEL T AUH
60 bp [F] 5 (9 oL £EbR D ik DNA #E1THY
TC R BEbRIC A JE DR g B, (E2 A AT 0 Y 2
CRISPR/ LbCpfl R4t , i H 4w 80K A TF 5,
SR AT RE SR B2 U3 J3 31 1A 36 sgRNA 1Y
RIBMEAEA K,

FOSR &M 22 R 5 317 W R & A
(homologous recombination, HR) FJHEFRARAL,
Ji PR TR 220 B b WU DNA /) W 2B S 1
AE AP K % % #%  (non-homologous end joining
pathway, NHEJ) {56 T HR, FrLMRZ 858
I BT NHEJ 25 k45 HR AR,
Meyer 25U 5 200, A% kusA (Ku70 & H 4
T FER) mTLAFHWr NHEJ 8%, A5 a0 ik
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PRI ) 28 AR A, S WFAERUA L HR $85 70%;
111 HL kuusA 5 PR 802K 9 25 4 DA R A= K s il B
W, AR A 5S rRNA 5 sh 73 3h
sgRNA [k, M THT AMAL BHlE G
FrBLBY sgRNA FI Cas9 ik ks ; 6] B8 3
MR kusA FEH, 3RS —kk NHEJ &2 BLE
o K R VR A B s SRS R & A AMAL B
JORE 8 AN R R M 2o TS T T AR A AR S BB
PEORLAG 58, I EE Sy T —Fh s sk ik B b
e R L A R vk . T IR ER A
20 bp [Al I 1Y TCEE PR IC A DNA #E 17 58 ]
i a, R AARSCRWRIAE] 100%, %7k
Sy B il B R TR 3 RE B W AT RN AN M T A R
BEE T Al

1 #R5F%

1.1
L11 E#RFIERE

AT T FH 04 2 T i g SR it 8 ot o A=
P2 AnP1.0, KIFF# (Escherichia coli) DH5a
T Bk, BT HEMR IR 1, AR5 H]
G754 PDA. CM, MM, MMS, MMS I
2B, ARS8 Arentshorst 2k
FIECH], FERA MMS K532 IR I8 mmnE A
S5HEACIR AR MMS 2 BUIR 88 i 2& %
(hygromycin B, hyg) $itf.

F1 FMRFAAEK

1.1.2 FZEiKFH

il 2% B 2B BT AR BT B ) 4 B Arentshorst
A U948 el , PrimeSTAR Max DNA
Polymerase . T4 DNA Ligase. Bg/ Il . BamH 1 .
Nhe 1 Xho 1 75 FREIPERZIR N DIEGE A %A= 9
T (Ki%) ABRAF,Pac 1 #1 Bbs 1 5 NEB
AT, WER B WA KT RBEREA R
7N
1.1.3 3|4

AR SEE i S 113k 2 B o
1.2 7%
1.2.1 CRISPR/Cas9 I RIHE

sgRNA LI 5S rRNA b i sh P17 &5,
BT RS R Zheng %PN%3, 75 5'UR R
M Xho 1F1 Bgl 1 EIEEYIAL AL, 78 3 5m#s
Pac 1 WBGVIAL A, XA RBE G . A
M@ 4 CRISPOR (http://crispor.tefor.net/) Ci%
CHOPCHOP (http://chopchop.cbu.uib.no/) 7 £k
BT, 833 Bbs 1 i) pUCS7-sgRNA ¥4 LAY
PO R P S R B kL, Mg E pUCST-
sgRNA-target 4L Tk (B 1A). H Bgl 11/
Pac 1Y) pUC57-sgRNA-target Jii i 15 2
ZEPMER) sgRNA-target Rk & B, #HF
FERBENE U] pFC332, KMl JS 9 pFC332
KLY sgRNA-target #ih& B, WL
pFC332 target-sgRNA #[u] ik (& 1B).

