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Preparation of Mycobacterium tuberculosis EsxV lipid
nanoparticles subunit vaccine and its immunological
characteristics
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Abstract: To prepare a lipid nanoparticle (LNP)-based subunit vaccine of Mycobacterium
tuberculosis (Mtb) antigen EsxV and study its immunological characteristics, the LNP
containing EsxV and c-di-AMP (EsxV:C:L) was prepared by thin film dispersion method, and
its encapsulation rate, LNP morphology, particle size, surface charge and polyphase dispersion
index were measured. BALB/c mice were immunized with EsxV:C:L by nasal drops. The levels
of serum and mucosal antibodies, transcription and secretion of cytokines in lung and spleen,
and the proportion of T cell subsets were detected after immunization. EsxV:C:L LNPs were
obtained with uniform size and they were spherical and negatively charged. Compared with
EsxV:C immunization, EsxV:C:L mucosal inoculation induced increased sIgA level in
respiratory tract mucosa. Levels of IL-2 secreted from spleen and ratios of memory T cells and
tissue-resident T cells in mice were also elevated. In conclusion, EsxV:C:L could induce
stronger mucosal immunity and memory T cell immune responses, which may provide better
protection against Mtb infection.

Keywords: Mycobacterium tuberculosis; EsxV; cyclic dimeric adenosine monophosphate;
liposome nanoparticles; subunit vaccine

45 K9 (tuberculosis, TB)JE M 454 B H A SERIEMRT ARG XD i

i (Mycobacterium tuberculosis, Mtb)% I 1% jE
YL SR A8 AL G, SRR T8 Y e R it
RV R B Y . 2021 4R T
AR, k& TB I 1 060 J7, it
27160 M, F4r 1 (Bacille Calmette-Guérin,
BCG)J& 13 B 7 (Mycobacterium  bovis) s 25 1
JEWT, EME—RISHLIER TB WG . &
i, BCG RIS LA TB YRR K 0%-80%",
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CE L= AN AL R VA - 7Sty /SN S8 L3 e
5, BENE PR LI AN R AR S S R A
W, WA 4, A3 Mtb 5075 B 2
TBWISEMEENEZ—. I, Mtb T2l
WP IE A, HATE EARIRILE A Mtb
WAL R R AP Y S LN B T kA, ABEA
BORIBHLAR B Sy SR IR, T Mitb
JERUE TR B A BE VR TB BRI & P i



B SRS RITE BsxV ISRE GRS (E S A5 & R BB

BTz —.

TR, A 5 T A BILAA S S
I O o S 71 N R LB oy | b Lo |
= R Z W, BCG fEHl il i E %k —
SE B G PR, BOA R AR A
SEH MR Z—. BCG 5 Mtb Y3 22 5 X 5§,
(region of difference, RD)%mfit— L H.A 4 y% 5
PEPLE . EsxV fEH RD9 [X Rv3619c JE K 4fid
B —Fh o W 1, AAATE T Mtb Hr o A1, EsxV
5 TB ikt 6 kDa K915 A0 HT)5 (6 kDa
early secretory antigen target, ESAT-6)1]J& T Mtb
H WXG100 85 500 ZE ARG b RZ8EN
CRBFTE Al B T 4 Sy b A e, PRtk
SRR R I — PR SR . BER R,
EsxV ZWLN IR E 5 S0 . /NRIERIR %
JEAT Thl BIAAM Sy F s, H AT S 1Y Sz i
B R — R E T B R AT R (cyclic
diadenosine monophosphate, c-di-AMP)/&{FF Mtb
SEANTA T R ISR A5 A, LRI I
BT B T B B AR R A R ML AA iR B0 1 3 o Pk e
PO AR TR TSR B, c-di-AMP /Eh
B (iR 5 ESAT-6. EsxV 2K (13 8 7 20 f
FENEL, TR IR A HURTE S A AR SN
R 5 1 4 2 1 28 KO e A B g 12
SIHTIED, ATRER EsxV #l c-di-AMP #F A RFIE
B, WERIRAR DA S S sl ),

B TR 40 K Wik (lipid nanoparticles, LNP)
Pl S B Py B A P CIRNY 59 50 & i = ok 1]
FRE A B ik R, NAYMA L. &
YA A T Ao il & | e SF
HEPIFHIBTIE N A U 0 B
HF EsxV MBI I3 T c-di-AMP ] LNP
MV HA7 % 1 (Esx Vic-di-AMP:LNP, EsxV:C:L),
FF 5T HO 3 26 R e e R AR 5 1/ VR S
Y SV o
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1A

