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Abstract: Urate oxidase (Uox) plays a pivotal role in uric acid (UA) degradation, and it has been
applied in controlling serum UA level in clinical treatment of hyperuricemia (HUA). However,
because Uox is a heterogenous protein to the human body, the immune rejections typically occur
after intravenous administration, which greatly hampers the application of Uox-based agents. In this
study, we used Lactococcus lactis NZ9000, a food-grade bacterium, as a host to express exogenous
Uox genes, to generate the Uox-expressing engineered strains to treat HUA. Aspergillus
flavus-derived Uox (aUox) and the “resurrected” human-derived Uox (hUox) were cloned into
vector and expressed in NZ9000, to generate engineered strains, respectively. The engineered
NZ9000 strains were confirmed to express Uox and showed UA-lowering activity in a
time-dependent manner in vitro. Next, in an HUA mice model established by oral gavage of yeast
paste, the UA levels were increased by 85.4% and 106.2% at day 7 and day 14. By contrast, in mice
fed with NZ9000-aUox, the UA levels were increased by 39.5% and 48.3% while in mice fed with
NZ9000-hUox were increased by 57.0% and 82.9%, suggesting a UA-lowering activity of both
engineered strains. Furthermore, compared with allopurinol, the first-line agent for HUA treatment,
mice fed with NZ9000-aUox exhibited comparable liver safety but better kidney safety than
allopurinol, indicating that the use of engineered NZ9000 strains not only alleviated kidney injury
caused by HUA, but could also avoided the risk of kidney injury elicited by using allopurinol.
Collectively, our study offers an effective and safe therapeutic approach for HUA long-term
treatment and controlling.
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Figure 1 Expression of exogenous Uox in
Lactococcus lactis NZ9000. A: Determination of
Uox expression by SDS-PAGE and Coomassie
brilliant blue staining. Determination of hUox (B)
and aUox (C) expression by western blotting assay
with anti-His tag antibody.
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Figure 2 The UA-lowering activity of the
engineered strains in vitro.

Table 1 UA level in each group (umol/L)

Control HUA HUA-+Mock HUA-+aUox HUA-+hUox HUA+Apo
Day 0 96.5+£22.1 98.5+18.4 96.5£19.0 98.5+£20.7 92.5+£22.3 98.5+20.1
Day 7 102.5+14.2 190.0£33.2 181.5+28.0 143.0+20.1 161.0+24.7 111.0£13.7
Day 14 105.5+£22.8 217.5+£28.2 212.5+£29.7 156.5+£22.1 193.0+37.1 99.5+16.4
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Figure 3 The UA-lowering activity of the
engineered strain in vivo. Different letter represents
a significant statistical difference (P<0.05); Same

letter represents mnon-significant between two
groups.
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100 = Control
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Figure 4 Effects of engineered strain on mouse liver function. Serum levels of TBIL (A), DBIL (B), ALT (C)

and AST (D) were determined at day 14.
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Figure 5 H&E staining analysis for mouse kidney sections. Mice kidney histology of Control (A), HUA (B),
HUA-+aUox (C) and HUA+Apo (D) was analyzed. Blue arrow represents immune cell infiltration; Red arrow
represents necrosis of renal cell; green arrow represents hemorrhage. Black bar indicates 100 pm; Yellow bar

indicates 20 pum.
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Figure 6 Effects of engineered strain on mouse kidney function. Serum levels of $2-MG (A), Crea (B), Urea
(C) and Cys-C (D) were determined at day 14. *: P<0.05; **: P<0.01.
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