Table 1  Strains used in this study

Names Genotypes/plasmids References

AnP1.0 Pectinase Aspergillus niger Our lab

DH5a - Our lab

DH5a-sgRNA pUC57-sgRNA From BGI Genomics Co., Ltd.
DH5a-Cas9 pFC3320% Addgene

AnP1.1 AalbA This study

AnP2.1 AalbA, AkusA::DR-prtT-DR This study

&B: 010-64807509
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x2 KARFASY
Table 2 Primers used in this study

Primer name Primer sequences (5'—3") Size (bp)
sgRNA-albAl1 F CACCAGTGGGATCTCAAGAACTAC 24
sgRNA-albAl R AAACGTAGTTCTTGAGATCCCACT 24
sgRNA-prtT F CACCAGATGTGATCTAGATCCGCG 24
sgRNA-prtT R AAACCGCGGATCTAGATCACATCT 24
GHsgRNA-kusAl F CACCTGATGATAAGACCCTACGGT 24
GHsgRNA-kusAl R AAACACCGTAGGGTCTTATCATCA 24
GHsgRNA-kusA3 F CACCAGAAAGGCATATAAGTTCGG 24
GHsgRNA-kusA3 R AAACCCGAACTTATATGCCTTTCT 24
AlbA 100 F GACGAGCTCCACGAAGTCT 19
AlbA 100 R TGGCCTTGAATGACGCGG 18
DFkusA F AACCAGATATTCACATCCAGAGCGC 25
DFkusA R ccgegeggatctagatcacatct ACCGTAGGGTCTTATCATCACCATGG 49
DRkusA F agatgtgatctagatccgcgcggAGACCAAGTAACCTTTTCGCCTGAT 48
DRkusA R TGGAAGCGCAGTGATAGGCTTGA 24
sgRNALF CCGCTCGAGAACTGCTGAGATCTCACATACGACCACAGG 39
sgRNALR CGCGGATCCAAAAAAGCACCGACTCGG 27
D60kusA F GGCGCTTGTTCATCATAACCGAC 23
D60kusA R ACTGGCTCACCGAAGTCCC 19
D40kusA F GACAATGACAACCCCCATGGTG 22
D40kusA R GAGCGCCTTCTGTTCATCAGG 21
D20 kusAF TGATGATAAGACCCTACGGT 20
D20 kusAR GCGAAAAGGTTACTTGGTCT 20

lowercase letters — 23 bp prtT sequence.

—

A WO T anaa tarcet C -B5 sgRNAcassette | %~ B35 sgRNA cassette2 #-
I’ ——
s PCR ¢
+ Bbs I = ; m
st e _ Xho 1 /Bgl I ES sgRNAcassette2 1
@ ,vuiCTTETDG_ tho I /BamH 1
! + DNA ligase
T6 E5 seRNA cassette 2 sgRNA cassette 1 5~

1 ALK R DNA B9 A: sgRNA RIAEMIE; B: pFC332_target-sgRNA FJHE ; C: sgRNA
FIRGMERE; D: TEFEIRICHHA DNA By, [#H BioRender.com 7EZk il /E
Figure 1 Schematic representation of the plasmid and donor DNA construction. (A) Construction of sgRNA

cassette. (B) Construction of pFC332_target-sgRNA. (C) Thread of the sgRNA cassettes. (D) Construction of
marker-free donor DNA fragments. Created with BioRender.com.
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1.2.2 ZEE{Is sgRNA RiIZE R 1K DNA
B Ryt