1.1 iR

K BRRENE (soy lecithin) 1 —Ad i ik KLm N ik
-3 2 2000 (1,2-distearoyl-sn-glycero-
3-phosphoethanolamine-N-[methoxy(polyethylene
glycol)-2000], DSPE-PEG2000)Ily H 74 % Ktz 4=

YIRHE A R R IR RS B H ARk 2
F; A LI (NaCl) . BE IR — & 41 (NaH,PO,) il
A (NaOH) W A KT & FHE 40 ik T
FR/NHE]; c-di-AMP 4 H InvivoGen 2y H], EsxV
ifb E ARSI Z AT 55 Lowry B
JE 0 2R 0 b R SR AR A PR A
AR 12 42 1k ) i (horseradish peroxidase, HRP)
FRiCB I EH/N L IgG. IgA . IgM. IgGl .
IgG2a, IgG2b Fl 1gG3 M H InCellGene LLC.2
wl; /B IFN-y. IL-2 F1 IL-10 4t A P A6 i
FIE Y A Invitrogen A ] ; RNA $2HOGAF £
W H Omega N w]; Wi sRiRI &I H Vazyme
owls WA MR B TR B eBioscience
NI
1.2 K4

6-8 JEIMEM: JC R 7 B i (specific pathogen-
free, SPF) BALB/c /MBI H 25 4222 B KA S0 06
bl s ERE B R S sy oo R A
SR HH A ot EAELHES . 20190213), %
i 3R JE I 25 T S g sl ) N TE DGR
1.3 TE{fIj%HE EsxV:C:L 895 &

KR A B 4 Bsx VIR TR 94 K it
HA BN REVE . FREL 20 mg IHEEEAIA 20 mL
ToKCEE, TE 50 °C/KIE T ok, A
120 mg K S BR@EAG 720 v il s ERIR ST
52 S B2 7E 50—60 r/min ., 50 °C 4514 T s e Jig
MR KRR RORE, HEIRM OB IRE,
BEJS A 60 mL pH 7.0 BYRERR Eh 2% nhis i
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(phosphate buffer solution, PBS), [A] B} in A
0.004 8 g ] DSPE-PEG2000, 7E 52 °C/KI&# [
S5 E T T iz B0 VG B O 1 A MSEK A i M, Ak 2k
50 °C/K¥% 2 h, B EERRIA. voKis T
710 min, SRMFREN: @A S s, [AEKS s,
#2000 W, HAEZHE, 50 °CKIB 1 h, AP
PARHE PR, Lowry A EsxV Hi 5 4E
HE . MRS IA 500 ug EsxV Hi)it
1 167 pg c-di-AMP, TR LARIRESF#E R, BP
WA EsxV:C:Lo [FIR}, #RE bl S8l & A
EsxV fil c-di-AMP [1J%5 [1 LNP, 4 °CIR74 .
1.4 W ERNEE EsxV:C:L S XN E

F| FH M B0 F Lowry ¥EAGI LNP
EsxV W%, B 1 mL EsxV:C:L &F 5 mL
P BSOS 30 000 r/min , 4 °CHEEHEES .0 3 h,
U Ei% . Lowry LA i E AR,
AR ()5 EsxV:C:L W EsxV 3K,

{5 R=BsxV EEMATE-BsxV & HEH
JEU)/EsxV LR BT < 100% (1)
1.5 FRAEAEN

1 mL LNP &I A BB ST, &T
Ih IR ST AR BE ORI % P4, Rzl LNP Rz A
Z A3 848 B (polyphasic dispersion index, PDI)
TR zeta FLAL, BRAFE S EELLNE 3 1K
1.6 EIEWE

KBS R T e (7, B LNP IR A2 10 pL
WA, IR S min J5UE4UR £ 24
WM, FIRACE 2 min BT BRI 2% R
VRT3 min, f P B4R 36 2 40 60
Yo, BT o R X E TS S
T, Vg LNP I AHHE .
1.7 MR&EE

Bt BALB/c HEPE 6-8 JE/NER 20 1, FEHL
A5 4, BIIE® X% BEZH (Naive) . 2511 LNP 4]
(LNP). EsxV &4 (EsxV). EsxV HEHBEA
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c-di-AMP 4 (EsxV:C) fll EsxV:C LNP %
(EsxV:C:L). 5 /N B 430 251 Sa 3 12 5 93 PBS
25 LNP, 15 pg EsxV., 15 ug EsxV 15 ug
c-di-AMP EsxV:C:L LNP (1% 15 pg EsxV #1 5 ng
c-di-AMP) 50 uL/ ., [alf% 2 A, e 4 k. R
RESE R 4 JE 5 A /I B g2 g 2 K F
1.8 ELISA JE# Ak F

/NERUR R ERERCML, 37 °CHFE: 30 min, 5 000 r/min
B0 4 min, BUME-20 °CIRAE, FEJG, S
@ 1 mL PBS & HFERTE AN, fO I HETE
5 WK i H BT Ve E 18 W& (bronchial alveolar lavage
fluid, BALF), 2 000 r/min &.[> 5 min, H 35
—20 °CRAF o JH ] 42 il 3K 5 95 W FfF 25 (enzyme
linked immunosorbent assay, ELISA): s il [fiL 7
FIERE R AR . bR LA 1 pg
EsxV & HPUE, 451 A 100 pL MLk (1:200
i )1 100 uL BALF JsAE b —41, 37 °CHF
H 1 h; PBST % 3K fFMIA 100 uL HRP
FRiCAIL AT/ 1gG L IgA \1gM |\ 1gG1.1gG2a,
IgG2b F1 1gG3 (34K 1:5 000 FB)WE R —Hi,
37 °CHFE 1 h; PBST £ 5, TMB & €4, 2 mol/L
H,SO, 21k B A, EEFR{UKN ODysoo
1.9 qRT-PCR #&iffi¢H 4R 40 A B F 5% 3%
K

BUNEA IR, R RNA #2505 £ 1
BUZH 2R RNA, FI6GEEEER I RNA
W FF RNA 56 5% hy ¢cDNA, SEH & & PCR
(real-time fluorescence quantitative polymerase
chain reaction, qRT-PCR)F& Il ifn-y . il-2 il il-10
sk K, /NE gapdh 1IN S EE R L A3
5175 W3R 1,
1.10 ELISA JE%6 7 A% 40 B 28 Rl [ -+ 43 b
KFE

EB0/IN BRUMG R I 1 25 ML RS o % AL 4
DL 1x10° cells/fL4ERN 96 FLtk, hm AL E N
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£ 1 RT-PCR 3|4

Table 1  Primers for qRT-PCR assay

Target gene Primer sequence (5'—3")

Gapdh-F ACAACTTTGGCATTGTGGAA
Gapdh-R GATGCAGGGATGATGTTCTG
ifn-y-F GCTCTGAGACAATGAACGCTAC
ifn-y-R TGCAGGATTTTCATGTCACC
il-2-F CTTGTGCTCCTTGTCAACAG
il-2-R TCCAAGTTCATCTTCTAGGC
il-10-F TGCTCTTACTGACTGGCAT
il-10-R CTGGATCATTTCCGATAAGGC

5 ug/mL ZWNEER BsxV AR, DIAE
EsxV 2 1K) 1640 5% 45577 3 [ A AL BRAE A [
PEXTRE . B53% 72 h, # ELISA 5] & Ui 1546
DAL |38 TIFN-y. IL-2 Al IL-10 437K
1.11 BB eEM AN A IFN-y
IEREL T

P UGB A5, IR Ao % B AL (enzyme-
linked immunospotting, ELISpot)fL# F] PBS
%3 UK, A 200 uL 7 10% FBS 1) 1640 52455
FRHE(E 1%H /B2 0P), =RFE 30 min,
FERE SRR, BALIA 5x10° AN IR4nt, FRImtm
A BsxV EAMAWE R 5 pg/mL, 37 °C. 5%
CO, #5547 48 h. 7 L, PBS UEfLik 5 K.
LA 100 pL Fildeis, =iRMEE 2 he 7 L
#, PBS WALt 5 K. AL ABER SRR
Yy, =M E 1h, FIMAIRYE 100 uL,
LN B BB 5, ddH,O etk I i .
LT85, FH ELISpot BEMR AN I B4,
1.12 RAMEEARENNERAGELL T 4R
| % 52

BUNBRILR IS, By 6% e R e 2 1 i
V 2, Ty PBS BEk, RASMAM . B 1 mL
1x10° N4, 1 000 r/min B> 5 min, 3 900 pL
3, BIA 1 uL live/dead kb, K FBEEIEH