HEAT 22 R R G R N, 5 ER IBE S B
UL RS sgRNA KK &, Joor ik # s~
MY sgRNA ik & Jirkl pUCS57-sgRNA-target 1,
pUCS57-sgRNA-target 2 %, SRJ5H sgRNA %
e LW AN BamH 1 BV 5 1)
T4 PCR 4 HE K3k & sgRNA-target 2, H]
Xho 1/BamH 1 M) sgRNA Eik& 2 F B
H Xho 1/Bgl 11 H§Y] pUC57-sgRNA-target 1,
W Tl V15 9 20 R e B o A A B S
B sgRNA EiL& ikl pUC57-sgRNA-target
2-sgRNA-target 1 (& 1C); [FI¥In] LIFyaH &F
LA E ) sgRNA R TR, KA E Y
pUC57-sgRNA-target 2-sgRNA-target 1 5ot Bgl 11/
Pac 1 [ifiV]153)] sgRNA-target 2-sgRNA-target 1 J
BL FRB Y G 1Y sgRNA 635 &% $£5) pFC332
A I, #4%E pFC332-sgRNA-target 2-sgRNA-target 1
bl (K 1B). JCBEFR AR IC 1wl B it 4
DNA 5 Bt 36 U A3 o5 194 353 1) 26 47 45 100 bp [1)
G JEE, RE B —A4> 20 bp AU TR 1 PAM
JEANESE, WX Y E S PCR 15 2 {it{& DNA
A Bt (K 1D). K kusd Bt E 1D 514 1
Al 4 PCR §738 AnP1.1 FERHA 5], 4% 1t
& DNA R B AHR 51 B B kusd Fr Bt
=3,
123 FEHE IR R FIFIE

Jir A AR Y il 25 B A 2 8 Arentshorst
UM, LT ARG IR 5-7 d, BRI
T MM+200 pg/mL hyg *F-#lz, 30 CHi# 2-3 d,
FRAGRIFRBGE /22 T 1.5 mL 8048,
T 50 uL 10xTE FA A R, $R35 10 1 22 5
B, BT 700 Wn# 2 min, SRJ5 7R
7K 2 min, 13 000xg &> 1 min, WEHL 10 pL
VEERAR . FHEUES 31T PCR 314 ¥ )

&B: 010-64807509

FEPAL, R A TR PRIy 30 i 55 Bt i W 8 Mg v Uk
B9 o
124 $BERKAAEX

# AMAL F BOR B O e, fETJo ik
BN B 0% o PRECE IE IE B 19 5% Ak 1 7E
MM THitk AT ARl g, AR
Cas9-sgRNA ki, FHRHCAR 7% T MM “FAR
ERIZ, WA REZ N RETE . EREAH
P75 53 A AE MM i Rl MM+200 pg/mL hyg ~F
M b RN AE 28 Bk X R, 7E MM Al A
N 18 O T 2 i = NI < B 5 1 VA R NI |
P, FTHT T —RIERgE, KZHEKRE
PRI PRS2 BBk 2 2R bk

2 ERSAM

2.1 CRISPR/Cas9 RFEME R REWER
3 JiF

F ) CRISPR/Cas9 R4 AR & A1k
i e AR B F R R TR pFC3321200k [m] st
223K Cas9 2 1 Fll sgRNA (& 1B)., Cas9 F&[H 7
GIAVE T BRI B R AT, e PEUR Hh 25 % 0 1 1 D
GFPEAR A I A2 L 3 o i n T e 5 5 SV40,
Cas9 Hi#4 5 #h 2 15 4 AL R 3 T tef1 JR 35
ik ZOEF tefl K1k, B 5S tRNA JG 8+
Ja 3 sgRNA U35, 5S rRNA 7EE N # RNA
REM 1 %55, N Cas9-sgRNA & H5YIHIIE
AR FE Y sgRNA; 5S rRNA EA B 45
¥ (58 tRNA %545 H http://rna.tbi.univie.ac.at//
cgi-bin/RNAWebSuite/RNAfold.cgi Wi i),
BEA W5 i Z 85 1) spacer, LA T4 sgRNA ‘B 22
FIEEF, PTIAROE R Cas9-sgRNA &5 ¥t
ARSI T R g (1 3A). 8 T I
CRISPR/Cas9 RGHIVEH], FATERFE e
REAH (PKS) MIFEH albd Jy 2 ih 5 A 05
K. albAd #fi%5H PKS J& & ARG FE—
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K, HLo AR AN BT LI o A F T AL R A
HEHE T 1.2.1 A9 @50 1] JUk. pFC332_albA-
sgRNA (5% 3), H LB &K AnP1.0, JEiT
17 B0, 7R AL S K CRISPR/Cas9 28 45 ik ik
ISRy V.