&: 010-64807509

15 min, FfilLA 1 mL #i¥8 PBS % , 1 000 r/min
B0 5 min, 3 900 uL 3 o MLA Trustain FCXTM
plus (anti-mouse CD16/32) 0.5 pL, »K [0
B 10 min, HH4HHMEEE Fo 2. MAPLAK
BV510-CD3 FITC-CD4 ,PE-CD8 ,PerCP-CD44
APC-CD62L ., Pe-Cy7-CD69 F1 AF700-CD103,
UK FRESEIE R 30 min; MIIA 1 mL B 652 vl (75
2.5% FBS [ PBS % R)VEZAIM, 1000 r/min &
> 5 min, FF B3 WG MA 300 uL 3 2%
P A, N RN, FlowJo 1
it
1.13  FitESH

il GraphPad Prism 9.0 A4 750112#
ST, SERREIEIS L X+s Fon . AL HECR A
t kI s b, 22 2 IR) PR T B IR R Uy 254307,
P<0.05 N A G R 2 7 Bt 2 Rbr iR
*, P<0.05; **. P<0.01; ***, P<(0.00]; ****,
P<0.000 1,

2 EREGHN

2.1 EsxV:C:L LNP F1E

Lowry & #2250 B3 IiE S EsxV
EEAF RN 149.3 ng L1 8 , EsxV:C:L H EsxV
A3 38 70.14% o IR ST R EE AR 7
EsxV:C:L LNP “F-¥J i 4% 4 (264.5£0.929) nm
(F 1A), H 52511 LNP KA A i ¥ 4548 HL
EIESM i (E 1B), #78 BTl 451 LNP K/hHE
AR —ME . ZHH28EEE(PDD) S LNP
RS E M B AH DG o bR SCBOGRLEE ARG I i
7~, EsxV:C:L LNP {4 PDI iy 0.24, FHIH&F
EPER R(E 1C), SRR 45 AT (B 1B).
zeta HL AL A iR 75, EsxV:C:L ZR I H A K
-3.35mV (B 1D), VA EFRHIKE T R/NH—.
BT E HoAl il 7 L 1Y LNP,

B<: cjb@im.ac.cn
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2.2 EsxV:C:L LNP HE55EM 3 1 c-di-AMP 1 LNP JE &K & A= B B A8 k(51 2B),
—HF B S B EE EsxV:C:L LNP  HARIAR K/, PDI Kl g SR04, DL B2

ﬂlﬁzEl LNP B, 5 &, 251 LNP % /R EsxV:C:L LNP fI%5 4 LNP JESFE . 44

ARRERMR, KNE—(& 2A); B BsxV fifE ¥—, AT F =Rt rerkms.

300 - 10
LNP
- 8t \ —— EsxV:C:L
£ 200t S 6l
g S 4}
5 100 £ _‘
= ~ oot
LNP EsxV:C:L 0.1 1 10 100 1 000 10 000
Diameter (nm)
C 03F D
—aE-u-
2F
R INPF b
a
(a9
0.1
EsxV:C:L [0 }——{
00 | 1 1 | 1 ]
' LNP  EsxV:C:L -5 -4 3 =2 -1 0

Zeta potential (mV)

1 LNP RAE4 N
Figure 1 Characteristics and detections of LNP. A: Liposomal nanoparticle (LNP) particle size detection. B: LNP
particle size normal distribution. C: Multiphase dispersion index detection (PDI). D: Zeta potential detection.

.ur
[

4“' .

J'

500 nm ’f; 500 nm
o — = ‘*'A. e

LNP EsxV:C:L
Bl 2 LNPESHEEUWE

Figure 2 Transmission electron microscope observation of LNP. A: Electron microscopic morphological
observation of LNP. B: Electron microscopic morphological observation of EsxV:C:L LNP.
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2.3 GRE/NRMEFEHIKRMN KTE

ELISA il /I B v e ST OK . 45
WA, EsxV:C ARG 1gG AU B E& T+
(P=0.006 4), BsxV:C:L 5519 L35 FL AR M 1
T EsxV, (HIERBEER; KRB IgA
I IgM LA AKSE 5 X% BEZHAH 24 (] 3A), EsxV
WS/ 1gG AN 1:12 500, EsxV:C
PBFIMIE 1gG R M 1:5 000, EsxV:C:Li7 S IMLiH
IgG &4 1:25 000 (& 3B). 7E 1gG Hrikil 2k
Kl e, EsxV. EsxV:C fil EsxV:C:L 0] 5%
IgGl. IgG2a Fl IgG2b MYHLARLM T, Hir
X 3 AR IgGl PLiRM A ; EsxV:C i
31 1gG2a. 1gG2b 1 1gG3 /K- & & T EsxV
(P=0.000 2, P=0.024 5, P=0.019 1); EsxV:C:L i

S IgG2a M IgG2b KV & 3 & T EsxV
(P=0.002 3, P=0.024 5), 5 EsxV:C #f I JC i &
Z55(E 30), /8 EsxV:C:L R4 7] 55 5 /)N
B4 EsxV Fr5MEn 1gG, HEZEW RN
IgG2a. IgG2b, HifS MR S K K- 5
T EsxV B4, 5 EsxV:C #H.
24 Gei/ERBHEEDE sIgA KF

80 R Jy 08 1) A TR B 95 0 T L F 3 TR
IgA (secretory IgA, sIgA)5, HAA NS
RGP I AR s P . B s /Nl BALF,
ELISA taill sIgA 7KF-(El 4). SR E/R, FIXF
HEZHAHLEY, EsxV. EsxV:C Fll EsxV:C:L ji# &1
PEW A B EHES sIgA K THE (P=0.000 5,
P<0.000 1, P<0.000 1), EsxV:C %% EsxV iS5/

A B _
1.5~ '#‘ @ Naive L5 -e- Naive
— m LNP -m- LNP
1.2 .- A EsxV
v EsxV:C L0 e LAl
5 0.9 =, ¢ EsxV:C:L Q? ¥ EsxV:C
S —~ Py ¢ v S —- EsxV:C:L
0.6 E 0.5
b4
L @
0.3 . v ¢ bt
0.0 L £ s .—-—m—é—ﬁ ‘ 0.0
) IgG IgA IgM 1:6 250 1:12 500 1:25 000 1:50 000 1:100 000
C $kkok ® Naive
1.5 T e 1 B LNP
wt i **i**** —EEEE A EsxV
RERS IL**l ¥ EsxV:C
—_ T @ EsxV:C:L
=5 Hak 18
~ 1.0 hs %& *ok sk 1 "
= k- A 1
S o v
A g'_l
0.5 A
0.0 | % g M gy A oo I |4 =
IgGl IgG2a IgG2b IgG3
B3 NRAKRR R N E K

Figure 3 Humoral immune response level and antibody subclass detection. A: Antibody subclass I1gG, IgA
and IgM detection (mouse serum 1:200 dilution). B: Serum antibody IgG antibody titer detection. C: IgG
subclass IgG1, IgG2a, IgG2b, IgG3 (mouse serum diluted 1:200). Data are shown as the X+sS, *: P<0.05; **:

P<0.01; ***: P<0.001; ****: P<0.000 1.
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Hokok sk
[ ] |
0.6 skkk *
®
&
041 v
R
Q 3 -
02+ i
A
0.0 o8 nlkg L L '
Naive LNP EsxV  EsxV:C EsxV:C:L

4 /MR BALF  sIgA 7K FRY4E

Figure 4 Detection of sIgA level in BALF. Data
are shown as the X£s, *: P<0.05; ***: P<0.001;
*Ekxk: P<0.000 1.

B sIgA 7 Wbk Eotias, HIERE2ER
EsxV:C:L %A S 1 slgA K T EsxV
5 EsxV:C (P=0.000 9, P=0.031 2), XFH
EsxV A SR Y, c-di-AMP 1E 41k
FIFFR B EWIN EsxV 55 00 B I 50 0% S v
M EsxV:C:L %58 I N 28 K-8 3 & T
EsxV #1 EsxV:C,
2.5 SRR BE AR S ik 4R R E F K T
NG AMEZE EsxV ARSMIL RS, ELISA i
G 240 X5~ TFN-y | TIL-2 1 IL-10 53 K-F- o &5
REoR, SXTIEAMEL, EsxV 4f%)5, TFN-y il
IL-10 37K - 25 7+ (P=0.023 2, P=0.023 4).
EsxV:C 4145 A M IR 143 W K5 EsxV 4 AH 2 .
FHELELT R, EsxV:C:L %15 3 M 4 i TFN-y |
IL-2 F1 IL-10 435 7K -3 785 T % BE 4 (P=0.000 3,
P=0.002 4, P=0.000 3), {HAL IL-2 [#)43ih7KF
5T EsxV 41(P=0.038 8), Hfth 4 fifd Kl 43
WK EsxV:C 71 (Bl 5A-5C). LA L4545
R EsxV:C:L Fi 5 7 175 5 1) 20 it £ 928 )0 2%
K5 EsxV:C #HY4 .
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Figure 5 Cytokine secretion of splenic lymphocytes
in immunized mice. A: Detection of IFN-y secretion
level. B: Detection of IL-2 secretion level. C:
Detection of IL-10 secretion level. Data are shown
as the X=£s, *: P<0.05; **: P<0.01; ***: P<0.001.

2.6 /INERABZEBE S i IFN-y ZHRESH

R T 2RI /N R 20 e e R, B
i EsxV PUIRARSMEL 48 h J5 kil 43 i
IFN-y PN ATEL . 455 7R, EsxV. EsxV:C
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