R T IHER sgRNA Rk &2 L BB UA
FE VORI A AR S D gm0 sy, FRATTI K
TWFh T —FhRH sgRNA-albd FiEGH
By pFC332 ki, i —Fk sgRNA-
albA ik & Brifi A F| pFC332 4 i
pFC332_albA-sgRNA ki i 1764k . SR 5 BEML
AT 2 22 0 P L 4% B LR UG Ak - 2 D 3]
MM HiPEFAR B35 I F g7 B s (151 2B).
GEIRFH . YA sgRNA-albd RiE&EREYS
pFC332 Fuki bbb, 70 AL+ H{L—A4>
AT EEZ SR A A (K 2B 201 T
R, albAd WIEH G BORN 1.4%; T H
pFC332_albA-sgRNA BRI #E AT AL, 59 5%
F A2 A R TIKFE, albd 13
DR AR AR ] T 100%, BiHK sgRNA Fik
& vabE S| pFC332 JFukr i b AT 5% A i 2k [H iy
X BTt A B sgRNA #iA& 5 pFC332
AR HE P g 07 =0, X FTRe S R h E i A
PRI X T2 R BEAE I P 25 5 i R i A o
24 sgRNA-albd Fik& B 5 pFC332 Fukidt

®3 AWRHEERRK
Table 3 Plasmids constructed in this study

AL IR 70 ML, TR R YU R
E¥REERAE 69 MBI AR
B, UL TR 28 5 A\ H R 58 I R 2
PR, 7 Je 2 1 PR R S 3, R A sgRNA
FR B TLRER pFC332 ik FiEFT. BEMLPREL
BRI TR ICEE R 4H , FH 514 ATbA 100 F I
AIbA 100 R #£47 PCR ¥ 50 55 Xk, Jfak
R BUE, 25 A 2A Fros . FO07 8 X 3
AT IR g AR FE R gy % 4 i
AR B R 548, Horp 21 5 42 5 R B
AN P25 R B, WAL AAEE 7 0
B, 30 5 TR PR A I 3 DR A A Al A —
AL, BIRAE T BERL ., Phik— 2y
AL FT7E MM hi- AR R BoRn, an
Tk 1.2.4 Fims, SWREICFRIERE, 2
A 85%H LT RRBORL (12/14), Pkik—1
FkL &R AL TR AE N AnPL.L, H T 4L
) 3 R 4
2.2 kusA EF B E KA E

kusA %t 9 Ku70 8 F /& DNA XUsE W 244
2 NHEJ f2ny Qs r, MR RU,  kusd
DK Y R T v . NHET 1B 57264, B
T 1R 220K A 0 TR VR TR AR A ST
I BB kusA FEPIA #EE NHET Blefs R ik, $25
TR R 11 [R) Y ZH AR

Plasmid name Gene name  An# (gene) Target sequences PAM References
pUC57_albA-sgRNA albA An09g05730 AGTGGGATCTCAAGAACTAC TGG This study
pUC57_kusA3-sgRNA kusA An15g02700 TGATGATAAGACCCTACGGT CGG This study
pUC57_kusA1-sgRNA kusA Anl15g02700 AGAAAGGCATATAAGTTCGG TGG This study
pUCS57 _prtT-sgRNA AGATGTGATCTAGATCCGCG CGG This study
pFC332_albA-sgRNA albA An09g05730 AGTGGGATCTCAAGAACTAC TGG This study
pFC332 kusA3-1-sgRNA  kusA An15g02700 TGATGATAAGACCCTACGGT CGG This study
AGAAAGGCATATAAGTTCGG TGG
pFC332 priT-sgRNA AGATGTGATCTAGATCCGCG CGG This study

http://journals.im.ac.cn/cjben
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A Original TCCICICIC

pFC332 _albA-sgRNA

2 albA ERE WL

pFC332+sgRNA-albA

A: BALT albd FEWF AR B i T RivEBIG. £

pFC332 albA-sgRNA kit 1AL G #5 1L F; 4. pFC332 Fl sgRNA £ik & A Be I fe AL f5 5L 1

Figure 2 Genome editing of 4. niger at albA site. (A) Alignment of partial sequences of albA4 gene. (B) The
colony color of transformants. Left: transformants for pFC332 albA-sgRNA; right: transformants for pFC332

and sgRNA cassette.

kusA B& PR RS PE 00U AU R, B AL A
BLss, PAMAS BUEE BT R E , [FIRHEE A LT
PEEPRIC LA DNA H Bt (B 30). itk DNA
J B UM W7 24067 55 42 47 45 100 bp [FIRE,
[N _E—~ 23 bp ML )F S priT (20 bp 1
B2 751 F PAM JFAN), At b [R] i 20 B
DR-prtT-DR . ¥ Bkl pFC332 kusA3-1-sgRNA
AR U8 & 40 A Bt DR-prtT-DR 3 [A] %% 1k %]
AnP1.1 BREH, REPLPEZE 6 LT HREUE
K4H, FI514% DFkusA F #il DRkusA R PCR §
BRE . AR A T IRIEE DL, PCR J5 B Mgt
S HL UK 57y 223 bp, W& 730 bp., HL
IKEERME 3B i, Hr, 3 Mg
TE 250 bp A, KAEREEHER , KA
NHEJ JESBE A E T % bk & A R IR SR 41
REH 50%. Pt ALk HEL [R] R 5 41 A% TR AR I
ISR, M e g R BR, prtT 85 F 5 E I
WS B IE A kusd FERA S (8 3F), %
W kusA FENPEREER , NHEJ 1852 Sl 5 B bk
ATy, T 124 BRELER, K5

&B: 010-64807509

NHEJ SFE E Ak AnP2.1,
2.3 NHEJ SRBEVEE IR ELH R E I
TR AnP2.1 B BRI [FIR AL AR, AR
WFFELESE ALY priT 7 588 & — B ok B bric
1) kusd KRBt (K 3D). ¥k pFC332
prtT-sgRNA FIHEIK kusd (730 bp) 5 A Btk
AnP2.1, BKBUNAE AL TIRBCGEHA, H51Y
DFkusA F il DRkusA R PCR ¥ ¥4 5641F . Bhiflg b
B LK &5 FAN R 3E fis , FrA #4742 7E
730 bp A7, REAL T E A LALA DNA,
KAFRFEEHABCER 100%., LELEREN,
NHEJ i i 78 TR A £ (o FH A B 98 0 S 1) 5801
pFC332/5S rRNA-sgRNA J:[H it 240, A0t
$E 730 bp WfEIA DNA H BN SMET, Hkk
KA RNIE FE A RCR K 100%
2.4 {#{K DNA BEiEEKERMMKIL
RRFEA R B W i A DNA X5
R g R sE R, ASBIFFE BT T AN [ B () U5
MIHEAR DNA SEATHAL SR . 76 1R 2.3 it
& kusA W IRIIER 53 546 5 2 60, 40 F1 20 bp,

P<: cjb@im.ac.cn
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C : |
I s
albA - e ‘
— > s
B E- M1 2 3456 7 89101112
750 bp 750 bp
250 bp
Original [@ XXXKXKXXKNKKXKXKXXKKXREY
Knockout & GATGIGATCTAGATCCGCGCGEY
3 EEREREREIE A albd FERGERER; B: kusd SENREREAE; C: kusd JEH R

Mg ; D: NHEJ BfARI bR IRl R R B E: kusd FEH VR E AL PCR BE; F. prtT 855005
XTI . X AR R mi R 231, & A, C #1 D H] BioRender.com £ £k il {F

Figure 3 4. niger genome editing strategies and validation. (A) Schematic diagram of the a/b4 gene editing.
(B) Diagnostic PCR of the kusA locus. (C) The knockout strategy of kus4 gene. (D) Schematic diagram of

homologous recombination of NHEJ-deficient strain. (E) Diagnostic PCR of the kusA locus homologous
recombination. (F) Alignment of partial sequences of prtT. X: knockout sequence. Figure A, C and D were

created with BioRender.com.
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Figure 4 Diagnostic PCR of the transformants edited with homologous arms of different length. Lane 1-10:
60 bp homologous arms. Lane 11-17: 40 bp homologous arms. Lane 18—19: 20 bp homologous arms.
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